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OUR  WINTER  ISSUE. 

For  The  Chemist  and  Druggist,  January  31,  1903,  the  Publisher 
can  accept 

Circulars  and  Price=lists 

to  distribute  as  insets.  This  is  an  excellent  way  of  ensuring  the 
delivery  of  such  business  appeals  to  the  best  buyers  of  druggist 
goods  in  the  world.    For  full  particulars  apply  to  the  Publisher. 


THE  CHEMISTS'  AND  DRUGGISTS' 
DIARY,  1903. 

Now  in  the  binders'  hands  for  early  despatch  to  our  Colonial 
subscribers.  The  contents  are  good  and  profitable— in  fact,  the 
Diary  is  the  best  one  we  have  ever  sent  to  press.  A  copy  of  it 
will  be  presented  to  every  subscriber  to  The  Chemist  and 
Druggist  whose  subscription  is  in  force  on  December  1,  so  that 
the  best  way  to  get  the  Diary  is  to  subscribe  for  the  C.  <£■  D.  now. 
The  Diary  treatise  on  stamping  proprietary  medicines  and  the 
formula;  for  specialities  are  themselves  a  full  return  for  the 
subscription. 


Summary. 


More  statements  regarding  the  Poisons  Committee's  report  are 
mentioned  on  p.  820. 

The  Paper  by  Messrs.  Allen  and  Smith  on  ipecacuanha  alka- 
loids is  printed  on  p.  821. 

The  ionisation-theory  of  solution  was  enunciated  by  Williamson 
in  1850  (see  note  on  p.  820). 

The  Festive  Season  has  fairly  commenced.  Two  gool  smoking- 
concerts  are  reported  on  p.  829. 

Mr.  Glyn-Jones  in  the  Pillow  is  the  sketch  which  Mr.  Fred 
Reynolds  provides  this  week  (p.  816). 

The  Portraits  of  nine  pharmaceutical  miyors  are  given  on 
p.  809,  witli  some  personal  particulars. 

Four  Scotch  Pharmacists  have  been  appointed  provosts  and 
several  others  bailies  of  their  burghs  (p.  805). 

W.  L.  Loten,  of  Hull,  is  charged  under  the  Debtors  Act  with 
concealing  debts  to  the  amount  of  400?.  (p.  803). 

Compensation  for  disturbance  of  a  chemist's  business  was 
argued  in  court  the  other  day.    The  facts  are  on  p.  803. 

A  Bill  to  compel  co-operative  and  similar  societies  to  pay 
income-tax  has  been  suggested  to  the  Home  Secretary  (p.  820). 

An  Assistant  who  sued  for  a  week's  salary  in  lieu  of  notice 
failed  to  get  it  because  he  was  a  quarter  of  an  hour  late  (p.  820). 

Resolutions  sent  to  the  P.A.T.A.  in  regard  to  price-protection 
are  referred  to  on  p.  802.  Letters  on  the  matter  are  printed  on 
p.  835. 

Correspondents  complain  about  the  manner  of  Messrs.  Bur- 
roughs Wellcome  &  Co.'s  withdrawal  of  the  "  Imp "  circular 
(p.  835). 

A  Gosport  Chemist  has  been  fined  for  exposing  Vinolia  cream 
unstamped  and  selling  another  proprietary  improperly  stamped 
(p.  814). 

A  Widnes  Doctor  labelled  a  bottle  of  carbolised  glycerin  with 
a  mixture-label.  An  infant  got  a  dose  of  the  glycerin  and  died 
(p.  804). 

Names  of  Irish  pharmaceutical  chemists,  chemists  and  drug- 
gists, and  registered  druggists  who  cannot  be  found  are  printed 
on  p.  812. 

The  October  Trade  of  the  United  Kingdom  was  good.  We 
extract  some  pertinent  facts  regarding  it  from  the  Board  of  Trade 
returns  (p.  819). 

A  Memorial  to  George  Don,  the  Forfarshire  botanist,  is  being 
arranged,  and  Mr.  G.  C.  Druce  appeals  to  Scotch  chemists  for 
subscriptions  (p.  836). 

The  Election  of  a  Vice-President  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  of  Ireland  created  a  division  of  the  Council  and  a  stiif 
oratorical  breeze  (p.  811). 

The  Letter  which  the  London  Chemists'  Association  sent  to 
the  Kingston  Coroner  regarding  the  recent  unjust  censure  of  a 
chemist  is  printed  on  p.  802. 

New  facts  regarding  oil  of  rue  and  chrysarobin  from  the 
Wellcome  Chemical  Research  Laboratories  were  communicated 
to  the  Chemical  Society  last  week  (p.  830). 

It  has  now  been  ascertained  that  the  santonin-powders  given 
by  a  Birkenhead  doctor  to  a  child  contained  santonin  and  strych- 
nine—the latter  taken  in  mistake  for  calomel  (p.  803). 

The  Hearing  of  Evidence  in  the  Apollinaris  case  was  con- 
cluded on  Tuesday,  Mr.  Prince,  Professor  Odling,  and  Mr.  Otto 
Hehner  being  the  witnesses.    Judgment  was  reserved  (p.  814).  " 

"  Xrayser  "  has  something  to  say  about  the  Poisons  Committee 
the  Pharmaceutical  Council,  the  "  Imp  "  circular,  salt  of  lemon, 
and  expert  evidence  (p.  817) ;  while  Dewsbury  says  something 
about  "  Xrayser  "  (p.  832). 

Business  has  turned  quiet  again  in  most  quarters.  Caffeine  is 
lower ;  saffron,  American  oils  of  peppermint,  and  Chinese  galls 
are  all  tending  firmer.  Quillaia  and  Jamaica  honey  are  dearer, 
quinine  is  flat,  and  opium  is  quiet  (p.  837). 

Mr.  R.  Broadhead  has  outlined  the  conditions  on  which  he 
considers  there  is  a  case  against  companies  for  the  use  of  Phar- 
macy Act  titles  (p.  833).  Several  correspondents  object  to  his 
statements  about  the  Federation  meeting  (p.  835). 

At  an  Evening  Meeting  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  thi 
week  Mr.  John  C.  Umney  communicated  a  valuable  paper  on 
"  Standards  for  Medicines,"  giving  analytical  data  for  ash  of  drugs, 
sp.  gr.,  extractive  and  alkaloidal  percentages  for  fluid  extracts,  con 
centrated  solutions,  and  tinctures,  besides  other  factors.  The 
discussion  was  good  and  had  to  be  adjourned  (p.  823).  We 
comment  upon  the  subject  (p.  818). 
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English  IRews. 


Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Brevities. 

The  Helper  Magistrates  on  November  6  granted  an  explo- 
sives-licence to  Mr.  C.  W.  Southern,  chemist  and  druggist,  of 
Belper. 

At  the  Lord  Mayor's  banquet  in  London  on  Monday 
Apollinaris  and  Johannis  were  the  only  mineral  waters  on 
the  menu. 

The  London  College  of  Chemistry  F.C.  eleven  met  the 
Westminster  College  team  at  Wormholt  Farm  on  November  8, 
and  beat  them  by  5  goals  to  1. 

A  keenly  contested  football  match  was  played  at  Wimbledon 
on  November  8,  between  the  Pharmaceutical  F.C.  and  Poly- 
technic D.  Clubs,  which  resulted  in  a  draw,  each  side  scoring- 
three  goals. 

Mr.  Arthur  Angell.  public  analyst  to  the  Hampshire  County 
Council,  on  Monday  reported  that  all  the  samples  of  drugs 
submitted  to  him  for  analysis  during  the  past  quarter  had 
been  found  to  be  genuine. 

For  obtaining  Is.  by  false  pretences  from  Mr.  George 
Vogt,  chemist  and  druggist,  Kendal,  by  ringing  the  changes, 
Ellen  Keardon  got  three  months'  imprisonment  from  the 
Kendal  Magistrates  on  November  7. 

The  King's  birthday  (November  9)  was  for  the  first  time 
in  his  reign  signalised  by  a  list  of  honours  which  is  singu- 
larly free  from  names  interesting  to  our  readers  or  con- 
nected even  indirectly  with  pharmacy. 

Messrs.  Burroughs  Wellcome  &;  Co.  have  found  it  necessary 
to  add  new  premises  to  the  chemical  section  of  their  labora- 
tories at  Dartford,  and  an  additional  building,  80  feet  by 
43  feet  in  dimensions,  is  in  course  of  erection. 

The  Ramsgate  Bench  has  transferred  the  medicated-wine 
licence  attached  to  the  business  lately  carried  on  by  Mr. 
Frederick  Long,  chemist  and  druggist,  at  30  Harbour  Street, 
Ramsgate,  to  Mr.  Bartlett,  who  has  acquired  the  business. 

At  Winsford  on  November  10,  Henry  Frederick  Virtue  was 
fined  51.  for  practising  as  a  veterinary  surgeon  without  being 
registered.  Defendant  produced  a  diploma  he  had  gained 
at  the  Western  University  of  Canada,  and  said  that  he  had 
neglected  to  get  registered  in  England. 

A  demonstration  was  held  at  Tunbridge  Wells  on  Novem- 
ber 10  protesting  against  the  proposal  of  the  Corporation 
to  sell  the  municipal  telephones  to  the  National  Telephone 
Company,  at  which  Mr.  R.  A.  Robinson,  chemist  and  drug- 
gist, and  member  of  the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society,  was  the  principal  speaker. 

Judgment  was  given  at  the  Halifax  County  Court  on 
November  4  for  Messrs.  O.  Comitti  &  Son,  Wells  &;  Lyon 
(Limited),  wholesale  opticians,  Clerkenwell,  E.C.,  in  an  in- 
terpleader-a  jtion,  in  which  they  claimed  18/.  10s.  in  respect 
of  goods  seized  by  a  firm  of  Leeds  printers  under  an  execu- 
tion levied  on  a  firm  of  Halifax  opticians. 

At  Worship  Street  Police  Court  on  November  11,  Albert 
Smith  (18)  and  Thomas  Corbyn  (14)  were  committed  for 
trial  on  a  charge  of  being  concerned  in  breaking  and  entering 
the  premises  of  Messrs.  Christopher  Wheeler  (Limited), 
manufacturing  chemists,  at  191  Hackney  Road,  N.E.  The 
prisoners  were  caught  by  means  of  a  burglar-alarm  recently 
fixed  to  the  counting-house  door. 

At  the  Clerkenwell  County  Court  on  November  7,  James 
Collins  recovered  from  Messrs.  Stiles  (Limited),  Gray's  Inn 
Road,  11.  16s.  4<f.  for  railway-fares  incurred  and  wages  in 
lieu  of  notice.  Defendants  urged  that  they  were  justified  in 
discharging  any  workman  at  a  minute's  notice,  inasmuch  as 
a  rule  to  that  effect  had  been  posted  in  the  workshop  and 
read  to  all  the  employes,  including  plaintiff.  Plaintiff  denied 
ever  hearing  the  rule  read. 

On  November  11  the  students  of  the  Imperial  College  of 
Chemistry,  accompanied  by  their  principal,  Mr.  Frederick 


Davis,  visited  the  Government  laboratories,  where  the 
analytical  work  in  each  department  was  shown  and  explained 
to  the  students.  Analyses  of  butters,  milk,  cheese,  lards, 
soaps,  phenols,  cresols,  alloys,  beers,  tobacco,  and  sugars 
were  seen  in  progress,  whilst  the  use  of  the  polarimeter  was 
explained  in  detail,  and  samples  examined  in  the  presence  of 
the  students. 

The  P.A.T.A.  Convention. 

In  a  circular-letter  to  all  local  chemists'  Associations,  Mr. 
W.  S.  Glyn-Jones,  Secretary  to  the  Proprietary  Articles  Trade 
Association,  states  that  the  following  Associations  have 
already  decided  to  be  represented  by  delegates : — 

Bournemouth  Phar.  Assoc. 
"Western  Chemists'  Assoc. 
London  Chemists'  Assoc. 
West  Riding  Federation. 
Oxford  Chem.  Assoc. 
Bristol  Pliar.  Assoc. 
Midland  Pharmaceutical  Assoc. 
Cambridge  Phar.  Assoc. 
East  Sussex  Pliar.  Assoc. 
Dover  Chemists'  Association. 
Cardiff  Phar.  Assoc. 


Forfarshire  Chemists'  Assoc. 
Glasgow  Chem.  Trade  Assoc. 
Preston  Chemists'  Assoc. 
Plymouth  Chemists'  Assoc. 
Blackpool  Chem.  Assoc. 
Nottingham  Chem.  Assoc. 
North-East      Lanes.  Chem. 
Assoc. 

Huddersfield  Chem.  Assoc. 
Exeter  Assoc.  of  Chemists  and 
Druggists. 

Other  Associations  have  sent  up  resolutions  in  support  of 
the  Conference.  It  is  proposed  that  the  delegates  shall  meet 
in  private  conference  on  Tuesday  night,  November  25,  in 
open  meeting  the  following  morning,  and  that  the  conference 
with  proprietors  take  place  in  the  afternoon.  Accompanying 
the  letter  is  a  reprint  of  resolutions  passed  by  ten  Asso- 
ciations up  to  November  5,  and  sent  into  the  P.A.T.A.  Of 
these,  one  that  has  not  been  referred  to  in  our  pages  is  the 
following  by  the  London  Chemists'  Association  : — 

That  the  system  of  protected  prices  for  proprietary  articles  is  of 
great  advantage  to  the  trade,  both  wholesale  and  retail. 

That  the  P.A.T.A.  plan  affords  the  readiest  and  most  effective 
means  of  guaranteeing  protected  prices. 

That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Conference,  the  advertised  price  or 
face-value  should  be  the  minimum  selling-price. 

That  a  minimum  profit  of  25  per  cent.,  calculated  upon  the 
selling-price,  should  be  fixed  by  all  makers  of  proprietary  articles. 

That  this  Conference  strongly  recommends  proprietors  who 
complain  that  retailers  fraudulently  pass  off  imitations  of  their 
articles  should  avail  themselves  of  the  remedy  afforded  by  the  law 
courts  against  such  practices,  and  that  in  so  doing  they  would  be 
best  serving  their  own  interests  and  the  interests  of  all  honest 
traders.  That  if  they  take  this  course  they  will  receive  the  co- 
operation of  the  trade  represented  by  this  Conference,  but  that 
this  Conference  emphatically  condemns  the  misuse  of  the  word 
"  substitution  "  by  proprietors,  who  appear  desirous  of  combating 
legitimate  competition  by  retailers  who  put  up  their  own  pro- 
prietary articles  under  the  guise  of  attacking  dishonest  practices. 

That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Conference,  when  P.A.T.A.  articles 
are  asked  for  no  attempt  is  made  by  the  retailers  to  induce  the 
customer  to  take  a  substitute. 

That  this  Conference  recommends  all  retailers,  themselves,  and 
through  their  Associations,  to  take  every  opportunity  of  writing  to 
manufacturers  of  unprofitable  proprietaries,  pointing  out  the  in- 
adequate profits  yielded  to  the  retailer  by  the  sale  of  their  goods, 
and  urging  them  to  place  their  articles  on  the  P.A.T.A.  list. 

That  the  Associations  represented  at  this  Conference  be  asked 
to  urge  their  members  not  to  exhibit  non-protected  articles  nor 
any  advertising  matter  relating  to  such  articles,  and  that  no 
assistance  of  any  kind  be  given  to  proprietors  of  such  articles  in 
the  direction  of  creating  a  demand  for  their  goods. 

That  it  be  a  recommendation  of  this  Conference  to  the  Council 
of  the  P.A.T.A.  that  they  should  register  a  distinctive  trade-mark 
and  label,  and  that  P.A.T.A.  proprietors  be  requested  to  affix  such 
a  label  to  all  their  articles,  in  order  that  retailers  and  their 
assistants  should  know  that  the  article  was  protected,  and  that 
P.A.T.A.  proprietors  be  recommended  to  attach  to  their  original 
packages  a  statement  that  the  article  is  a  P.A.T.A.  article,  and 
giving  the  minimum  retail  prices. 

Resolutions  by  other  Associations  have  been  passed  since 
November  5,  and  reported  in  this  journal. 

Censuring  the  Coroner. 

The  following  letter  has  been  sent  to  Dr.  Taylor,  the 
Surrey  Coroner,  with  reference  to  the  strictures  of  Mr.  F.  C. 
Goodwin,  the  Deputy-Coroner,  on  Mr.  A.  G.  Hodder,  chemist, 
Kingston,  reported  in  The  Chemist  and  Druggist,  Sep- 
tember 27,  page  539  :— 

Sir, — The  attention  of  the  London  Chemists'  Association  has- 
been  called  to  a  report  of  an  inquest  held  at  Kingston  on  Septem- 
ber 18,  and  I  have  been  instructed  to  call  your  attention,  as 
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Coroner,  to  the  proceedings.  The  Deputy-Coroner  appears  to 
have  taken  a  position  which  was  more  common  with  coroners  in 
the  past,  and  this  Association  considers  the  strictures  passed  by 
him  upon  Mr.  Hodder  were  not  justified  by  the  facts.  Chemists 
in  their  capacity  as  witnesses  assisting  the  Coroner's  Court  to 
arrive  at  a  verdict  ought  not  to  be  made  the  subject  of  attacks, 
under  conditions  which  render  it  impossible  for  them  to  defend 
themselves.  Mr.  Hodder  clearly  acted  well  within  his  legal  rights, 
and  if  the  Deputy-Coroner,  who  is  himself  a  medical  man,  believed 
Mr.  Hodder  had  acted  illegally,  it  was  surely  his  business  to 
report  the  circumstances  to  the  proper  authorities  rather  than  to 
take  the  law  into  his  own  hands  in  the  summary  way  he  appears 
to  have  done.  In  the  opinion  of  this  Association  a  Coroner's 
Court  is  not  competent  to  discuss  the  dividing- line  between  the 
legitimate  conduct  of  the  business  of  a  ohemist  and  druggist  aud 
the  assumption  of  the  prerogative  of  a  medical  man,  much  more  is 
a  coroner  who  is  himself  a  medical  man  not  the  best  or  most 
impartial  judge.  I  am,  Sir, 

Yours  faithfully, 

Robert  H.  Jones 
(Hon.  Secretary  London  Chemists'  Association). 
This  is  the  outcome  of  Mr.  Willson's  suggestion  at  the  last 
meeting  (C.  §  1).,  November  1,  page  739)  of  the  General 
Purposes  Committee  of  the  Association. 

A  Compensation  Case. 

At  the  Guildhall,  Westminster,  on  November  3,  the  Under- 
Sheriff  of  Middlesex  and  a  special  jury  sat  to  assess  the 
compensation  to  be  paid  by  the  London  United  Tramways 
Company  to  Mr.  G.  H.  Marston,  chemist  and  druggist,  for 
his  premises  at  5  London  Road,  Twickenham,  compulsorily 
acquired  by  the  company  for  new  tramways.  Mr.  Marshall 
Hall,  K.C.,  appeared  for  claimant,  who  stated  that  his  yearly 
profits  in  the  business  were  upwards  of  250/.  The  shop  was 
well  situated,  and  he  could  find  nothing  so  convenient  to 
remove  to.  Mr.  Howard  Goadby,  F.S.I.,  fixed  the  valuation 
at  1,127/.  A  City  accountant  deposed  to  claimant's  books 
showing  a  net  annual  profit  of  267/.  Mr.  F.  J.  Ball  placed 
his  total  valuation  at  1,151/.,  and  Mr.  H.  S.  Hawley  valued 
the  fixtures  at  82?.  Mr.  A.  Manners  (of  Judd  &  Manners, 
chemists'  valuers,  Cannon  Street,  E.C.)  said  the  claimant 
was  entitled  to  three  years'  purchase  of  the  net  profits  for 
the  goodwill.  Mr.  E.  Boyle,  K.C.,  for  the  Tramways  Com- 
pany, urged  that  the  claim  was  exaggerated.  Claimant  was 
simply  being  disturbed  from  occupation,  and  could  have 
moved  very  easily  to  shops  across  the  road  without  seriously 
interrupting  his  business.  He  called  Mr.  E.  H.  Bousfield, 
who  put  the  total  valuation  at  334/.  Mr.  R.  M.  Rae,  another 
architect  and  surveyor,  held  that  one  year's  purchase  of  the 
net  profits  was  ample  for  disturbance.  Mr.  G.  0.  Ballard 
said  the  premises  were  very  dilapidated,  and  there  were 
plenty  of  small  shops  in  the  neighbourhood  where  the 
claimant  could  have  reinstated  himself.  Mr.  Fish  (of 
Berdoe  &  Co.,  chemists'  valuers,  Jewry  Street,  E.C.)  esti- 
mated the  fixtures  as  being  worth  43/.  4s.  and  the  stock  10/., 
and  said  one  year's  purchase  of  the  net  profits  was  the  sale- 
price  of  a  chemist's  business.  The  jury  assessed  the  com- 
pensation due  at  690/. 

Charge  of  Concealing  Debts. 

On  October  11,  William  Lowson  Loten,  formerly  in 
business  as  a  chemist  at  30  and  31  Mytongate,  Hull,  was 
charged  at  Hull,  at  the  instance  of  the  Public  Prosecutor, 
under  Section  11  of  the  Debtors  Act,  1869,  with  having  con- 
cealed debts  amounting  to  over  400/.,  due  from  him  to 
creditors.  Particulars  of  Mr.  Loten's  bankruptcy  have  been 
given  from  time  to  time  in  The  Chemist  and  Druggist. 
It  was  stated  that  when  defendant  filed  his  statement  of 
affairs  in  1900  it  showed  liabilities  amounting  to  82/.  6s.  5d., 
with  no  assets.  Proof  to  some  16/.  3s.  lOd.  came  in.  In 
1901  the  Official  Receiver  received  information  that  a  legacy 
of  485/.  had  been  left  to  defendant  by  his  brother.  With 
this  the  Official  Receiver  paid  all  the  debts  of  which  he  was 
aware  in  full,  with  4  per  cent,  interest,  handiDg  the  balance 
of  363/.  Is.  3d.  to  Loten.  Application  was  made  later  by 
Loten  to  have  his  bankruptcy  annulled  and  his  discharge 
from  bankruptcy  granted.  This  was  granted ;  but  it  was 
subsequently  discovered  that  three  large  debts  had  been 
kept  back  at  the  time  of  his  bankruptcy,  amounting  to 
488/.  15s.  3d.  Debtor  was  instructed  by  the  Court  to  give 
an  account  of  what  he  had  done  with  the  360/.  handed  to 
him  by  the  Official  Receiver,  but  he  failed  to  do  so.  By  the 
concealment  of  the  three  debts  in  question  the  creditors  had 


I  lost  360/.  between  them.  Prisoner  was  remanded  on  bail  for 
200/.  Mr.  Loten  was  for  many  years  a  member  of  the  Hull 
Town  Council  and  of  the  Hull  Board  of  Guardians. 

Contracts. 

j     The  St.  Albans  Board  of  Guardians  has  accepted  the  tender 
I  of  Mr.  E.  H.  Fisher,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  of  St.  Albans, 
for  the  supply  of  water-beds  at  4s.  lOd.  per  lb. 

The  Aylsham  Board  of  Guardians  has  declined  to  adopt 
the  Local  Government  Board's  recommendation  that  all 
expensive  medicines  used  for  Poor-law  purposes  should  be 
provided  by  contract  instead  of  by  the  medical  officer. 

The  Spennymoor  Urban  District  Council  has  accepted  the 
following  tenders  for  the  supply  of  disinfectants  :  Mr.  G.  T. 
Farthing,  for  15-per-cent.  carbolic  powder  at  31.  15s.  per  ton, 
and  1-lb.  packets  at  10s.  Qi.  per  gross;  the  United  Alkali 
Company  (Limited),  St.  Helens,  for  sulphur-candles  in  1-lb. 
tins,  at  1Z.  2s.  6d.  per  gross ;  Messrs.  Parkin,  Ness  &  Co.,  for 
carbolic  fluid  in  8-oz.  bottles,  at  1/.  12s.  per  gross  ;  Mr.  W. 
H.  Snowdon,  for  Condy's  fluid  in  8-oz.  bottles,  at  10s.  Qd.  per 
dozen ;  the  Killgerm  Company  (Limited),  for  carbolic  acid 
at  Is.  3d.  per  gal. 

Tendering  for  Drugs. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Guardians  of  the  united  parishes  of 
St.  Giles-in-the-Fields  and  St.  George's,  Bloomsbury,  held  on 
November  11,  the  Vaccination  Committee  reported  that  they 
had  considered  as  to  the  form  of  tender  at  present  in  use, 
and  were  of  opinion  that  the  practice  of  printing  a  long 
schedule  of  drugs  was  in  itself  costly,  and  failed  to  include 
many  drugs  prescribed  by  the  medical  officers.  They  recom- 
mended the  Guardians  to  require  firms  who  submit  tenders 
for  drugs  to  furnish  a  complete  trade-list  of  all  drugs  and 
medicines,  and  state  the  discount  per  cent,  they  were  pre- 
pared to  allow  off  the  prices  quoted.  The  report  of  the 
committee  was  adopted. 

Not  Abortive. 

Henry  Keys,  an  unqualified  assistant  to  Mr.  D.  L.  Evans, 
chemist,  of  10  Bedford  Terrace,  Church  Street,  Kensington, 
gave  evidence  at  an  inquest  held  by  Mr.  Luxmoore  Drew  at 
the  Kensington  Coroner's  Court  on  November  10.  A  servant- 
girl  who  was  enceinte  had  purchased  a  box  of  aperient  pills 
from  Mr.  Keys,  and  after  taking  them  she  gave  birth  to  a 
stillborn  child,  concealing  the  birth  until  the  body  of  the 
child  was  discovered.  Mr.  Keys  said  he  had  an  indistinct 
recollection  of  selling  the  pills  to  the  girl,  as  well  as  some 
liquorice-powder.  They  were  aperient  pills,  containing 
aloes,  jalap,  ginger,  soap,  and  a  little  oil  of  cloves.  They 
were  the  pills  sold  in  the  ordinary  course  of  business  as  an 
aperient.  Dr.  Llewellyn  Powell,  who  made  an  autopsy, 
deposed  that  the  child  was  stillborn.  There  was  no  evidence 
to  show  that  the  abortion  had  been  brought  on  irregularly. 
Purgative  pills  might  bring  on  premature  birth.  Constipa- 
tion invariably  accompanied  pregnancy,  and  it  was  a  common 
thing  for  people  to  take  pills  to  relieve  it,  without  any 
intention  of  procuring  abortion. 

The  Birkenhead  Poisoning-case. 

The  inquest  on  the  body  of  the  6-year-old  son  of  James 
Ernest  Macartney,  of  Birkenhead  (S3?  C.  $  B.,  November  1, 
page  726)  was  resumed  on  November  12.  The  mother  and 
father  of  the  deceased  hiving  repeated  their  evidence,  Dr. 
H.  Laird  Pearson,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.CP.,  who  said  he  had  been 
in  practice  in  Birkenhead  for  eighteen  years,  detailed  the 
circumstances  under  which  he  had  evidently  dispensed 
strychnine  in  place  of  santonin.  The  Coroner  (Mr.  C. 
Holden)  explained  the  arrangement  of  the  room  used  as  a 
dispensary  by  the  doctor.  It  included  a  cupboard  and  a 
counter  at  which  the  doctor  could  stand  while  making  up 
the  prescriptions.  The  latter  had  a  swing-door  opening 
outwards,  and  on  it  were  fixed  two  narrow  shelves.  This 
was  a  poison-cupboard,  and  on  one  shelf  the  santonin-bottle 
was  kept,  this  being  the  only  bottle  used  for  dispensing 
which  did  not  contain  poison.  There  was  a  pair  of  scales 
in  the  cupboard,  and  on  the  other  side  of  them  was  a  bottle 
of  strychnine.  When  the  doctor  went  into  the  dispensing- 
room  he  assumed  that  he  took  the  santonin-bottle  down. 
When  he  got  the  second  bottle  down  he  was  interrupted,  and 
on  returning  he  did  not  recollect  exactly  what  he  did,  but 
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he  remembered  that  previous  to  being  interrupted  he  had 
handled  the  santonin-bottle,  and  assumed  that  he  had 
measured  out  santonin.  He  was,  however,  not  sure,  and  in 
mistake  he  made  up  the  powders  with  strychnine.  Answer- 
ing the  Coroner,  Dr.  Pearson  said  he  was  confident  that  he 
had  the  santonin-bottle  in  his  hand.  He  had  never  dis- 
pensed the  strychnine,  as  it  was  useless,  and  ought  to  have 
been  put  in  the  Are  long  ago. 

Replying  to  a  juror,  the  doctor  said  it  was  not  usual  to 
have  all  poisons  in  special  bottles,  but  it  was  customary  to 
have  them  in  a  special  cupboard.  In  sending  out  a  poison 
he  always  put  it  in  a  coloured  bottle.  In  dealiDg  with  drugs 
for  dispensing  it  would  be  a  disadvantage  to  have  solid  drugs 
concealed  by  the  colour  of  the  bottle. 

A  juror  remarked,  as  the  bottles  containing  the  drugs 
were  handed  round,  that  they  were  very  much  alike. 

Dr.  R.  O.  Morris,  who  made  a  post-mortem  examination, 
said  in  his  opinion  death  was  due  to  strychnine  poisoning. 
Replying  to  Mr.  Moore,  who  appeared  for  Dr.  Pearson, 
witness  said  that  there  was  no  particular  rule  that  medical 
men  should  keep  poisons  in  coloured  bottles.  Mr.  Edward 
Davies,  analyst,  of  28  Chapel  Street,  Liverpool,  gave  evidence 
of  having  examined  the  powders  prepared  for  the  boys, 
which  contained  f  weight  santonin  and  J  sulphate  of 
strychnine,  and  there  was  no  calomel  in  either  of  them.  On 
examining  the  contents  of  the  stomach  of  the  deceased  boy 
he  found  both  strychnine  and  santonin  ;  there  was  ^  gr.  of 
strychnine  apparent.  He  believed  about  J  gr.  had  been 
absorbed.  That  was  quite  sufficient  to  be  fatal  to  a  child  of 
14  years  old. 

The  Coroner  said  it  was  very  important  to  the  general 
public  that  everything  should  be  done  to  safeguard  their 
interests  in  the  dispensing  of  medicine.  There  was  not  the 
least  doubt  that  the  child  had  died  from  strychnine,  but  how 
the  mistake  was  made  was  purely  a  matter  of  conjecture, 
and  it  was  not  possible  to  arrive  at  a  definite  conclusion  on 
the  point.  »He  agreed  that  bottles  containing  poisonous 
drugs  should  not  be  mixed  with  drugs  of  a  non-poisonous 
nature.  Dr.  Pearson  had  certainly  been  a  little  indiscreet  in 
keeping  the  bottle  in  immediate  contact  with  the  other. 
The  Coroner  then  proceeded  to  cite  cases  of  a  similar  nature 
in  which  it  was  held  that  chemists  or  doctors  who  had  made 
mistakes  like  the  one  in  question  were  not  guilty  of  criminal 
negligence. 

The  jury  returned  a  verdict  of  death  from  misadventure, 
and  added  a  rider  that  all  deadly  poisons  should  be  kept  in 
separate  cupboards  in  fluted  bottles. 

Another  Doctor's  Mistake. 

At  Widnes,  on  November  8,  Mr.  S.  Brighouse,  the 
Lancashire  Coroner,  held  an  inquest  on  the  body  of  Leonard 
Liggins,  6  months  old.  In  opening  the  case,  the  Coroner 
said  Dr.  Eatock,  of  Farnworth,  had  sent  him  the  following 
letter : — 

Last  night,  November  7,  Mrs.  Liggins,  48  Gladstone  Street, 
brought  her  child  to  me.  It  was  suffering  from  teething  troubles, 
and  was  crying.  A  bottle  of  medicine  was  made  up.  I  left  it  on 
my  dispensary-counter,  and  took  a  label  to  my  writing-table  to 
write  thereon  the  number  of  prescription  and  name  of  patient.  I 
then  affixed  it  on  the  bottle  and  gave  it  to  Mrs.  Liggins.  On  my 
dispensary -counter  was  another  bottle,  the  same  size  and  shape, 
containing  a  solution  of  carbolic  acid  in  glycerin,  with  strength  of 
1  to  5,  intended  as  a  facial  lotion  to  be  applied  externally. 
About  twenty  minutes  after  Mrs.  Liggins  had  gone  away  I  found 
that  the  bottle  containing  carbolic  acid  had  gone,  and  that  another 
bottle  was  there,  which  I  found  out  was  the  mixture  intended  for 
Mrs.  Liggins.  I  surmised  that  I  had  put  a  label  on  the  wrong 
bottle.  I  immediately  went  to  where  Mrs.  Liggins  lived,  and 
found  that  the  child  had  been  given  a  teaspoonful  of  the  mixture. 
At  the  time  the  child  did  not  appear  to  be  suffering  from  any 
poisonous  effect.  An  emetic  and  antidote  were  given  and  further 
advice — Dr.  Edwards — sought  straight  away,  but  to  no  avail.  The 
child  died  five  hours  after  the  dose. 

After  Mrs.  Liggins  had  given  evidence,  Dr.  Eatock  was 
called,  and  bore  out  the  above  statement.  He  said  he 
brought  the  bottle  of  carbolic  acid  and  glycerin  from  his 
house  at  Farnworth,  and  put  it  on  the  counter  at  his  surgery. 

The  Coroner :  Why  did  you  not  label  it  at  once  1  Witness  : 
It  was  simply  negligence. 

T  he  Coroner :  I  thought  it  was  the  general  rule  that  any 
loti  on  that  was  of  a  poisonous  nature,  and  intended  for  I 


external  use,  should  be  put  in  a  blue  fluted  bottle.  Witness 
said  it  was  not  necessary,  to  his  knowledge. 

The  Coroner :  I  always  thought  that  a  wise  practitioner 
put  such  lotions  in  different  bottles.  Witness :  Yes ;  it  is 
better  to  do  so. 

The  Coroner  said  he  had  found  that  Dr.  Eatock  stood  well 
in  his  profession,  and  bore  an  excellent  character.  At  the 
same  time  he  had  to  point  out  how  careless  it  was  to  make 
up  a  mixture  intended  for  external  use  only  and  then  leave 
it  unlabelled.  He  considered,  however,  that  it  was  far  worse 
that  the  lotion  was  put  in  a  bottle  of  the  same  shape  and 
size  as  other  medicine.  It  had  been  suggested  more  than 
once  that  the  law  should  compel  medical  men  and  chemists 
to  put  poisonous  substances  into  a  blue  fluted  bottle — some- 
thing that  would  at  once  convey  to  everybody  that  what  was 
inside  was  not  to  be  taken. 

The  jury  returned  a  verdict  of  death  from  misadventure, 
and  agreed  with  the  Coroner's  remarks  about  the  putting  of 
poisonous  substances  into  special  bottles.  They  also  ex- 
pressed their  sympathy  with  the  mother  of  the  deceased, 
and  attached  no  blame  to  Dr.  Eatock. 

The  "Week's  Poisonings. 

Nine  fatalities  from  poisoning  are  recorded  since  our  last 
report.  The  scheduled  poisons  were  carbolic  acid  (2), 
strychnine,  opium,  arsenic  (2),  and  cyanide  of  potassium. 
The  only  unscheduled  poison  was  phosphorus,  in  the  form  of 
match-heads,  as  taken  by  a  Leicester  schoolmistress,  and 
in  rat-poison,  which  a  Prescot  woman  swallowed.  In 
the  latter  case  the  woman  purchased  a  bottle  of  phos- 
phorus-paste at  the  pharmacy  of  Mr.  G.  G.  Hemingway,  of 
Prescot.  Arthur  A.  Tailes,  assistant  to  Mr.  Hemingway, 
who  sold  the  poison  to  deceased,  said  it  did  not  occur 
to  him  that  there  was  anything  suspicious  about  the 
matter,  as  there  was  a  plague  of  rats  in  the  locality,  and  the 
deceased  told  him  that  she  wanted  to  feed  the  rodents 
"  while  they  were  in  the  humour  for  it."  Mr.  Hemingway 
also  gave  evidence,  and  stated  that  there  were  so  many  rats 
in  the  locality  that  a  man  with  ferrets  caught  150  in  one 
night.  In  returning  a  verdict  of  suicide  during  temporary 
insanity,  the  jury  exonerated  Mr.  Hemingway  from  all 
blame. — The  strychnine-case  at  Birkenhead  is  mentioned 
elsewhere ;  cyanide  of  potassium  was  taken  by  an  un- 
successful student  at  Streatham  Hill,  while  a  cake-merchant 
named  Boyd,  who  suffered  from  phthisis,  drank  a  fatal  dose 
of  laudanum  in  a  York  hotel.  A  Bristol  furniture-packer, 
named  Davey,  poisoned  himself  with  carbolic  acid,  and  a 
Southampton  traveller  committed  suicide  with  carbolic 
lotion.  A  Breconshire  farmer's  wife  gave  her  baby  some 
Cooper's  sheep-dip,  and  then  took  some  herself.  Both  died 
from  arsenical-poisoning. 


3rteb  mews. 


Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Personal. 

Mr.  R.  W.  Wilson,  chemist  and  druggist,  Enniskillen,  has 
been  appointed  to  the  Commission  of  the  Peace  for  the 
county  Fermanagh. 

Holiday  Lecture. 
Mr.  James  Guiler,  M.P.S.I.,  recently  lectured  in  the  Broad- 
way Hall,  Belfast,  before  an  appreciative  audience,  giving  an 
account  of  a  holiday  spent  during  the  summer  in  Norway. 

Sweeping-up. 

The  Ulster  Chemists  (Limited),  in  liquidation,  last  week 
sued  before  the  Belfast  Recorder  to  recover  10*.  6d.  from  a 
farmer  for  goods  sold  and  delivered.  A  decree  for  6s.  9d., 
and  6s.  9d.  costs,  was  given. 

Business  Change. 
Messrs.-  McLaughlin  &  Allen,  Londonderry,  are  now  in 
possession  of  Dr.  Taaffe's  Medical  Hall,  Dr.  Taaffe  having 
retired  from  the  retail  trade.  The  new  proprietors  have 
made  considerable  changes  in  the  shop,  and  have  had  it 
entirely  redecorated.  The  pharmacy  is  one  of  the  most 
central  in  Londonderry. 
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Scotcb  flews. 


Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Rditor. 


Municipal  Honours. 

Mr.  John  Young,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  Elgin,  has  been 
unanimously  elected  Lord  Provost  of  that  ancient  City. 


Mb.  John  Young, 
Lord  Provost  of  Elgin. 


Mr.  John  Macintyre,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  been 
unanimously  re-elected  Mayor  of  North  Berwick. 

Mr.  William  R.  B.  Dougall,  chemist  and  druggist,  was  re- 
elected Senior  Bailie  of  Auchterarder  on  November  8. 

Mr.  William  Dallas,  chemist  and  druggist,  was  re-elected 
Provost  of  Nairn  last  week. 

Mr.  D.  Walker,  chemist,  Lockerbie,  has  been  elected  a 
member  of  the  local  Town  Council. 

Mr.  John  Crail,  chemist,  Annan,  is  now  a  Councillor  of  that 
town. 

Mr.  Andrew  Veitch,  chemist  and  druggist,  Castle  Douglas, 
having  been  again  elected  a  member  of  the  Town  Council 
without  a  contest,  has  been  unanimously  re-appointed 
Provost.  Mr.  Veitch  has  now  been  sixteen  years  a  member 
of  the  Town  Council  and  thirteen  years  a  magistrate. 

Mr.  Alexander  Spence,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  been 
elected  Junior  Bailie  of  the  burgh  of  Linlithgow.  Bailie 
Spence  has  already  served  a  term  of  two  years  in  the  Town 
Council.  His  father  (the  late  Dr.  Robert  Spence),  his 
grandfather,  and  great-grandfather  were  all  magistrates 
of  the  ancient  burgh. 

Royal  Medical  Society. 

Mr.  J.  R.  Young,  J.P.,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  Edinburgh, 
has  resigned  the  office  of  honorary  treasurer  to  this  Society, 
which  he  has  held  for  twenty-five  years.  Mr.  Young's 
connection  with  the  treasurership,  however,  dates  back  to 
1838,  and  from  that  time  until  his  official  appointment  to  the 
office  he  did  practically  all  the  work  connected  with  it.  He 
has  thus  completed  a  period  of  service  extending  over  sixty- 
four  years,  and  has  done  much  valuable  work  for  the  Society, 
and  during  the  sixty-four  years  has  come  into  contact  with 
the  leading  medical  graduates  of  Edinburgh  University. 


The  Royal  Medical  Society  has  always  had  as  its  presidents 
the  best  men  of  the  year,  and  many  eminent  physicians  and 
surgeons  have  held  the  office,  so  that  they  have  had  the 
advantage  of  Mr.  Young's  sage  counsel. 

Poisoning. 

On  November  11,  a  Glasgow  servant-girl  inadvertently 
swallowed  a  quantity  of  salt  of  sorrel  in  mistake  for  Epsom 
salts,  and  died  shortly  afterwards  in  great  agony.  The  salt 
of  sorrel  had  been  stored  in  a  teapot  similar  to  one  contain- 
ing ordinary  salts. 

Business  Changes. 

Mr.  Jas.  D.  Horsburgh,  chemist  and  druggist,  will  shortly 
open  a  new  pharmacy  at  10  Salisbury  Place,  Edinburgh. 
Mr.  Horsburgh  recently  returned  from  service  with  the 
troops  in  South  Africa. 

The  business  of  Mr.  Bennett  McLean,  St.  Vincent  Street, 
Glasgow,  will  now  be  carried  on  under  the  style  of  McLean 
&  Gowans.  Mr.  McLean  has  taken  Mr.  D.  S.  Gowans, 
who  has  been  his  manager  for  some  time,  into  partnership. 

Fatal  Larking. 

William  McHardy,  chemist  and  druggist,  Burghead  and 
Hopeman,  died  in  Elgin  Hospital  on  November  8  from  the 
effects  of  falling  on  the  pavement  the  previous  night.  It 
appears  that  while  he  and  another  young  man  were  "  larking  " 
in  the  High  Street  McHardy  fell  heavily  on  the  pavement, 
with  the  result  that  his  head  was  severely  injured.  He  im- 
mediately became  unconscious.  He  was  subsequently  con- 
veyed to  the  hospital,  but  never  regained  consciousness. 
Mr.  McHardy  qualified  in  October,  1898. 

Glasgow  Note?. 

The  members  of  the  Chemists'  Trade  Association  are 
highly  gratified  by  the  support  being  extended  by  English 
trade-organisations  to  the  proposal  for  the  P.A.T.A.  Anti- 
cutting  Conference.  The  success  of  the  movement  in  its 
inceptive  stage  has  exceeded  their  most  sanguine  expecta- 
tions. 

The  Assistants'  Association,  which  had  an  encouraging 
opening  in  the  form  of  the  "  smoker  "  on  November  7,  begins 
business  in  earnest  on  November  20  with  a  presidential 
address  by  Mr.  Mollison  on  current  pharmaceutical  politics. 
The  other  engagements  fixed  include  lantern-lectures  by  Mr. 
C.  T.  Cockbum  ("Travels  in  Norway  "),  Dr.  Walker  ("Bac- 
teriology "),  Mr.  J.  P.  Gilmour  ("  The  Evolution  of  Man "), 
and  debates,  papers,  &c,  by  Messrs.  J.  J.  Sturgeon,  J.  P. 
Taylor,  and  B.  Cockburn,  Ph.C. 

The  centenary  of  the  Royal  Philosophical  Society  of 
Glasgow  is  being  celebrated  this  week,  and  in  a  sketch  of 
the  history  of  the  Institution,  prepared  by  its  present  Presi- 
dent (Professor  Ball),  he  gives  an  interesting  account  of  its 
origin.  The  first  meeting  was  held  on  November  9,  1802, 
and  the  founders  included  John  Robertson,  the  inventor  of 
the  self-acting  lathe  and  the  elongated  bullet  now  univer- 
sally used  in  rifled  guns  ;  Dr.  George  Birkbeck,  the  originator 
of  mechanics'  institutions ;  David  Muschett,  founder  of  the 
iron-trade  in  Scotland ;  George  Macintosh,  the  inventor  of 
macintosh  waterproof-cloth  ;  Charles  Tennant,  of  the  world- 
famed  St.  Rollox  Chemical-works  ;  and  Robertson  Buchanan, 
the  inventor  of  the  feathering  paddle-wheel. 


jfrencb  mews. 

(From  our  Paris  Correspondent) 

The  Lavoisier  Medal. — The  Paris  Academy  of  Sciences 
has  awarded  the  Lavoisier  medal  this  year  to  Professor 
Cannizzaro,  of  Rome,  a  foreign  correspondent  of  that  body, 
in  recognition  of  various  important  works  on  chemistry  of 
which  he  is  the  author. 

"  The  Student's  Guide." — M.  E.  Madouze,  Secretary  of 
the  Paris  School  of  Pharmacy,  has  just  issued  the  eighth 
edition  of  his  guide  for  pharmacy  students.  All  the  in- 
formation that  can  possibly  be  of  interest  to  a  student 
appears  to  be  contained  in  this  little  volume  in  a  methodical 
and  concise  form,  and  the  various  sections  have  been  brought 
well  up  to  date. 
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Robur  Quinquina  (Limited). — At  a  special  meeting 
held  at  Asnieres,  near  Paris,  recently,  a  resolution  was  passed 
to  liquidate  this  business.  Mr.  John  C.  Bonnin,  49  Queen 
Victoria  Street,  London,  E.C.,  was  appointed  liquidator,  and 
Mr.  Alfred  Sten,  45  rue  Vivienne,  Paris,  chairman. 

Dr.  P.  Carles,  the  well-known  pharmacist,  has  just  issued 
a  little  fifty-page  pamphlet  on  Valeriana  officinalis,  in  which 
that  well-known  drug  is  considered  from  a  pharmacological 
standpoint.  He  concludes  that  the  best  preparation  of  the 
plant  is  prepared  by  making  a  fluid  extract  from  clean  two- 
year-old  roots  with  weak  alcohol,  the  fluid  extract  to  contain 
20  per  cent,  dry  extract.  From  this  other  preparations  of 
valerian  could  be  prepared. 

Lille  Municipal  Laboratory. — A  similar  institution 
to  the  Paris  Municipal  Laboratory  exists  in  many  of  the 
larger  French  towns.  In  that  of  Lille,  for  instance,  a  large 
quantity  of  analyses  of  beverages  and  aliments  is  made. 
Generally  speaking,  beer  and  wine  are  usually  found  to  be  pure, 
and  Flemish  milk  is  very  superior  to  the  Parisian  article ;  but 
there  is  a  good  deal  of  butter-adulteration  at  Lille,  and  such 
substances  as  chromate  of  lead,  sulphate  of  copper,  and 
chloride  of  tin  are  noted  as  having  been  introduced  into 
pastry  and  gingerbread. 

A  Pharmacist  Deputy. — M.  Selle,  one  of  the  newly 
elected  Deputies  for  the  Nord  Department,  has  been  some- 
what in  the  public  eye  lately  in  connection  with  the  French 
miners'  strike.  But  it  may  not  be  generally  known  that  not 
only  is  he  a  pharmacist,  but  that  he  still  keeps  open  shop  at 
Denain,  of  which  busy  little  town  he  is  mayor.  His  twofold 
functions  caused  an  unpleasant  scene  in  the  pharmacy  the 
other  day,  when  a  discharged  tax-collector,  the  worse  for  drink, 
entered  the  pharmacy,  and  nearly  strangled  Madame  Selle. 
The  pharmacist-mayor  fortunately  arrived  on  the  scene,  and 
the  objectionable  visitor  was  promptly  locked  up. 

Professorship  of  Physics. — M.  Leroux,  who  for  a  good 
many  years  has  been  professor  of  physics  at  the  Paris 
School  of  Pharmacy,  has  recently  retired,  and  the  question 
of  his  successor  seems  to  be  a  rather  burning  one,  especially 
among  the  students.  The  vacancy  has  not  yet  been  officially 
announced,  but,  in  the  meanwhile,  young  M.  Daniel  Berthelot, 
who  is  a  chemist  like  his  well-known  father,  has  been  tempo- 
rarily appointed  to  the  professorship.  A  campaign  has, 
however,  been  started  with  a  view  to  bringing  before  the 
competent  authorities  the  claims  of  M.  Quesneville,  who  for 
some  time  has  been  the  assistant-professor  of  physics. 
This  gentleman  has  taken  the  unusual  course  of  addressing 
a  letter  to  the  Minister  of  Education,  which  he  has  had  pre- 
sented by  two  prominent  pharmacien  members  of  Parlia- 
ment— MM.  Astier  and  Villejean. 


East  3nt>tan  Mem. 

Fighting  Rinderpest. — Successful  results  are  said  to 
have  been  obtained  recently  with  anti-rinderpest  serum  in 
the  Muktesar  Laboratory  near  Naini  Tal.  During  the  past 
twelve  months  enough  serum  to  inoculate  300,000  cattle  has 
been  produced  there,  and  more  than  a  hundred  veterinary 
assistants  from  all  parts  of  India  have  been  trained  in  apply- 
ing it.  The  serum  has  given  satisfactory  results  wherever  it 
has  been  tried,  and  veterinary  officers  are  beginning  to  find 
that  prejudice  against  its  use  is  disappearing. 

Hubbuck's  Trade-mark. — At  the  Esplanade  Police  Court, 
Bombay,  on  October  17,  Sarafali  Alibhoy,  of  Akbarali 
Sharafali  &  Co.,  Borah,  shopkeepers  in  the  Khokha  Bazaar, 
were  charged  at  the  instance  of  the  agent  of  Messrs.  Thomas 
Hubbuck  &  Co.,  London,  with  imitating  their  trade-mark 
and  selling  spurious  goods  purporting  to  be  of  Hubbuck's 
manufacture.  The  goods  in  question  consisted  of  147  kegs 
of  white  zinc  and  white-lead  paints.  Mr.  George  Gracewood, 
the  agent,  gave  evidence,  and  stated  that  thirty  of  the  kegs 
seized  might  have  contained  genuine  Hubbuck's  paints,  but 
at  least  100  were  not  genuine.  It  was  also  proved  that  the 
accused  had  been  caught  red-handed  with  the  stencils  of 
false  marks  and  with  spurious  goods.  The  Chief  Presidency 
Magistrate  found  accused  guilty,  and  sentenced  him  to 
eighteen  months'  rigorous  imprisonment  in  the  House  of 
Correction,  and  ordered  such  of  the  goods  as  bore  a  counter- 
feit trade-mark  to  be  confiscated  to  his  Majesty. 


Soutb  Hfrican  IRews. 

(From  our  own  Correspondents.) 


Note.—1\m  Chemist  axd  Druggist  is  regularly  supplied  by  order  to  all 
the  members  of  all  the  Pharmaceutical  Societies  in  British  South  Africa, 
viz. : — 

South  African"  Pharmaceutical  Association. 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Cape  Colony. 
Natal  Pharmaceutical  Society. 
Transvaal  Pharmaceutical  Society. 
Rhodesia  Pharmaceutical  Society. 


The  Natal  Pharmacy  Board  held  their  quarterly  meet- 
ing at  the  Colonial  Buildings,  Maritzburg,  on  October  9,  a 
full  attendance  being  present. 

Cape  Trade-marks. — A  pair  of  handscales  and  the  mono- 
gram "  J.S.,"  as  a  mark  for  chemicals  and  drugs  (specified 
and  general),  has  been  submitted  for  registration  by  Messrs. 
Johnson  k  Sons,  Finsbury,  London  ;  and  a  peculiar  design 
for  "  Croft's  Tincture  of  Life,"  by  Mr.  C.  T.  Croft,  Kimberley. 

Natal  Pharmaceutical  Society. — The  annual  general 
meeting  took  place  in  Durban  on  October  17,  when  the 
following  officers  were  elected  for  the  ensuing  year :  Presi- 
dent, Mi\  G.  A.  Champion  ;  Vice-President,  Mr.  T.  D.  Charl- 
ton ;  Committee,  Messrs.  Forth,  Hamlin,  Fawcett,  Lacombe ; 
Hon.  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  Mr.  S.  K.  Elgie ;  Auditors, 
Messrs.  Burn  and  Johnston. 

Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Cape  Colony.  —  Last 
month's  meeting  was  an  exceptionally  successful  one. 
Mr.  George  Darroll,  the  President,  took  the  chair,  and  was 
supported  by  Dr.  Arderno  Wilson,  Messrs.  A.  Marr,  J.  T. 
North,  S.  Johnson,  H.  E.  Cope,  A.  J.  Rivett,  S.  E.  D.  Tread- 
well,  and  J.  Dell.  About  forty  others  were  present.  The 
occasion  was  a  lecture  by  Mr.  A.  Heaton  on  '-The  Rontgen 
Rays  in  Warfare."  As  an  alternative  title  one  might  call  it 
"  Bullets  and  their  Billets."  Mr.  Heaton  spoke  from  personal 
experience  during  the  war,  and  his  lecture  was  illustrated 
by  a  series  of  magnificent  slides,  the  lantern  being  mani- 
pulated by  Mr.  Fuller.  The  lecturer  commenced  by  briefly 
relating  what  we  know  about  electricity,  then  described 
Rontgen's  discovery  in  1895,  of  the  effect  which  the  rays 
from  a  Crookes  tube  had  upon  a  photographic  plate,  and 
the  results  that  the  discovery  have  had  upon  many  depart- 
ments of  investigation,  especially  surgery.  He  briefly 
described  the  assistance  which  the  Rontgen  apparatus  had 
been  during  the  Boer  war,  and  showed  the  following  slides, 
giving  a  description  of  each  case  : — 

Fracture  of  humerus.  |  Compound  fracture  of  humerus, 

Gunshot  fracture  of  radius  and  i  Calculus  growth  of  bone,  several 


ulna. 

Screw  of  7-lb.  shell  in  wrist. 

Bullet  in  thorax. 

Small  shot  in  thigh,  forty  years' 

standing. 
Dislocation  of   pisiform  bone 

(lateral  view). 
Ditto  photographed  between  a 

book. 

Longitudinal  gunshot  fracture 

of  humerus. 
Gunshot  wound,  showing  lead 

in  clavicle. 
Fracture  of  ulna. 
Mauser  bullet  in  axilla. 
Piece  of  lead  in  hand. 
Dislocation  of  ankle,  outward. 
Fracture  of  radius  and  ulna, 

showing  silver-wire  sutures. 
Bullet  in  femur,  lying  under 

periosteum. 
Screw  of  shell  in  wrist,  showing 

compound  fracture  of  ulna. 
Fractured  tibia  and  fibula. 
Portion  of  ulna  blown  away. 


years'  standing. 
Fracture  of  humerus  and  injury 

to  the  elecranon. 
Bullet  embedded  in  fracture  of 
femur,  and  showing  Thomas's 
splint. 
Coin  in  oesophagus. 
Spectacles  in  shagreen  case. 
Lady's  hand,  tops  of  fingers 

crushed  and  healed. 
Normal  hand,  showiDg  ring. 
Ossifying  sarcoma. 
Jaw    with    swelling,  showing 
teeth. 

Coins  photographed  inside  a 
purse,  also  showing  tooth- 
pick in  case. 

Chalk-gout  in  man's  foot. 

Box  of  drawing-instruments  in 
case. 

Normal  knee-joint. 

Showing  the  anatomy  of  three 
live  frogs. 

Needle  in  boy's  hip,  and  show- 
ing pelvic  cavity. 


Compound  fracture  of  radius. 
The  lecture  was  much  appreciated,  and  at  the  end  of  it  the 
President  conveyed  the  warm  thanks  of  the  meeting  to  Mr. 
Heaton,  who,  in  his  reply,  promised  to  give  another  paper  to 
the  Society  on  the  subject. 
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Neave's  Food  for  Infants  and  Invalids  is  to  be 
admitted  into  Russia  on  condition  that  it  be  expressly  stated 
that  it  is  intended  as  an  accessory,  and  not  a  sole  nutrient, 
for  children. 

State  Control  Sebum  is  the  order  of  the  day  in 
Austria.  The  Minister  of  the  Interior  has,  by  order  dated 
June  27,  refused  to  allow  Messrs.  Burroughs  Wellcome  & 
Co.'s  anti-diphtheria  serum  to  be  sold,  because  it  does  not 
fall  within  the  rules. 

A  New  Chemical  Company  has  been  formed  with  a 
capital  of  $1,000,000,  which  will  eventually  be  increased  to 
$10,000,000.  This  concern,  the  Wolff  Chemical  Company, 
has  been  incorporated  under  the  laws  of  New  Jersey.  The 
idea  has  been  expressed  in  some  quarters  that  the  company  had 
for  its  object  the  consolidation  of  various  concerns,  but  this 
is  not  endorsed  by  interest  connected  with  it.  According  to  its 
charter  the  company  will  devote  its  attention  to  the  manu- 
facturing of  aluminium,  tartaric  acid,  and  other  chemical 
products.  The  promoters  of  the  company  are  Mr.  George  W. 
Young,  president  of  the  United  States  Mortgage  and  Trust 
Company ;  Mr.  James  C.  Young,  president  of  the  National  ! 
Realty  Company,  of  New  Jersey  ;  and  Mr.  Herman  L.  Wolff,  of 
Jersey  City. 

German  Com  bines  Investigated. — With  further  reference 
to  the  paragraph  in  the  C.  $  B.  of  March  22,  page  454,  it  is 
now  stated  that  the  Tariff  Commission  of  the  Reichstag  has 
taken  cognisance  of  the  statements  that  certain  German 
manufacturing  combines  are  selling  goods  cheaper  abroad 
than  at  home.  The  Home  Secretary  has  just  announced  that 
the  Government  has  made  inquiries  which  prove  the 
existence  of  400  combines.  The  chiefs  of  the  larger  of 
them  have  been  invited  privately  to  explain  their  operations, 
and  many  have  responded.  The  Government  is  determined 
to  prosecute  its  inquiries  in  the  most  careful  manner  to 
demonstrate  the  drawbacks  and  advantages  of  industrial 
combinations,  and  the  results  will  be  published  in  a 
detailed  report. 

Gordon  College,  Khartoum,  was  opened  by  Viscount 
Kitchener  on  Saturday,  November  8.  Sir  Reginald  Wingate 
(the  Sirdar)  welcomed  the  Viscount,  and,  speaking  of  the 
College,  mentioned  the  munificent  gifts  to  it  by  Sir  William 
Mather  and  Mr.  Henry  S.  Wellcome,  the  latter  having  pre- 
sented fully  equipped  laboratories.  Viscount  Kitchener 
joined  in  thanks  to  these  and  other  donors.  We  understand 
the  fixtures  and  appliances  for  the  chemical  and  bacteriolo- 
gical research  laboratories  have  already  been  shipped.  The 
equipment  will  be  equal  to  that  of  any  similar  laboratories 
in  Europe.  The  Sirdar  has  appointed  as  director  of  the 
laboratories  Dr.  Andrew  Balfour,  M.D.,  of  Edinburgh,  who 
has  done  much  good  work  in  bacteriology.  Apart  from 
original  researches  and  general  sanitary  work,  Dr.  Balfour 
and  his  staff  will  devote  their  attention  to  the  study  of 
cereals,  textile  fibres,  and  various  matters  affecting  the 
development  of  the  agricultural  and  mineral  resources  of  the 
country. 

Californian  Nitrate. — Considerable  interest  has  been 
aroused  in  California  by  the  discovery  of  large  deposits  of 
nitre  in  the  Death  Valley  region.  According  to  the  Nero 
York  Evening  Post,  many  expeditions  have  been  fitted  out 
by  capitalists,  and  hundreds  of  miners  are  leaving  for  the 
deposits,  which  are  described  by  prospectors  as  being  equal 
to  those  of  Chili.  Mr.  W.  S.  Myers,  of  the  Permanent  Nitrate 
Committee,  when  spoken  to  in  regard  to  the  matter,  said 
that  the  discoveries  might  prove  to  be  very  important,  but 
the  difficult  problem  of  transportation  would  have  to  be 
solved  first.  The  latest  and  most  authentic  information  in 
regard  to  the  nitrate-beds  of  California  is  contained  in  a 
recent  bulletin  of  the  California  State  Mining-bureau,  in 
which  is  an  official  report  by  Dr.  Gilbert  E.  Bailey  upon  the 
saline-deposits  of  the  State.  This  report  embodies  the 
results  of  over  a  year's  travel  and  personal  examination. 
Dr.  Bailey  says  that  the  existence  of  nitre  in  the  low  rolling 
hills  along  the  Amargosa  River  has  long  been  an  open  secret, 
the  first  locations  having  been  made  as  early  as  1883  by 
desert  ranchmen. 


SElestmmster  Wtsfcom, 

{From  our  Parliamentary  Representative.) 


The  Food  and  Drugs  Bill. 

More  than  two  months  ago  I  stated  that  Mr.  Hanbury  had 
decided  to  withdraw  his  Food  and  Drugs  Bill,  familiarly 
known  as  the  Butterine  Bill.  Some  writers  professed  to  have 
better  information,  but  the  Minister  for  Agriculture  now 
confirms  my  announcement.  He  will  reintroduce  the  Bill 
early  next  Session,  and  take  the  second  reading  and  the 
reference  to  the  Standing  Committee  before  Easter.  At  the 
same  time  he  will  shorten  the  period  between  the  passing  of 
the  Bill  and  the  date  on  which  it  will  come  into  operation. 
Mr.  Hanbury's  hope  of  an  early  second  reading  is  understood 
to  mean  that  the  Session  will  ommsace  early  in  February. 

Opium  in  India. 

In  the  course  oE  his  explanation  of  the  Indian  Budget 
on  Monday,  Lord  George  Hamilton  made  a  reference  to  the 
opium-trade  in  India,  which  I  may  be  permitted  to  quote 
He  said — 

Opium  shows  a  falling-off.  Ten  years  ago  it  brought  in  about 
8,000,000?. ;  then  it  fell  to  6,000,0007.  ;  and  in  recent  years  it  has 
only  given  us  about  4,000,000?.  sterling.  It  is  not  an  absolutely 
reliable  source  of  income.  Possibly  it  may  diminish  for  the  future, 
but  it  is  satisfactory  to  kno^  that  it  is  each  year  assuming  a  less 
proportion  of  the  revenue  which  is  at  the  disposal  of  the  Indian 
Government. 

The  Sugar  Convention. 

It  has  been  arranged  to  take  the  consideration  of  the 
Government's  resolution  in  regard  to  the  Brussels  Sugar 
Convention  on  Monday,  November  24  In  this  connection  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  has  just  furnished  Parliament 
with  some  information  as  to  the  attitude  of  Ontario  on  the 
sugar  question.  He  explains  that  no  bounty  is  given  by 
Ontario  on  the  export  of  beet-sugar.  By  an  Act  of  1901  a 
sum  of  47,000/.  was  set  aside  for  the  temporary  payment  of 
a  bounty  of  ^c.  per  lb.  on  refined  beet-sugar  produced  during 
the  first  two  years  of  a  factory's  operations,  and  of  \c.  per  lb. 
on  the  product  of  the  third  year.  The  exports  from 
Ontario  are  not  separately  stated  in  the  returns,  but  no 
considerable  quantity  of  sugar  that  benefited  by  the 
bounty  can  have  come  to  the  United  Kingdom,  since  the 
total  export  of  Canadian  sugar  (other  than  maple)  to  this 
country  during  1901-2  was  only  60  tons.  Under  the  Brussels 
Convention  it  would  be  the  duty  of  the  permanent  Commis- 
sion to  examine  and  report  to  the  Powers  as  to  the  existence 
of  bounties  in  the  various  countries.  In  no  event,  however, 
would  his  Majesty's  Government  be  required  to  penalise  the 
sugar  of  a  British  colony. 

Irish  Dispensary  Medical  Officers. 

Mr.  Tufty  has  suddenly  developed  an  absorbing  interest 
in  the  concerns  of  dispensary  medical  officers  in  Ireland. 
On  Tuesday  he  asked  the  Chief  Secretary  whether  he  was 
aware  that  in  county  Waterford  the  medical  men  had 
combined  not  to  accept  any  position  as  dispensary  medical 
officer  at  a  less  salary  than  200/.  per  year  ;  and  whether  in 
view  of  the  inconvenience  that  had  recently  arisen  at 
elections  of  doctors  in  that  county  he  would  state  what  steps 
the  Government  proposed  to  take  to  ameliorate  the  position 
of  these  dispensary  medical  officers  ?  Mr.  Wyndham's  reply 
was  curt.  It  appeared,  he  said,  that  a  resolution  to  the 
effect  indicated  in  the  first  part  of  the  question  was.  passed 
by  the  Waterford  Medical  Association  in  September.  For 
an  answer  to  the  second  inquiry  he  referred  Mr.  Tully  to  a 
reply  given  on  a  former  occasion.  I  find  that  the  reply 
alluded  to  had  reference  to  certain  remarks  of  the  President 
of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  in  Ireland  to  the  effect  that 
the  entire  Irish  dispensary  medical  service  stood  in  need  of 
reform,  and  to  a  suggestion  by  Mr.  Tully  that  the  Govern- 
ment should  promote  legislation.  Mr.  Wyndham  stated  that 
he  had  seen  a  newspaper  report  of  the  remarks,  but  "  the 
matters  discussed  are  not  such  as  can  properly  be  dealt  with 
by  means  of  a  reply  to  a  question." 
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pharmaceutical  fIDapors. 


THIS  year  in  England  and  Wales  ten  gentlemen  who  are 
on  the  register  of  chemists  and  druggists  or  pharma- 
ceutical chemists,  or  connected  with  the  drug-trade,  and 
three  in  Scotland  have  been  elected  Chief  Magistrates  of  the 
cities  or  towns  in  which  they  do  business.  In  London  two 
pharmaceutical  Mayors  have  retired— viz.,  Colonel  Clifford 
Probyn,  V.D.,  of  Westminster,  and  Mr.  C.  E.  Fox,  pharma- 
ceutical chemist  of  Bethnal  Green — but  the  trade  representa- 
tion is  maintained  by  the  election  of  Mr.  Henry  Potter  for 
Stepney,  and  Mr.  C.  Goddard  Clarke  for  Camberwell. 
This  simultaneous  election  of  two  partners,  who  are  brothers- 
in-law,  and  in  opposite  political  camps,  is  unique. 

Colonel  Clifford  Probyn's  retirement  was  signalised  on 
November  10  by  warm  encomiums  regarding  his  year's  work. 
His  successor,  Captain  Jessel,  M.P.,  spoke  first  in  that 
regard,  then  Mr.  Bradford  proposed  a  vote  of  thanks  to 
Colonel  Probyn  for '  his  valuable  services,  particularly  in 
connection  with  the  Coronation  celebrations,  and  moved 
that  the  vote  should  be  engrossed  on  vellum  and  presented 
to  the  late  Mayor.  Mr.  Alderman  Emden  seconded  the 
proposal,  which  was  supported  by  other  members,  and  was 
enthusiastically  adopted.  Colonel  Probyn  replied,  and 
sketched  the  history  of  the  incidents  which  had  occurred 
during  his  year  of  office.  It  was  then  decided  that  Colonel 
Probyn  should  be  asked  to  sit  for  his  portrait  in  oils,  and  that 
the  picture  when  completed  should  be  hung  in  the  Council- 
chamber.  This,  by  the  way,  is  not  the  first  time  the  Colonel 
Has  sat  for  his  portrait,  other  of  his  admirers  in  the  City 
having  presented  him  with  one  a  few  years  ago. 

Mr.  Henry  Potter,  who  has  been  unanimously  elected 
Mayor  of  Stepney,  is  a  true  Londoner,  the  place  of  his  birth 
being  Farringdon  Street,  and  the  date  May  5,  1848.  He  is 
the  senior  partner  in  Messrs.  Potter  &  Clarke,  wholesale  and 
botanic  druggists,  Artillery  Lane,  E.C.,  and  of  Butler  & 
McCulloch's,  Covent  Garden.  His  father  was  in  the  busi- 
ness before  him.  Mr.  Henry  Potter  was  educated  at  the 
City  of  London  School,  and  in  due  course  went  through  all 
departments  of  his  father's  business,  ultimately  succeeding 
to  it  along  with  Mr.  Goddard  Clarke.  They  have  pushed  it 
ahead  in  many  directions  during  the  past  dozen  years.  Mr. 
Potter  is  a  hard  worker  in  municipal  and  social  affairs.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Company  of  Gardeners  and  a  freeman 
and  liveryman  of  London  City.  He  was  one  of  the  first 
councillors  of  Stepney,  and  presided  at  the  first  Council- 
meeting.  He  has  taken  an  active  part  in  putting  into 
operation  in  the  district  the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes 
Act,  and  is  Chairman  of  the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes 
Committee.  He  is  a  Freemason :  P.M.  of  the  Rose  Lodge, 
1622,  member  of  the  Jubilee  Masters  Lodge,  and  one  of  the 
founders  and  the  first  W.M.  of  the  Borough  of  Stepney 
Lodge,  2884  Mr  Potter  is  also  President  of  the  South 
London  Association  of  Baptist  Churches,  and  is  a  Fellow  of 
the  Royal  Statistical  Society. 

Mr.  C.  Goddard  Clarke  has  for  many  years  taken  an  active 
interest  in  public  life.  He  is  a  member  of  the  L.C.C.  for  the 
Peckham  division  of  Camberwell,  and  justice  of  the  peace 
for  the  County  of  London,  and  a  member  of  the  Council  of 
the  Borough  of  Camberwell.  He  was  for  some  years  on  the 
old  Camberwell  Yestry.  He  is  Chairman  of  the  Lambeth 
Auxiliary  to  the  Sunday  School  Union,  and  Treasurer  of  the 
Missionary  LTnion  of  the  Christian  Endeavour  Society.  He 
has  had  two  parliamentary  contests — the  first  against  Sir 
Blundell  Maple  at  Dulwich,  and  the  second  against  Mr. 
Spencer  Charrington,  of  Mile  End  ;  although  he  did  not  get 
in  on  either  occasion.  Mr.  Clarke  was,  like  his  brother-in- 
law  Mr.  Potter,  born  in  Farringdon  Street,  and  has  been  con- 
nected with  the  firm  for  thirty  years.  He  married  the  only 
daughter  of  the  late  Mr.  Henry  Potter. 

Mr.  T.  C.  Lamb,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  the  firm  of  Tribe 
&  Lamb,  Chatham,  is  the  new  Mayor  of  the  Borough.  Mr. 
Lamb  and  his  wife  have  been  members  of  the  Medway 
Board  of  Guardians,  and  Mr.  Lamb  is  an  Alderman  of  the 
Corporation.  He  is  warmly  attached  to  the  Congregational 
Church,  in  which  he  is  an  office-bearer. 

Mr.  Walter  Farnworth,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  has 
been  elected  Mayor  of  Blackburn.  Mr.  Farnworth  is  a  native 
of  the  town,  and  succeeded  his  father  in  business  there, 


having  passed  the  Minor  in  1889  and  the  Major  in  the  follow- 
ing year.  He  is  one  of  the  youngest  Mayors  in  the  country, 
as  well  as  one  of  the  few  amongst  pharmacists  who  have 
been  able  to  throw  off  commercial  cares  before  they  are 
forty.  He  retired  a  few  years  ago,  and  has  since  taken  a 
keen  interest  in  municipal  matters. 

Mr.  C.  B.  Shuker,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  been 
re-elected  Mayor  of  Launceston.  We  gave  particulars  of  Mr. 
Shuker's  career  last  year  (C.  $  B.,  November  16,  1901,  page 
796),  and  it  is  pleasing  to  record  that  his  fellow-townsmen 
have  so  well  appreciated  his  conduct  in  the  mayoral  chair.  •--{ 

Mr.  Mark  Smith,  chemist  and  druggist,  Louth,  has 
again  been  elected  Mayor  of  the  town.  He  is  head  of  Mark 
Smith  (Limited),  the  well-known  agricultural  chemists. 

Although  Mr.  John  Harrison  did  not  stand  for  the 
Mayoralty  of  Sunderland,  the  office  has  fallen  to  a  chemist 
and  druggist — viz.,  Mr.  Henry  J.  Turnbull,  sen.,  who,  after 
a  six  years'  apprenticeship  with  Messrs.  Foster  &  Co.  in  High 
Street  East,  spent  two  years  with  a  medical  man,  his  inten- 
tion being  to  follow  medicine.  But  he  abandoned  that  idea, 
and  about  thirty- eight  years  ago  started  business  as  a  retail 
chemist  in  Sunderland.  Ten  years  later  he  built  the 
Tavistock  Works,  where  he  has  since  carried  on  the  business 
of  wholesale  druggist,  drysalter,  and  manufacturer  of  con- 
fectionery. Mr.  Turnbull  was  for  two  years  President  of  the 
Sunderland  Chemists'  Association,  and  is  so  again.  He 
entered  the  Town  Council  in  1886,  and  has  been  on  it  ever 
since  for  his  own  ward.  He  has  been  a  J.P.  for  eight  years 
is  a  life-governor  of  the  Sunderland  Infirmary,  and  has 
been  a  Freemason  for  thirty-seven  years,  holding  high  office 
in  the  Craft. 

Mr.  John  Taylor,  J.P.,  F.C.S.,  F.L.S., chemist  and  druggist, 
the  new  Mayor  of  Torquay,  was  born  in  Liverpool  in  1855, 
and  educated  at  Carlisle  Grammar  School.  He  served  his 
apprenticeship  with  the  late  Mr.  Harrison,  chemist,  Carlisle, 
and  went  to  Torquay  in  1872  as  an  assistant  to  Messrs. 
Badham  &  Sloman.  He  passed  the  Minor  in  1873,  and  two 
years  later  purchased  the  business  then  carried  on  by  Mr. 
W.  L.  Yates  in  Lucius  Street.  On  the  Town  Council 
Mr.  Taylor  has  done  good  service,  especially  as  Chairman  of 
the  Sanitary  Committee  and  of  the  Electric  Lighting 
Committee.  He  has  held  every  office  open  to  a  layman  in 
the  Wesleyan  Connexion,  is  a  P.D.C.T.  in  the  Good  Templars, 
a  Rechabite,  and  as  a  Freemason  has  held  many  offices. 

Mr.  Thomas  Alexander  Burgess,  Mayor  of  Aberavon, 
has  reached  that  position  after  four  years  only  of  muni- 
cipal work.  He  is  a  native  of  Aberavon.  He  served  his 
apprenticeship  in  pharmacy  at  Bridgend,  Glam.,  then 
came  to  London,  first  acting  as  an  assistant  to  Mr.  Nicholls, 
of  South  Hackney,  then  as  manager  to  Messrs.  Davis  &  Draper, 
of  Wanstead  and  South  Woodford.  He  negotiated  the 
Minor  in  1885,  and  three  years  later  commenced  business  at 
Loughton,  Essex,  where  he  remained  for  seven  years.  Then 
he  sold  out  and  started  in  his  native  town.  On  the  Council 
he  is  considered  one  of  the  most  progressive  memhers 
and  chiefly  on  his  initiative  Lord  Jersey  was  induced  to  join 
hands  with  the  Corporation,  with  the  result  that  Aberavon 
now  possesses  an  excellent  esplanade  and  pier,  together  with 
one  of  the  finest  sea-beaches  in  the  Kingdom.  Mr.  Burgess 
is  an  ardent  Freemason,  and  is  Provincial  Grand  Organist 
for  the  province  of  South  Wales. 

Other  mayoral  appointments  include 

Mr.  John  Roger  Butterwick,  as  Mayor  of  Hartlepool. 
He  served  an  apprenticeship  with  Alderman  John  Horsley, 
chemist  and  druggist,  of  Hartlepool,  but  in  later  life  deserted 
pharmacy  for  the  provision  and  drysaltery  trade. 

Mr.  J.  W.  Stevens,  of  the  firm  of  Messrs.  Stevens  k  Son, 
manufacturing  chemists,  Queenborough,  has  been  re-elected 
Mayor  of  Queenborough. 

Alderman  E.  A.  Brotherton,  M.P.,  of  the  firm  of  Messrs. 
Brotherton  &  Co.,  ammonia-distillers,  is  now  the  Mayor  of 
the  city. 

Alderman  Wm.  Lees,  the  Mayor  of  Stockport,  is,  we  are 
informed,  a  druggist. 

Mr.  Richard  Johnson,  J.P.,  the  Mayor  of  Wigan,  has  been 
President  of  the  Mineral-waters  Association  of  the  United 
Kingdom,  and  is  editor  of  the  Mineral-water  Trades  Journal. 

The  name  of  the  new  Mayor  of  Pontef  ract  -  Mr.  T.  P. 
Ramsden— occurs  on  the  register  of  chemists  and  druggists. 

Several  chemists  and  druggists  in  Scotland,  as  noted  on 
page  805,  have  been  elected  Provosts. 
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Mr.  Walter  Farnworth,  Mr.  T.  A.  Burgess,  Mr.   H.  J.  Turn-bull, 

Mayor  of  Blackburn.  Mayor  of  Aberavon.  Mayor  of  Sunderland. 


Mayor  of  Torquay.  Mayor  of  Louth.  Mayor  of  Launceston. 
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flDarriaoes. 


Corder  —Benson. — At  Beamish  Parish  Church,  on  Novem- 
ber 5,  by  the  Rev.  Charles  H.  Newman,  M.A.,  rector  of  Hetton 
(uncle  of  the  bride),  and  the  Rev.  D.  James,  M.A.,  vicar  of 
the  parish,  Herbert  Scott  Corder,  chemist  and  druggist, 
Sunderland,  to  Florence  May,  eldest  daughter  of  Dr.  Benson, 
Stanley. 

Morton — Smithies. — On  November  4,  at  St.  Mary's 
Church,  Elland,  by  the  Rev.  E.  Winter,  rector  of  the  parish, 
assisted  by  the  Rev.  W.  F.  Hill,  M. A.,  senior  curate,  Armitage 
Morton,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  third  son  of  the  late  Joseph  Morton, 
Mount  House,  Siddal,  to  Martha  Gertrude  (Gertie),  only 
child  of  W.  E.  Smithies,  chemist  and  druggist,  Springfield, 
Elland. 

Prebble — Earlam. — At  St.  Paul's  Episcopal  Church, 
York  Place,  Edinburgh,  on  November  10,  by  the  Rev.  Canon 
Rowland  Ellis,  M.A.,  Ernest  Prebble,  chemist  and  druggist, 
Liverpool,  to  Mary,  fourth  daughter  of  the  late  James 
Earlam,  of  that  city. 

©eatbs. 


Amphlett. — At  30  Astwood  Road,  Worcester,  on  Novem- 
ber 6,  Mr.  Edmund  Amphlett,  chemist  and  druggist.  Aged  69. 
Mr.  Amphlett  was  in  business  before  the  Pharmacy  Act, 
having  succeeded  his  father,  who  established  the  business  in 
1820.  Of  late  years  Mr.  Amphlett  had  been  living  in  retire- 
ment. 

Berridge. — On  November  11,  at  Trentham  House,  London 
Road,  Leicester,  Mr.  Alfred  Berridge,  pharmaceutical  chemist. 
Aged  69. 

Foster. — On  October  31,  at  33  Corporation  Road,  Carlisle, 
Mr.  James  Foster,  chemist  and  druggist.    Aged  73. 

Kerr. — At  6  Hamilton  Street,  Greenock,  on  November  4, 
Mr.  James  Kerr,  chemist  and  druggist.  Mr.  Kerr  died  sud- 
denly in  his  shop  Dr.  Philip  was  called,  and  certified  the 
cause  of  death,  which  is  believed  to  have  been  heart-disease. 
Mr.  Kerr  had  been  in  failing  health  for  some  time.  He  was 
in  business  before  the  passing  of  the  Pharmacy  Act. 

McHardy. — At  Elgin,  on  November  8,  Mr.  William 
McHardy,  chemist  and  druggist,  Burghead,  Morayshire. 
(See  page  805.) 

Mason. — On  November  5,  at  Enderleigh,  Alexandra  Park, 
Nottingham,  Bessie,  the  beloved  wife  of  Mr.  Thomas  Mason, 
chemist  and  druggist,  of  Newball  &  Mason,  manufacturing 
chemists  and  botanic  druggists,  Nottingham. 

Meggeson. — On  November  6,  at  Herbert  Villa,  80  Rams- 
den  Road,  Balham,  S.W.,  in  the  89th  year  of  her  age, 
Elizabeth,  widow  of  the  late  Mr.  George  Meggeson,  pjhar- 
maceutical  chemist,  of  Meggeson  &  Co.,  Cannon  Street, 
London,  E.C. 

Noble. — On  October  26,  Arthur  Cyril,  son  of  Mr.  C.  A. 
Noble,  chemist  and  druggist,  West  Hampstead,  N.W.  (for- 
merly of  Wisbech). 

Roberts. — At  Bourne,  Lincolnshire,  on  November  4,  Mr. 
John  Bellars  Roberts,  chemist  and  druggist.  Mr.  Roberts 
was  for  many  years  in  business  in  North  Street,  Bourne,  and 
retired  some  twelve  years  ago.  Although  over  80  years  of 
age,  he  was  frequently  to  be  seen  at  work  in  his  garden,  in 
which  he  took  great  pride.  He  was  about  as  usual  on  the 
day  of  his  death,  but  about  10  o'clock  at  night  he  was  taken 
ill,  and  medical  aid  was  at  once  summoned.  He,  however, 
succumbed  soon  after  11  o'clock.  He  was  a  prominent 
Wesleyan,  had  been  on  the  local  preachers'  plan,  and  a 
member  of  the  School  Board. 

Stoeder. — Dr.  Willem  Stoeder,  a  former  professor  of  phar- 
macy at  the  Amsterdam  University,  died  at  Amsterdam  on 
October  25.  He  was  for  many  years  President  of  the  Dutch 
Pharmaceutical  Society,  and  was  a  member  of  the  committee 
appointed  to  compile  the  third  edition  of  the  Dutch  Phar- 
macopoeia. He  was  also  the  author  of  a  "  History  of  the 
Pharmacy  of  the  Netherlands." 


Sutton.—  On  November  8,  at  48  Compayne  Gardens,  West 
Hampstead,  Constance  Annette  (aged  9  years),  the  dearly 
loved  daughter  of  Constance  Ellen  and  F.  Napier  Sutton, 
F.I.C.,  F.C.S.,  of  6  Grosvenor  Gardens,  Willesden  Green. 

Williams. — On  November  9,  suddenly,  at  47  Richmond 
Row,  Liverpool,  Mr.  William  Williams,  chemist  and  druggist. 
Aged  73. 


personalities. 


Mr.  Keith  Anstruther  has  been  appointed  Secretary 
to  the  National  Orthopedic  Hospital,  234  Great  Portland 
Street,  W. 

Mr.  P.  J.  Ashfield,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  been 
elected  a  member  of  the  executive  committee  of  the  Rhyl 
National  Eisteddfod. 

Mr.  Wm.  Power,  F.R.S.,  the  principal  medical  officer  of 
the  Local  Government  Board,  has  received  the  Companion- 
ship of  the  Bath  from  the  King:. 

Alderman  W.  A.  Wrenn,  of  Gregory  &  Wretm  (Limited), 
chemists,  Taunton,  who  has  twice  been  Mayor  of  Taunton, 
has  been  appointed  Deputy-Mayor. 

The  caricature  portrait  of  Sir  William  Broadbent,  Bart., 
M.D.,  which  appeared  in  Vanity  Fair  last  week,  was  pub- 
lished against  his  express  wish,  he  says. 

In  our  group  of  the  Evans  Sons  Lescher  k,  Webb 
(Limited)  directorate,  November  1,  page  733,  the  name  of 
Mr.  Webb,  jun.,  should  have  been  given  as  Harold  E.  Webb. 

Mr.  Robt.  Anderson,  chemist,  has  been  appointed  sub- 
postmaster  at  the  Chester  Road  West  Post-office,  Sunder- 
land, in  succession  to  Mr.  C.  A.  Hedley,  chemist,  who  has 
left  the  district. 

Mr.  John  W.  Stevens,  of  the  firm  of  Messrs.  Stevens  & 
Son,  manufacturing  chemists,  Queenborough  (Kent),  and 
last  year's  mayor  of  the  borough,  has  been  re-elected  a 
member  of  the  Corporation. 

Dr.  J.  C.  Thresh,  county  medical  officer  of  health  of 
Essex,  convened  a  conference  at  Leytonstone  on  Novem- 
ber 12  to  discuss  the  causes  of  the  excessive  infantile  mor- 
tality in  certain  parts  of  Essex. 

Mr.  A.  G.  V.  Harcourt,  F.R.S.,  ex-President  of  the 
Chemical  Society,  has  left  Oxford  to  take  up  his  residence 
in  the  Isle  of  Wight,  having  resigned  the  University  office 
of  Lee's  reader  in  chemistry,  which  he  had  filled  since  1859. 

The  executive  committee  of  the  Cancer  Research  Fund 
have  selected  Dr.  E.  F.  Bashford,  assistant  to  Professor  Sir 
Thomas  R.  Fraser,  of  Edinburgh,  for  the  post  of  super- 
intendent of  cancer  research.  Dr.  Bashford  has  recently 
been  engaged  in  research-work  in  Professor  Ehrlich's 
laboratory  at  Frankfort. 

Mr.  George  Edward  Perry, 
chemist,  under  whose  presidency 
ceutical  Association  has  this  week 
again  brilliantly  started  its  session, 
has  long  been  an  active  worker  in 
the  Association  and  contributor  to 
pharmaceutical  literature.  Mr. 
Perry  served  his  apprenticeship 
with  a  cousin,  and  was  afterwards 
four  years  with  the  late  Mr.  M. 
Dennison,  of  Dudley,  as  an  assis- 
tant. Then  he  came  to  London, 
and  was  with  the  late  Mr.  Henry 
Deane,  of  Clapham,  in  the  capacity 
previously  filled  by  Mr.  N.  H. 
Martin,  of  Newcastle-on-Tyne. 
He  passed  the  Minor  examination 
thirty  years  ago,  and  the  Major  in 
1875. 

Birmingham. 

A  Clever  Druggist  hi  Janesville,  Wis.,  compiles  a  cookery 
recipe-book  which  he  gives  to  his  customers  and  sells  to  others  at 
10c.  Printers'  Ink  commends  it  as  a  permanent  ad.  for  his  store, 
and  as  it  contains  ads.  of  proprietary  articles,  it  costs  very  little. 


F.C.S.,  pharmaceutical 
the   Midland  Pharma- 


Me.  G.  E.  Perky. 
A  year  later  he  began  business  on  his  own  account  in 
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pbarmaceutical  Society  of  3relano. 


COUNCIL-MEETING. 

THE  first  meeting  of  the  reconstituted  Council  was  held 
on  Wednesday,  November  5,  at  67  Lower  Mount  Street, 
Dublin,  at  3  p.m.  The  following  members  attended  :  Messrs. 
Kelly,  Johnston,  Montgomery  (Belfast),  Vincent  Johnston, 
Moffitt  (Belfast),  Grindley,  Dr.  Whitla  (Belfast),  J.  Smith, 
White  (Sligo),  G.  D.  Beggs,  W.  F.  Wells,  Blair  (Cork),  Batt, 
Brown,  Edgar  Connor,  Golden,  and  Professor  Tichborne. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Grindley,  seconded  by  Mr.  Beggs, 
Mr.  Kelly  was  called  to  the  chair. 

Election  of  Officers. 

Dr.  Whitla  proposed  that  Mr.  George  Beggs  be  elected  to 
the  office  of  President  for  the  ensuing  year,  and  referred  in 
appreciative  terms  to  his  character  and  ability. 

Mr.  Grindley  seconded  the  motion,  which  was  unani- 
mously carried  with  applause. 

Mr.  Beggs  then  took  the  chair  as  President,  and  said  that 
if  he  were  to  consult  his  own  feelings  he  would  have  re- 


Mb.  G.  D.  Beggs. 


mained  out  of  office ;  but  as  it  was  the  unanimous  wish  of 
the  Council  that  he  should  again  occupy  the  chair,  notwith- 
standing his  resignation  of  it,  he  should  be  lacking  in  his 
duty  to  the  Society  if  he  did  not  undertake  the  office  again. 
At  the  late  election  he  was  placed  at  the  head  of  the  poll, 
and  from  that  he  took  it  that  it  was  the  feeling  of  both 
members  of  the  Council  and  of  the  Society  outside  that  his 
conduct  was  satisfactory.  He  had  always  endeavoured  to 
sink  personal  feelings.  He  had  never  pressed  his  individual 
opinions  against  the  wishes  of  the  majority  of  the  Council, 
and  in  taking  charge  of  the  affairs  of  the  Society  again 
he  hoped  to  pursue  the  same  line  of  conduct.  It  was  only 
due  to  the  Council  to  state  why  he  resigned.  There  was 
no  friction  between  him  and  any  member  of  the  Society  or 
of  the  Council,  although  he  had  heard  it  stated  outside 
that  there  was.  He  resigned  simply  on  account  of  the 
serious  illness  of  Mrs.  Beggs,  and  at  that  time  no  hopes  were 
given  to  him  of  her  recovery.  He  was  greatly  upset  at  that 
date,  and  could  not  devote  the  time  to  the  duties  of  the 
office  which  the  interests  of  the  Society  demanded.  Fortu- 
nately for  him  that  had  passed  away,  and  now  on  taking  the 
chair  again  he  would  simply  say  that  he  should  try  to  do 
his  duty  honestly  to  the  Council  and  to  every  member  of  the 
Society.  He  thanked  them  for  the  honour  which  had  been 
conferred  on  him,  he  might  say,  for  the  fourth  time. 
(Applause.)  The  next  business  was  the  election  of  a  Vice- 
President. 

Mr.  Wells  said  he  rose  to  propose  a  provincial  member  of 
the  Council  for  that  office.  He  thought  that  when  they 
asked  gentlemen  to  come  from  different  parts  of  the  country 
to  assist  in  the  work  of  the  Council  the  least  ,they  could  do 
was  to  offer  them  some  of  the  honours,  and  he  begged  to 


nominate  Mr.  Johnston  Montgomery  for  the  vice-presidency* 
He  did  so  because  he  had  letters  from  some  members  of  the 
Council  who  were  not  present,  pressing  on  him  that  they 
ought  to  give  that  honour  to  Mr.  Montgomery  above  all  men. 
'  Some  members  of  the  Council  had,  from  time  to  time, 
insisted  that  the  northern  members  especially  did  not  come 
to  the  meetings,  and  did  nothing  for  the  good  of  the  Society. 
He  ventured  to  say  that  there  was  not  a  man  on  the 
Council  who  had  done  more  solid  work  for  the  good  of  phar- 
macy in  Ireland  than  Mr.  Montgomery.  He  had  been  a 
member  of  the  Council  for  about  twelve  years;  and  he 
joined  it  in  1889  when  they  had  an  immense  amount  of  work 
to  do.  He  was  over  with  them  in  London  about  the  last 
Pharmacy  Bill ;  and  from  that  day  until  a  year  ago  Mr. 
Montgomery  had  been  practically  the  northern  executive. 
If  they  wanted  work  done  in  Belfast  or  in  any  part  of  the 
north  he  was  their  man.  He  undertook  prosecutions  in  all 
parts  of  the  north  of  Ireland,  and  appeared  in  court,  which 
was  not  a  very  pleasant  duty.  When  they  had  difficulties 
about  certificates  and  declarations  he  was  applied  to  ;  and 
very  few  except  those  who  had  served  on  the  Law  Committee 
knew  how  much  work  he  had  done  in  connection  with  it. 
He  hoped  that  the  Council  would  elect  Mr.  Montgomery 
unanimously. 

The  President  seconded  the  nomination.  No  doubt  he 
had  expressed  the  opinion  that  the  offices  of  President  and 
Vice-President  should  belong  to  city  men  ;  but,  on  the  other 
hand,  he  had  found  that  there  were  precedents  for  the  course 
now  proposed.  He  instanced  how  matters  stand  in  Great 
Britain,  and  said  that  Mr.  Montgomery's  appointment  would 
be  a  very  gracious  act,  and  would  cement  north,  south,  east, 
and  west  together. 

Mr.  Smith  was  sorry  he  could  not  fall  in  with  the  propo- 
sition. Members  of  the  Society  had  asked  him  to  propose 
Mr.  Kelly  for  the  office,  and  he  did  so,  as  he  thought  it 
would  be  unfair  to  those  who  had  asked  him  to  withdraw  his 
name.  He  thought  Mr.  Kelly  was  quite  as  worthy  of  the 
honour  as  the  other  gentleman  who  had  been  proposed. 
(Hear,  hear.)  He  had  served  the  Society  for  a  number  of 
years,  and  he  was  very  popular  with  the  members. 

Mr.  Vincent  Johnston  seconded  the  motion. 

Dr.  Whitla  said  he  had  listened  with  pleasure  to  Mr. 
Wells's  remarks  as  to  Mr.  Montgomery,  and  with  equal 
pleasure  to  those  of  Mr.  Smith  as  to  Mr.  Kelly.  He  did  not 
think  the  question  hung  on  the  capabilities  of  either,  and  the 
capabilities  of  both  were  beyond  dispute ;  but  it  was 
advisable  that  they  should  elect  someone  outside  Dublin, 
and  in  the  circumstances  he  felt  that  it  was  his  duty  to 
support  the  provincial  candidate. 

Mr.  Wells  :  I  think  we  should  vote  by  ballot. 

Mr.  Kelly  :  I  think  not. 

The  President  then  put  the  question,  and  on  a  show  of 
hands  declared  Mr.  Montgomery  elected ;  and  subsequently 
the  voting  was  recorded  as  follows  :  For  Mr.  Montgomery, 
seven — viz.,  the  President,  Messrs.  Wells,  Grindley,  Dr. 
Whitla,  Moffitt,  Connor,  and  White;  for  Mr.  Kelly,  six— 
viz.,  Messrs.  Smith,  Vincent  Johnston,  Brown,  Batt,  Golden, 
and  Blair. 

A  Breeze. 

Mr.  Kelly  said  he  had  intentionally  pressed  this  matter 
to  a  vote.  He  had  a  great  regard  for  Mr.  Montgomery,  but 
he  unhesitatingly  said — and  he  said  it  for  the  honour  and 
dignity  of  the  Society — that  an  arrangement  had  been  made 
without  consulting  the  members  of  the  Council,  and  it  had 
been  made  in  a  manner  that  he  thought  lacked  manliness. 
He  had  no  hesitation  in  reiterating  what  had  been  often  said 
there — that  the  Dublin  members  were  the  members  that 
really  did  the  hard  work  of  the  Society.  (A  Voice  :  "  Ques- 
tion.") Mr.  Wells,  of  course,  would  always  question  anything 
that  did  not  fall  in  with  his  views. 

Mr.  Wells  :  The  books  will  show  who  is  right. 

Mr.  Kelly  :  I  want  to  know  who  was  it  that  arranged  in 
such  a  manner  that  this  thing  should  take  place  ?  Is  it 
consistent  that  gentlemen  who  have  not  been  here  for  twelve 
months  should  be  here  to-day  to  register  their  votes  1  I  do 
not  think  it  is  fair  to  the  Society,  or  that  it  represents  the 
feelings  of  the  members  of  the  Society.  I  could  tell  Mr. 
Wells  that  he  has  a  telegram  from  a  member  of  the  Council 
desiring  that  I  should  be  Vice-President.  I  have  no  desire 
to  be  Vice-President,  but  if  my  feeble  voice  shows  a  desire 
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-that  things  should  be  clone  aboveboard  I  shall  have  accom- 
plished my  object. 

Mr.  Wells  regretted  that  after  his  twelve-months'  holiday 
his  first  act  on  the  Council  should  appear  to  any  member  to 
be  anything  but  straightforward  and  aboveboard.  He  defied 
Mr.  Kelly  to  show  any  dishonourable  or  dishonest  act  on  his 
part  in  connection  with  the  Society  during  the  nineteen  years 
he  had  been  on  the  Council.  His  re-election  showed  what 
the  members  of  the  Society  thought  of  him.  As  to  the 
suggestion  of  Mr.  Smith  that  his  proposal  was  an  arrange- 
ment, he  denied  that  it  was  any  more  so  than  Mr.  Smith's 
proposal  of  Mr.  Kelly,  whose  friends  were  canvassing  for 
him.  He  (the  speaker)  had  not  communicated  in  any  way 
with  Mr.  Connor,  Dr.  Whitla,  Mr.  Moffitt,  and  Mr.  White. 
He  had  had  a  letter  from  Mr.  Baxter,  asking  if  a  provincial 
member  could  not  be  elected,  and  Mr.  Tate  had  expressed  a 
hope  that  Mr.  Montgomery  would  be  elected.  He  (Mr.  Wells) 
had  done  what  he  had  for  the  benefit  of  the  Society,  Mr. 
Montgomery  having  been  one  of  the  hardest  workers  on  the 
Council,  as  the  records  would  show. 

Dr.  Whitla  also  replied  to  Mr.  Kelly's  remark  regarding 
members  not  being  at  the  Council-meeting  for  twelve 
months.  He  was  one,  for  he  had  not  been  in  Dublin  since 
November,  1901,  and  then  had  no  opportunity  of  attending 
the  Council-meetings.  He  wished  further  to  state  that  until 
he  heard  Mr.  Montgomery's  name  proposed  he  never  had 
any  communication  with  anyone  regarding  the  election  of 
President  or  Vice-President. 

Mr.  Moffitt  :  The  north  men  intend  to  make  Mr.  Kelly 
President  next  year. 

Mr.  Kelly  said  that  Mr.  Wells  was  entirely  mistaken. 

Mr.  Wells  :  What  did  I  do  that  was  underhand? 

Mr.  Kelly  :  I  will  tell  you.  Did  you  ever  make  a  sug- 
gestion that  I  should  be  President  ?  What  I  say  is  that  you 
arranged  this  with  Mr.  Beggs  and  Mr.  Montgomery  the  very 
day  after  the  election,  and  I  do  not  think  you  should  have 
done  that  without  consulting  your  colleagues. 

Mr.  Wells  :  I  did  not  "  arrange."  I  had  a  perfect  right 
to  ask.  You  asked  me  a  month  ago  to  vote  for  another  man 
as  Vice-President. 

Professor  Tichborne  :  May  I  be  allowed  to  say  a  word  1  I 
am  sorry  that  the  discussion  has  taken  the  turn  it  has.  We 
should  have  dropped  altogether  the  question  that  has  been 
mooted,  and  should  look  at  this  thing  simply  upon  its  merits. 
I  must  confess  that  I  have  the  greatest  respect  for  Mr. 
Montgomery,  and  I  think  he  has  done  a  lot  for  the  Society ; 
but  I  must  confess  that  for  two  reasons  I  must  vote  for  Mr. 
Kelly. 

The  President  :  It  has  already  been  voted  on. 
Professor  Tichborne  :  Oh,  very  well ;   I  have  nothing 
further  to  say. 

Mr.  Montgomery  then  returned  thanks  for  the  honour  of 
being  elected  Vice-President,  saying  that  his  own  feeling 
would  have  prompted  him  to  withdraw  in  favour  of  others 
better  entitled  to  the  position,  but  he  accepted  the  vote  of 
the  members.  (Applause.) 

The  Treasurership. 

Mr.  Grindley  proposed  that  Mr.  Smith  be  elected 
Treasurer.  Mr.  Smith  had  acted  for  him  during  his  illness, 
and  had  great  experience  of  the  work. 

The  President  seconded  the  motion,  knowing  that  their 
late  Treasurer  (Mr.  Grindley)  had  found  it  impossible  to  act 
any  longer. 

The  motion  was  unanimously  carried,  and  Mr.  Smith  re- 
turned thanks. 

Messrs.  Brown  and  Kelly  were  appointed  auditors,  and 
committees  also  appointed. 

Mr.  Grindley's  Services. 

The  Vice-President  said  he  thought  it  was  the  duty  of 
the  Council  to  recognise  the  services  that  had  been  rendered 
to  the  Council  by  Mr.  Grindley  during  the  time  he  had  filled 
the  position  of  Treasurer.  The  duties  of  the  office  were 
onerous,  and  required  time  and  accuracy,  and  Mr.  Grindley 
had  acted  for  a  number  of  years  to  the  great  satisfaction  of 
the  Council.  It  was  unnecessary  to  refer  to  his  qualities, 
which  were  all  well  known  to  them  ;  and  he  therefore  moved 
that  the  cordial  thanks  of  the  Council  be  given  to  Mr. 
Grindley  for  his  services. 


Mr.  Blair  :  The  north  and  the  south  are  together  on  this. 
It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  second  the  vote  of  thanks  to 
Mr.  Grindley  for  his  able  conduct  as  Treasurer  of  the  Society 
during  so  long  a  period.  (Applause.) 

The  President  said  he  was  sure  the  vote  would  be  carried 
with  acclamation.  Their  only  regret  was  that  Mr.  Grindley 
had  found  it  imperative  on  him  to  resign  the  office.  (Ap- 
plause.) 

Mr.  Grindley,  in  responding,  said  it  needed  not  this  vote 
to  assure  him  of  the  kindness  and  sympathy  of  all  his 
colleagues  on  the  Council.  He  had  worked  with  them  for 
a  great  number  of  years,  and  had  always  experienced  the 
heartiest  kindness  from  them.  He  thanked  them  for  their 
forbearance  during  his  illness,  and  was  very  pleased  that  he 
had  been  spared  in  health  and  strength  to  come  back  to 
them.  (Applause.) 

Correspondence. 

A  letter  was  read  from  Mr.  Eobert  Simpson  thanking  the 
Council  for  their  expressions  of  regret  at  his  retirement  from 
the  Council.  The  President  said:  We  all  regret  the 
absence  of  Mr.  Simpson  from  the  Council.  He  was  one  of 
our  most  constant  attendants  and  conscientious  workers. 

A  Privy  Council  Order  was  read  approving  of  the  appoint- 
ment of  Mr.  D.  S.  Jardin  as  temporary  examiner  at  the 
October  Licence  examination  in  the  absence  of  Mr.  Forbes 
Watson.  The  President  remarked  that  Mr.  Jardin  con- 
ducted the  examination  with  great  ability  and  fairness. 

A  letter  was  received  from  the  Clerk  of  Petty  Sessions, 
Dromore  West,  remitting  31.  6s.  M.,  being  two-thirds  of  a 
fine  imposed  upon  Robert  Brett  for  an  illegal  sale  of 
Sandford's  rat-poison. 

The  Clerk  of  Stradbally  Petty  Sessions  remitted  Is.  Hd., 
being  two-thirds  of  two  fines  imposed  on  Patrick  Whelan  for 
illegal  sales  of  Cooper's  sheep-dip  and  Steiner's  vermin-paste. 
The  Registrar  having  explained  that  the  Magistrates 
reduced  the  fines,  Mr.  Wells  said  they  had  no  power  to, 
and  suggested  that  the  Castle  authorities  should  be  com- 
municated with,  as  it  was  a  very  serious  point.  The  ruling 
of  the  King's  Bench  was  that  Magistrates  have  no  power  to 
alter  the  summons.  The  Registrar  replied  that  he  had 
communicated  with  the  Constabulary  Office,  and  read  a  letter 
from  District-Inspector  Greer,  stating  that  the  defendant  was 
a  most  respectable  shopkeeper;  that  he  had  never  been 
warned,  and  if  he  had  would  have  discontinued  the  sale  of 
the  article ;  and  that  in  the  inspector's  opinion  the  justice  of 
the  case  was  met  by  the  Magistrates'  decision.  Mr.  Wells 
thereupon  remarked  that  the  principle  was  what  was  to  be 
contended  for,  and  on  his  motion  the  matter  was  referred 
to  the  Law  Committee,  with  instructions  to  write  to  the 
Inspector-General,  requesting  that  summonses  in  cases  of 
the  kind  should  be  issued  in  accordance  with  the  form 
approved  of  by  the  Council. 

A  letter  from  the  Assistant  Inspector-General  R.I.C.,  in- 
timating that  penalties  imposed  on  Dr.  Michael  O'Brien,  of 
Miltown  Malbay,  for  breaches  of  the  Sale  of  Poisons  Act, 
had  been  reduced,  on  his  appeal  at  Ennistymon  Quarter 
Sessions,  from  Ibl.  to  51. 

Examination-marks. 
A  letter  from  Mr.  V.  E.  Hanna  asked  for  his  marks  at  an 
examination. 

Mr.  Wells  :  By  whose  authority  were  the  marks  refused  1 
There  was  a  resolution  passed  that  these  marks  should  be 
given  to  candidates. 

Mr.  Kelly  :  I  brought  this  up  at  the  last  Council-meeting. 
I  think  it  is  a  very  wrong  thing  to  keep  these  marks  from 
the  candidates.  (Hear,  hear.)  There  is  not  another 
licensing  body  that  does  not  give  them. 

The  President  :  As  far  as  my  memory  goes,  this  matter 
was  before  the  Council,  and  they  ordered  that  no  marks 
should  be  given,  because  the  examiners  were  so  badgered  by 
rejected  candidates  sending  letters  to  them  asking  for  their 
marks,  and  saying  that  they  had  not  been  fairly  dealt  with, 
that  it  was  thought  best  that  no  marks  should  be  given. 
The  President  added  that  he  wrote  to  friends  of  the  English 
Society  on  the  subject,  and  ascertained  that  their  practice 
was  to  tell  the  candidate  who  failed  what  subject  he  was 
'  weak  in,  but  not  to  give  the  marks. 

Mr.  Johnston  :  That  comes  to  the  same  thing. 
I     The  President  :  The  Registrar  tells  me  that  the  candi- 
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dates  are  informed  what  subjects  they  have  failed  in,  but 
their  marks  are  not  given. 

Mr.  Wells:  There  was  a  resolution  of  the  Council  that 
the  candidates  should  get  their  marks  and  there  was  a  form 
for  the  purpose,  and  it  went  on  for  years.  Has  there  been 
any  resolution  rescinding  that  1 

The  Registrar  said  he  had  found  no  record  of  a  rescind- 
ing resolution. 

Mr.  Grindley  said  his  recollection  was  that  after  a  full 
debate  on  the  matter  the  conclusion  arrived  at  by  the 
Council  was  that  the  marks  should  not  be  given. 

The  President  :  Is  it  your  will  and  pleasure  that  candi- 
dates get  their  marks  from  this  time  forward  ? 

Several  Members  said  "  Yes." 

Mr.  Wells  :  Until  you  rescind  the  resolution  that  gave 
them,  you  have  no  power  to  withhold  the  marks. 

Professor  Tichborne  :  It  is  the  universal  custom  at  the 
Medical  examinations  to  give  the  marks. 

The  President:  Both  the  examiners  and  the  Council 
get  letters  from  the  candidates  about  them. 

The  Vice-President  :  Take  no  notice  of  them. 

The  Registrar  read  from  the  minutes  a  resolution  order- 
ing the  marks  to  be  given. 

The  President  :  Now  they  will  get  their  marks  until  that 
is  rescinded. 

Other  Business. 
Thanks  were  voted  to  the  managers  of  the  Missouri 
Botanical  Garden  for  their  donation  of  a  copy  of  their 
Report  for  1902,  and  it  was  ordered  that  Sir  William  Whitla's 
work  on  "  Materia  Medica  "  be  added  to  the  list  of  recom- 
mended books. 

Dr.  Henry,  M.  D.  O'Sullivan,  and  Mr.  Gutter  were  re- 
elected examiners. 

Mr.  M.  R.  J.  Hayes,  Cola,  co.  Tipperary,  was  elected  a 
member. 

Reports  from  the  Law  and  other  committees  were  dis- 
posed of. 

The  Registrar  reported  that  registered  letters,  making- 
inquiry  as  to  change  of  residence,  were  forwarded  to  the 
following  on  March  7  and  September  10,  1902,  but  no  replies 
from  the  addressees  have  been  received : — 

Ph  a  rn>  aoeu  tioal  Ch  e  m  huts. 
Belcher,  Rashleigh,  19  South  Mall,  Cork 

Carey,  James  Douglas,  Shelbourne  House,  Ball's  Bridge,  co. 
Dublin 

Carse,  Robert,  Cavland,  Dungannon 

Cavenagh,  John  Paul,  Lansdowne  Terrace,  Beverley  Road,  Hull 
Cochrane,  James  Rutherford,  Castleward,  Downpatrick 
Devlin,  Frederick  William,  17  Donegall  Street,  Belfast 
Fitzpatrick,  Martin  Francis,    Bayview   House,    North  Strand, 
Dublin 

Forewell,  Henry,  34  Penrose  Street,  Walworth  Road,  London,  S.E. 
Green,  William,  Mallow 

Griffin,  William  H.,  27  Upper  Sackville  Street,  Dublin 
Hoffe.  Philip,  Knox's  Street,  Ballina 
Johnston,  Samuel  Thomas,  6  King's  Street,  Ballina 
Legge,  Richard  John,  Duncan  Street,  Clonmel 
McDade,  William  John,  2  Dunluce  Buildings,  Lisbum  Road, 
Belfast 

McMurray,  Thomas  W.,  Kingscourt,  co.  Cavan 

Mitchell,  John  F.,  2,  Milton  Terrace,  Belfast 

Norris,  John  Walter,  Main  Street,  Tramore 

O'Reilly,  Michael  Joseph,  68  Queen  Street,  Dublin 

Thomson,  Alexander,  4  Geraldine  Street,  Dublin 

Watterson,  Archibald,  the  Sandycove  Medical  Hall,  Kingstown 

Chemists  and  Druggists. 

Johnston,  Charles,  27  Upper  Sackville  Street,  Dublin 
McMaster,  Hamilton  Wells,  26  Glenalpine  Street,  Belfast 
Nunan,  Daniel  Paul,  Charleville,  co.  Cork 
Phillips,  Edward,  22  Queen  Street,  Belfast 
Price,  George  R,  59  Moyne  Road,  Rathmines 
Robinson,  Thomas  Irven,  87  Manor  Street,  Dublin 
Shiel,  Michael,  Rathdangan,  co.  Wicklow 
Shera,  Edward,  Main  Street,  Boyle 
Simms,  William  J.,  Castlefin,  co.  Donegal 
Smith,  Bernard,  Ballyjamesduff. 

Registered  Dr  ugg  ists. 

Agnew,  Benjamin  Wesley,  28  Loretto  Terrace,  Belfast 
Bryans,  Alexander,  126  Agnes  Street,  Belfast 
D'Arcy,  John,  31  Lower  Clanbrassil  Street,  Dublin 
Fullerton,  William,  21  English  Street,  Nenagh 


Geary,  Archibald  G.,  35  Great  Victoria  Street,  Belfast 
Geary,  William  J.,  35  Great  Victoria  Street,  Belfast 
Graham,  Thomas  James,  88a  Ann  Street,  Belfast 
Haydock,  Benjamin,  Main  Street,  Longford 
Kearney,  Richard  W.,  Enniscorthy 
Lyttle,  Edward,  59  High  Street,  Newtownards 
McConnell,  Samuel  Robert,  1  Avoca  Street,  Belfast 
McDowell,  Thomas,  Rosetta  Cottage,  Princeton  Road,  Bangor, 
co.  Down 

McKenna,  Edward  F.,  27  Dublin  Street,  Clonmel 

Monahan,     Michael     Joseph,    c,'o     Messrs.     Jackson    &  Co., 

126  Stephen's  Green,  Dublin 
Murphy,  James  J.,  25  Summerhill,  South,  Cork 
O'Donnell,  John  J.,  136  Great  Britain  Street,  Dublin 
Pattie,  Samuel  Bell,  140  Hillman  Street,  Belfast 
Roche,  Patrick  C,  70  Upper  George's  Street,  Kingstown 
Shields,  Frederick  James,  12  Corporation  Street,  Belfast 
Spratt,  Thomas,  14  Hemsworth  Street,  Belfast 
Winton,  Charles  P.,  2  Clonliffe  Road,  Dublin. 

Other  business  having  been  disposed  of  the  Council  ad- 
journed. 


Xcgal  IReporte. 


High  Court  Cases. 

WlLLO'W  FOR  Salicin-manufacture. 

In  the  Outer  House  of  the  Court  of  Session,  Edinburgh,  last 
week,  Lord  Kyllachy  closed  the  record  and  ordered  proof  in 
an  action  instituted  by  L.  Schiltz  &  Co.,  willow  growers  and 
exporters,  Antwerp,  against  J.  F.  Macfarlan  &  Co.,  Edin- 
burgh, to  recover  238/.  12s.,  the  price  of  75  tons  of  red  sorce 
willow-peelings,  ordered  by  the  defenders  from  the  pursuers 
on  July  31,  1901.  The  defenders  say  that  the  peelings 
supplied  were  not  of  the  quality  contracted  for.  They 
ordered  75  tons  good,  sound,  dry,  red  willow-peelings  of 
1902  crop,  for  the  manufacture  of  salicin.  Some  of  the 
peelings  delivered  contained  red  sorce,  but  there  were  large 
quantities  which  were  not  according  to  contract,  being 
destitute  of  salicin. 

Alleged  Malicious  Prosecution. 

The  case  of  Hemstead  v.  Clark,  in  which  the  plaintiff,  Mr. 
Alfred  J.  Hemstead,  chemist,  sued  Mr.  Walter  George  Clark, 
chemist  and  druggist,  for  malicious  prosecution  and  false 
imprisonment,  and  was  awarded  by  the  jury  who  heard  the 
case  in  the  King's  Bench  Division  on  October  28,  50/.. 
damages  and  40/.  out-of-pocket  expenses,  was  again  before 
Mr.  Justice  Walton  last  week  for  legal  argument.  The  facts 
were  that  plaintiff,  who  managed  a  shop  for  the  defendant 
at  3  South  Street,  Ponder's  End,  N.,  was  given  into  custody 
for  alleged  theft,  and  acquitted  on  being  tried  at  the  sessions. 
Mr.  Justice  Walton,  having  heard  the  arguments  of  Mr. 
Powell,  K.C.,  for  the  defendant  and  Mr.  Moyses  for  the 
plaintiff,  said  that  on  the  points  raised  he  had  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  the  defendant  had  reasonable  and  probable 
grounds  for  believing  that  the  plaintiff  had  embezzled  the 
money  in  question  when  he  gave  him  into  custody,  and  he 
therefore  gave  judgment  for  defendant,  with  costs. 


Factory  and  Workshop  Act. 

The  Non-use  of  Faceguards. 

At  Brighton  on  November  7.  Messrs.  R.  Fry  k.  Co.  (Limited), 
aerated-water  makers,  of  21  Middle  Street,  Brighton,  were 
summoned  for  employing  a  young  person  beyond  the  period 
allowed  by  the  Act  on  September  19 ;  also  for  not  providing 
her  with  a  faceguard  and  with  gauntlets  when  engaged  in 
labelling  syphons.  Mr.  E.  A.  Wallis,  the  managing  director 
of  the  defendant  company,  pleaded  guilty  to  the  first  sum- 
mons, and  explained  that  the  offence  occurred  through  a 
misunderstanding  as  to  the  age  of  the  young  girl,  who  was 
employed  half  an  hour  over  the  proper  period.  Mr.  Wallis 
also  admitted  the  second  charge,  but  explained  that  there 
were  many  faceguards  and  gauntlets  provided  by  the  firm 
for  the  use  of  the  employes,  but  they  had  great  difficulty  in 
prevailing  upon  them  to  wear  them.  Defendants  were  fined 
lO.s.  and  the  costs  on  the  first  summons,  and  40.5.  and  costs 
on  the  second. 
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Medicine  Stamp = duty  Acts. 

Using  Old  Medicine-stamps. 

At  Gosport  Petty  Sessions  on  November  7,  Admiral  E, 
Field,  C.B.,  Colonel  L.  G.  Rodney,  General  R.  A.  H.  Barnes, 
and  Colonel  R.  H.  Martin  heard  evidence  respecting  a  sum- 
mons against  George  William  Darling,  chemist  and  druggist, 
for  uttering-  and  exposing  for  sale  a  box  containing  Vinolia 
cream  unstamped,  and  with  selling  a  medicine  known  as 
"  Dr.  Johnson's  corn-silk  "  without  the  wrapper  issued  by  the 
Inland  Revenue.  Mr.  R.  Hawkins,  solicitor,  of  Somerset 
House,  appeared  in  support  of  the  prosecution,  and  Mr.  E. 
Talbot  Palmer  appeared  for  the  defendant,  who  pleaded 
guilty.  The  evidence  showed  that  on  September  2  an  officer 
of  the  Inland  Revenue  visited  the  shop,  and  after  making  a 
purchase  he  saw  the  Vinolia  on  the  counter.  He  purchased 
a  box  for  Is.  3d.,  and  the  defendant  then  went  to  a  drawer 
to  get  a  stamp  out,  but  instead  of  getting  a  new  one  he  put 
on  one  that  had  been  used  before.  The  officer  then  bought 
a  packet  of  the  corn-silk,  and  part  of  an  old  stamp  was 
utilised  in  this  case  also.  This,  the  solicitor  explained,  was 
practically  no  stamp  at  all.  Mr.  Palmer,  for  the  defence, 
said  that  the  defendant  was  a  young  man,  and  his  business 
at  81  Stoke  Road  was  his  first,  and  he  had  only  had  it  for 
twelve  months.  The  stamps  were  in  the  drawer  when  he 
purchased  the  business,  and  he  thought  he  would  be  right 
in  using  them.  The  defendant  was  fined  20s.  in  each  case. 
Admiral  Field  remarked  that  it  was  the  first  case  of  the  kind 
he  had  known,  and  he  hoped  it  would  be  the  last. 


Merchandise = marks  Act. 

Apollinaris  Water. 

The  hearing  of  the  summons  against  the  Apollinaris  Com- 
pany (Limited)  (see  C.  3;  J).,  November  8,  page  777)  was 
resumed  at  Southwark  before  Mr.  Chapman  on  November  11. 
The  charge  is  that  of  using  a  false  trade-description  for  a 
natural  mineral  water,  and  there  was  a  similar  summons 
against  Mr.  Julius  Charles  Prince,  managing  director  of  the 
Apollinaris  Company,  who  now  gave  evidence.  Replying  to 
questions  by  Mr.  Lawson- Walton,  K.C.,  he  said  he  had  been 
associated  with  the  management  of  the  company  for  twenty- 
seven  years.  The  spring  was  discovered  in  1852,  and  in  1876 
a  German  company  was  formed  for  the  purpose  of  bottling 
and  dealing  with  the  water.  The  Apollinaris  Company  now 
had  the  sole  right  of  selling  the  water  all  over  the  world. 
They  had  fifty-six  tanks,  which  were  utilised  so  that  the 
pumping  from  the  spring  could  be  continuous  and  in  order 
that  they  could  have  an  ample  reserve  of  water  so  that  the 
bottling  could  be  continuous  during  the  working  hours.  It 
was  true  that  while  the  water  was  in  the  tanks  there  was 
precipitation  of  iron,  but  it  was  an  infinitesimal  quantity. 
The  contact  with  the  air  created  peroxide  of  iron,  which  was 
an  insoluble  compound,  and  its  precipitation  did  not  in 
the  least  affect  the  water.  In  recharging  the  water 
with  carbonic-acid  gas  no  non-natural  gas  was  used.  The 
carbonic-acid  gas  was  obtained  from  the  ground  round  the 
spring,  and  the  recharging  was  carried  out  by  the  water 
being  agitated  by  fans  in  the  presence  of  the  gas. 

Mr.  Avory,  in  cross-examination,  asked :  Have  you  not 
until  recently  been  selling  this  Apollinaris  in  Germany  as  a 
natural  mineral  water  ?  Witness  :  No,  the  German  company, 
who  are  the  proprietors  of  the  spring,  did. 

Mr.  Avory :  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  the  German  Courts  have 
interdicted  the  sale  of  this  water  as  a  natural  mineral 
water  1 

Witness  replied  that  the  printing  on  the  label  was  in 
German,  and  there  was  a  dispute  as  to  the  translation. 
There  was  an  interdiction  against  the  word  "  natural." 

Mr.  Avory :  That  was  on  December  17,  1901,  on  a  com- 
plaint that  the  addition  of  salt  and  the  precipitation  of  iron 
made  it  artificially  manufactured  water  ?  Witness  :  That 
may  have  been  the  complaint.  Asked  whether  a  Professor 
Bischof  reported  to  the  company  in  1872  that  he  had  found 
0'0121  of  iron  in  1,000,  Mr.  Prince  replied,  No  ;  he  died  in 
1863.    (Loud  laughter.) 

Mr.  Avory :  Water  containing  iron,  if  mixed  with  whisky, 
turns  slightly  to  an  inky  colour  ?  Witness :  More  often  if 
the  water  has  carbonate  of  soda  in  it.  If  it  were  bottled 
straight  from  the  spring  you  would  not  have  this  deposit  of 


iron  1  We  should  have  it  in  the  bottle.  Not  if  the  air  is 
excluded  by  the  cork,  surely  ?  But  how  are  you  going  to 
cork  the  bottle,  before  or  after  you  put  the  water  in  ? 
(Laughter.) 

Mr.  Avory  :  Do  not  waste  time  by  answering  like  that. 

Mr.  Chapman :  In  putting  the  cork  in  you  must  have 
!  contact  with  air.  Witness  :  No,  not  in  that,  but  it  is  im- 
possible to  bring  the  water  to  the  bottle  without  some 
!  contact  with  the  air. 

Mr.  Avory:  You  collect  the  carbonic-acid  gas  from  the 
earth  1    Witness  :  Yes. 

Mr.  Avory  :  Do  you  know  that  the  water  absorbs  the 
carbonic-acid  gas  ?  Witness  :  I  do  not  know  what  goes  on 
below.  (Laughter.) 

Mr.  Chapman :  Do  you  say  that  the  carbonic-acid  gas 
would  be  there  if  there  was  no  spring  at  all  ? 

Mr.  Avory  :  Yes. 

Re-examined,  Mr.  Prince  said  that  an  inquiry  was  held  in 
the  United  States  as  to  whether  Apollinaris  was  a  natural 
mineral  water,  and  therefore  free  from  duty.  It  was  decided 
that  it  was. 

Dr.  William  Odling,  F.R.S.,  Vice-President  of  the  Chemical 
Society,  and  Professor  of  Chemistry  at  the  University  of 
Oxford,  said  that  in  his  opinion  Apollinaris  was  a  natural 
mineral  water.  The  slight  addition  of  salt  did  not  in  any 
way  affect  the  question.  He  had  never  heard  that  the 
addition  of  a  little  preservative  turned  a  natural  product 
into  an  artificial  one.  If  it  were  so,  we  should  have  no 
nat'.iral  butter,  natural  wine,  or  natural  beer. 

Mr.  Avory :  No  one  suggested  there  was  a  natural  wine. 
(Laughter.) 

Dr.  Odling,  cross-examined  by  Mr.  Avory,  said  he  had  no 
doubt  that  the  water  in  its  natural  state  would  decompose 
when  bottled.  It  was  advisable  to  add  salt  to  prevent 
decomposition  The  sulphuretted  hydrogen  and  the  cork 
acting  one  upon  the  other  would  cause  the  decomposition 
of  the  cork. 

Mr.  Chapman :  There  would  not  be  decomposition  if  they 
were  not  together.    Witness  :  No. 

Mr.  Avory :  In  other  words,  this  water  is  of  such  a  character 
that  when  you  bottle  you  must  add  salt  to  it  to  prevent 
decomposition  .'    Witness  :  It  is  a  very  advisable  precaution. 

Mr.  Chapman :  That's  it,  it  is  a  liability. 

Witness,  in  reply  to  a  question,  said  the  iron  in  the  water 
was  in  a  very  small  proportion. 

Mr.  Avory :  And  by  the  water  standing  in  the  tanks  for 
seven  or  eight  days  it  is  reduced  to  nil  1  Witness  :  It  is  next 
to  nothing  to  begin  with. 

Mr.  Avory  :  Then  it  is  reduced  to  nothing  ?  Witness  :  Yes, 
if  you  like  to  put  it  so. 

Mr.  Otto  Hehner,  past-President  of  the  Society  of  Public 
Analysts,  said  he  had  made  an  examination  of  the  water  and 
agreed  with  the  last  witness  that  it  was  a  natural  mineral 
water.  There  were  ten  times  as  much  mineral  in  it  as  in 
ordinary  drinking-water,  and  not  one  of  these  mineral 
properties  was  affected  by  the  process  to  which  the  water- 
was  subjected  in  being  bottled  and  prepared  for  sale.  He  did 
not  think  much  of  the  decomposition  of  the  cork  through  the 
sulphate  of  soda.  When  decomposition  set  in  he  thought  it 
was  the  result  of  a  dirty  or  a  damaged  cork,  which  contained 
a  germ  of  corruption. 

Mr.  Avory  :  Every  cork  contains  a  germ  of  corruption. 
(Laughter.) 

This  concluded  the  evidence,  and  Mr.  Chapman  said  he 
would  consider  the  case  and  give  his  decision  next  week. 


County  Court  Cases. 

Compensation. 
At  the  Bow  County  Court  on  November  5,  Judge  Smyly 
awarded,  under  the  Workmen's  Compensation  Act,  Joseph 
Berry,  a  labourer,  12s.  6d  a  week  from  August  30  to 
October  18  last,  and  6s.  per  week  till  incapacity  ended.  The 
applicant  was  employed  with  Mr.  Hill  Jones,  manufacturing 
chemist,  St.  John's  Road,  Bow  Common  Lane,  and  was  clean- 
ing a  machine,  when  the  thumb  of  his  right  hand  caught 
in  the  cogwheel  and  was  crushed. 

Evolution  of  Specialities. 

In  the  Westminster  County  Court  on  November  7,  Judge 
Woodfall  had  before  him  the  case  of  Borwick  v.  Bayard 
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Sons  &  Bayard  (Limited),  Hall,  and  Van  Duser.  Plaintiff 
was  at  one  time  secretary  to  Bayard,  Sons  &  Bayard 
(Limited),  manufacturing  chemists,  7  Golden  Square,  W.,  at 
a  salary  of  21.  a  week,  and  he  alleged  he  had  been  wrongfully 
dismissed,  but  that  matter  had  been  settled.  The  present 
action  was  in  respect  to  remuneration  for  specialities  which 
he  said  he  had  assisted  in  bringing  out.  After  hearing  the 
evidence,  the  Judge  said  he  was  satisfied  that  plaintiff  had 
not  proved  the  defendants  were  liable,  and  gave  judgment  in 
their  favour,  with  costs. 

The  Chemist  Wins. 

At  Grantham  County  Court  on  November  11,  Judge  Wight- 
man  Wood  heard  an  interpleader  case,  in  which  Mr.  G.  W. 
Appleby,  Treasurer  of  the  Grantham  Loan  Society,  was  the 
execution  creditor,  Mr.  Alfred  Hutchinson,  chemist  and 
druggist,  the  defendant,  and  his  wife  the  claimant.  Mrs. 
Hutchinson  claimed  goods  upon  which  excution  had  been 
levied  in  respect  of  judgment  for  21?.  8s.  Mr.  Hutchinson, 
it  was  stated,  resided  at  45  North  Parade,  and  carried  on 
business  at  Westgate,  Grantham.  The  bailiffs  not  only 
levied  distress  at  the  business-place,  but  also  at  the  private 
residence.  Mrs.  Hutchinson  testified  that  the  furniture 
belonged  to  her.  The  Judge  found  that  14Z.  of  the  property 
seized  belonged  to  the  husband,  and  he  found  for  Mrs. 
Hutchinson  for  25/.  10s.,  which  amount  had  been  paid  into 
Court. 

The  Pauper's  Pills. 

Charles  Hodgson  has  been  an  inmate  of  the  City  of  London 
Union  Workhouse,  Homerton,  since  1884.  He  is  an  old  man. 
One  evening  last  June,  on  returning  to  the  house,  he  was 
searched  in  the  yard,  and  a  box  of  pills  was  taken  from  him. 
He  protested,  and  told  Mr.  C.  T.  Eidgway,  the  workhouse 
master,  that  he  would  make  him  pay  for  the  pills.  Accord- 
ingly the  case  of  Hodgson  v.  Kicfgway  came  before  Judge 
Smyly  at  the  Shoreditch  County  Court  on  November  8,  3s.  Qd. 
being  the  sum  sued  for.  The  defendant  submitted  that 
under  the  rules  paupers  may  not  take  things  into  the  work- 
house. This  did  not  satisfy  the  Judge,  as  the  following  bit 
of  conversation  shows  : — 

The  Judge :  If  a  pauper  chooses  to  enjoy  a  box  of  pills  — and 
some  people  do  enjoy  strange  things — why  should  not  he  do  so,  I 
mean  ? 

Mr.  Eidgway  :  Our  own  doctor  is  there  to  supply  such  neces- 
saries. 

The  Judge:  I  cau  understand  your  destroying  the  rubbish  on 
account  of  sanitation,  but  if  a  pauper  chooses  to  provide  his  own 
pills  and  medicine  it  would  save  the  Guardians  the  cost. 
(Laughter.) 

Plaintiff :  Dr.  Aveling  knew  I  took  two  a  day  regularly. 

The  Judge  (to  the  defendant) :  I  fail  to  see  on  what  authority 
you  took  away  these  pills  from  the  man.  I  know  that  certain 
things  are  forbidden,  and  doubtless  very  properly,  but  pills  cannot 
surely  be  wrong.    Were  they  patent  pills  ? 

Plaintiff :  No,  your  Worship  ;  a  friend  of  mine,  hearing  how  I 
suffered,  spoke  to  a  person  that  lives  

The  Judge  :  Never  mind  all  that ;  they  were  not  patent  ? 

Plaintiff :  Ah,  but,  your  Worship,  you  can  little  realise  the  good 
they  did  me. 

The  Judge :  Which  ?  Those  you  took  or  those  that  were  lost  ? 
(Laughter.) 

Mr.  Eidgway  :  I  act  on  the  rules  that  forbid  paupers  introducing 
articles. 

The  Judge :  I  fail  to  see  your  authority  here,  and  must  give 
plaintiff  the  verdict  for  his  3s.  6c?. 
Plaintiff  :  And  my  costs  '? 

Mr.  Eidgway  :  He's  been  a  workhouse  inmate  since  1884. 
The  Judge  :  No,  you  cannot  recover  costs. 
Plaintiff :  I  paid  4c?.  railway-fare  here. 
The  Judge  :  Next  case. 

A  Syphon  Dispute. 

At  the  Marylebone  County  Court  on  November  7,  before 
Judge  Stonor,  Mr.  James  Stephenson,  dispensing  chemist, 
39  Ledbury  Koad,  Bayswater,  W,  brought  an  action  against 
Mr.  W.  M.  Eraser,  14  Chepstow  Villas,  Bayswater,  to  recover 
21.  lis.  5d.  for  goods  supplied,  and  including  a  number  of 
aerated-water  syphons,  alleged  not  to  have  been  returned, 
in  accordance  with  a  printed  notice  affixed  to  them.  The 
plaintiff  personally  conducted  his  case,  and  Mr.  D.  Fleming, 
solicitor,  appeared  for  the  defendant.  The  plaintiff  gave 
evidence  as  to  supplying  the  drugs,  medicines,  &c,  to  the 
defendant's  order,  and  produced  books  containing  entries  of 


the  various  items.  The  main  dispute,  he  explained,  was  in 
.  regard  to  the  non-return  of  twelve  syphons.  These  were 
sent  out  upon  the  understanding  that  if  not  returned  they 
would  be  charged  for.  The  Judge  examined  the  plaintiff's 
books,  which  indicated  that  the  syphons  had  not  been 
returned.  Defendant's  maidservant  testified  that  the  syphons 
had  been  given  to  plaintiff's  errand-boy.  Plaintiff  said  he 
j  had  never  received  them,  whereupon  the  Judge  indicated 
that  the  evidence  was  against  him,  and  adjourned  the  case 
to  enable  plaintiff  to  bring  the  boy  as  witness. 


Sale  of  Food  and  Drug's  Acts. 

Sweet  Spirit  of  Nitre. 

At  the  Worship  Street  Police  Court,  London,  on  November  7, 
Alfred  0.  Mundy,  chemist  and  druggist,  11  Norton  Folgate,  E., 
was  fined  10s.  for  selling  sweet  spirit  of  nitre  deficient 
in  nitrous  ether  to  the  extent  of  20  per  cent. 


Bankruptcies  ant)  failures. 


Be  John  Faraday  Chambers  (trading  as  J.  F.  Chambers 
&  Co.),  Gedling  Lane,  Arnold,  Notts,  Manufacturing  Chemist.— 
The  examination  of  this  debtor  took  place  at  Nottingham  Bank- 
ruptcy Court  on  November  7.  His  accounts  showed  unsecured 
liabilities  276?.,  and  assets  254/.  In  reply  to  the  Official  Eeceiver, 
debtor  stated  that  the  assets  included  202?.  surplus  from  securities 
on  mortgaged  property  at  Arnold.  He  purchased  his  house  for 
1,450/.,  and  there  was  a  mortgage  of  1,200?.  on  it.  The  rest  was 
from  his  partner,  who  gave  him  500?.  as  goodwill.  The  Official 
Eeceiver  said  this  was  an  extraordinary  statement,  and  he  was 
not  prepared,  on  the  face  of  it,  to  proceed  with  the  examination, 
as  he  had  prepared  his  notes  on  an  entirely  different  basis.  Mr. 
J.  B.  Anderson,  debtor's  partner,  said  this  was  the  first  time  he 
had  heard  the  statement,  and  he  agreed  that  an  adjournment 
would  be  best.  The  Official  Eeceiver  observed  that  the  debtor's 
statement  was  against  the  honour  of  his  partner.  The  examina- 
tion was  adjourned  until  the  December  sitting  of  the  Court. 

Be  John  Vincent,  85  Haverstock  Hill  and  12  Chalk  Farm 
Eoad,  Pharmaceutical  Chemist. — The  debtor  filed  his  own  petition 
at  the  London  Bankruptcy  Court  on  October  31,  and  the  first 
meeting  of  his  creditors  was  held  there  on  November  12,  before 
Mr.  E.  S.  Grey,  Official  Eeceiver.  The  statement  of  affairs  was 
not  filed,  but  the  debtor  roughly  estimates  his  liabilities  at  1,400?., 
and  his  assets  at  1,025?.  The  latter  comprise  stock  350?.,  fixtures 
and  fittings  500?.,  book-debts  25?.,  and  the  goodwills  of  the  two 
businesses  150?.  Prior  to  March,  1899,  the  debtor  traded  at 
Bournemouth,  but  in  that  month  he  sold  that  business  and  pur- 
chased for  225?.  the  one  at  85  Haverstock  Hill.  Twelve  months 
later  he  bought  another  at  91  Hampstead  Eoad,  but  sold  it  in  the 
following  September,  and  in  March,  1901,  he  acquired  for  150?.  the 
Chalk  Farm  Eoad  branch,  which  he  carried  on  under  manage- 
ment. The  failure  is  ascribed  to  want  of  capital,  badness  of  trade, 
and  law-costs.  No  offer  was  submitted,  and  the  creditors  passed 
a  resolution  for  the  estate  to  be  wound  up  in  bankruptcy.  The 
principal  creditors  are  : — 


£ 

s. 

d. 

Bowling,  James 

67 

10 

10 

Barron,  Harvey s  &  Co.  ... 

62 

5 

2 

Maw,  Son  &  Sons  ...  ...   

16 

11 

8 

Eawsco       ...  ...   

19 

14 

6 

Searle,  Wm.   

14 

16 

6 

Stromberg,  J.  C  

64 

19 

8 

Toogood,  W  

10 

16 

3 

Vincent,  L.  A.       ...  ...   

379 

19 

5 

Willows,  Francis,  Butler  &  Thompson... 

40 

2 

5 

Be  Stephen  Hassale,  formerly  of  Hanley,  Staffs,  and  carrying 
on  business  at  Newcastle-under-Lyme  (Potteries),  Chemist  and 
Druggist. — At  the  Hanley  County  Court  on  November  12,  before 
Judge  Mullholland,  K.C.,  Mr.  T.  B.  Sproston  made  an  application 
for  the  discharge  from  bankruptcy  of  this  debtor,  against  whom  a 
receiving-order  was  made  on  April  25,  1892,  and  the  public 
examination  concluded  on  May  25,  1892.  The  liabilities  were 
estimated  at  172?.  lis.  7f?.,  and  a  dividend  of  ls..9At7.  inlthe  pound  had 
been  paid.  As  bankrupt's  discharge  could  not  be  granted, 
judgment  was  entered.  Mr.  Sproston  suggested  that  his  Honour 
should  grant  bankrupt  his  discharge,  on  consent  being  given  to 
judgment  against  him  in  the  sum  of  i0?.,  which  would  enable  the 
Official  Eeceiver  to  declare  another  shilling  in  the  pound  dividend. 
His  Honour  said  he  was  very  pleased  that  he  could  do  this,  and  to 
see  that  the  bankrupt  had  not  come  to  the  Court  until  a  long 
period  had  elapsed.    He  was  always  pleased  to  help  anyone  in 
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bankrupt's  position,  and  under  the  circumstances  he  directed 
judgment  to  be  entered  for  10?.,  and  granted  bankrupt's  discharge 
on  that  being  done. 

Re  Jonathan  Stephens,  50  Station  Road,  Keyham  Barton, 
Devonport,  Chemist  and  Druggist. — Ths  summary  of  the  debtor's 
statement  of  affairs  herein  shows  gross  liabilities  804?.  6s.,  of 
which  771?.  14.S.  is  expected  to  rank,  and  assets,  consisting  of 
stock-in-trade,  10?. ;  fixtures,  &c,  15?. ;  furniture,  21.  10s. ;  less 
preference  claims,  13?.  2s.  ;  net  assets,  14?.  8s. ;  deficiency,  757?.  6s. 
The  debtor  attributes  his  failure  to  want  of  capital,  decline  of 
trade,  and  pressure  by  creditors.  The  Official  Receiver's  obser- 
vations are:  The  debtor  is  a  chemist  and  druggist,  and  for 
several  years  carried  on  business  at  114  Fore  Street,  Devonport, 
but  owing  to  alteration  of  the  premises  he  removed  to  his  present 
address  in  May  last.  In  1892  the  debtor  was  adjudged  bankrupt, 
and  a  dividend  of  Is.  Bhil.  in  the  pound  was  paid  on  debts  amount- 
ing to  3,248?.  lis.  9<?.  The  debtor  has  not  received  his  discharge 
under  these  proceedings.  The  business  was  realised  as  a  going 
concern,  and  was  subsequently  acquired  by  the  debtor  from  the 
purchaser  for  600?.,  advanced  by  his  bankers  and  still  owing.  The 
debtor  has  deposited  three  policies  of  insurance  for  200?.,  150?., 
and  150?.,  respectively,  as  security.  Debtor  has  been  aware  of  his 
insolvency  for  some  time,  but  for  the  past  three  years  he  has  paid 
cash  for  nearly  all  goods. 


2)ee£>s  of  arrangement. 


Gill,  Samuel,  Foundry  Street,  45  East  Street,  40  Richmond 
Road,  and  45  Charles  Street,  and  residing  at  28  Welton  Grove, 
all  Leeds,  Manufacturing  Chemist  and  Grocer.  Trustee, 
Robert  M.  Burgess,  38  Albion  Street,  Leeds,  Chartered 
Accountant  and  another.  Secured  creditors,  720?.  Dated, 
October  31;  filed,  November  7.  Liabilities  unsecured, 
1,821?.  12s.  Id. ;  estimated  net  assets,  824?.  15s.  6t?. 

leemin  {,  albert,  10  Old  Steine,  Brighton,  Dentist.  Trustee, 
Albert  E.  Stembridge,  4  Pavilion  Buildings,  Brightoa.  Ac- 
countant. Dated,  November  5  ;  filed,  November  8.  Liabilities 
unsecured,  219?.  15s.  5d. ;  estimated  net  assets,  216?.  18s.  6(7. 

£    s.  d. 

Ash,  C,  &  Sons.  London    11    0  0 

Bevan,  — ,  Brighton   11    0  0 

Dental  Manufacturing  Company,  London  18  0  0 
Fielding  &  Co.  (Limited',  London         ...    20    0  0 

Morse,  — ,  Brighton   10    0  0 

Pankhurst,  Mrs.  (rent),  Brighton   88    0  0 

Payley,  Dr.,  Brighton    11    0  0 

Wilson,  — ,  Brighton    14    0  0 

Steel,  James  Glen,  3  Plowden  Buildings,  Temple,  and  Joseph 
Edward  Frings,  150  Chapter  Road,  Willesden  Green,  trading 
at  19  St.  Dunstan's  Hill,  E.C.,  as  "  Glen,  Steel  &  Co.,"  and 
"  The  Standard  Wine  Association,"  Chemical  and  Wine 
Merchants.  Trustee,  Frederick  A.  Parnaby,  34  New  Bridge 
Street,  E.C.,  Accountant.  Secured  creditors,  215?.  18s.  Dated, 
October  31 ;  filed,  November  7.  Joiut  estate,  liabilities  un- 
secured, 1,320?.  13s.  llf?. ;  estimated  net  assets,  811?.  19s.  3d. 
J.  G.  Steel's  separate  estate  : — Secured  creditors,  33?.  lis.  3c7.  ; 
liabilities  unsecured,  115?.  is.  lit?.  ;  estimated  net  assets, 
18?.  16s.  9c?. 


(Sasette. 


Partnerships  Dissolved. 

Gibbon,  A.  H.,  and  Nix,  R.  £.,  under  the  style  of  Gibbon  & 
Nix,  Bury  St.  Edmunds,  physicians  and  surgeons. 

Paley,  A.  A.,  and  Kitchin,  G.  H.,  under  the  style  of  Paley 
&  Kitchin,  Walsall,  veterinary  surgeons,  &c. 

Staackleton,  ».,  and  Sagrar,  J.,  under  the  style  of  Shackle- 
ton  &  Sagar,  Keighley,  a'erated-water  manufacturers. 

Shelley,  P.  W.  G.,  and  Holt,  G.  P.,  under  the  style  of 
Shelley  &  Holt,  Witheridge,  Devonshire,  surgeons  and 
physicians. 

The  Bankruptcy  Acts,  1883  and  1890. 

Adjudication. 

Pogmore,  Henry,  late  Shipley,  Yorkshire,  now  Bradford' 
botanical-beer  brewer. 


©notations  3Uuetrateo. 


h 

In  the  Pillory. 

"  I  think  this  Drug-trade  Appeal  Fund  is  contrary  to  law.  A 
good  many  years  ago  the  late  Mr.  Bradlaugh  prosecuted  Mr. 
Newdegate,  one  of  his  bitterest  opponents,  under  certain  old 
statutes  directed  against  1  maintenance  and  barratry.'  Those 
old  laws  were  directed  against  quarrelsome  and  litigious  persons 
who  assisted  either  party  in  legal  disputes  in  which  they  (the 
alleged  barrators)  were  not  directly  concerned.  .  .  .  The  pillory 
was  the  punishment  provided,  but  I  suppose  modern  justice  can 
modify  this  into  a  small  fine." — "  Xrayser,"  C.  &  D.,  November  1. 

"  Mr.  Glyn-Jones  may  succeed.  ...  If  he  does,  it  will  be  wise 
to  make  a  standing  order." — Ibid.,  November  8. 


Business  Changes. 


Mr.  W.  Duncan,  chemist  and  drug-gist,  128  Myddleton 
Road,  Bowes  Park,  N.,  has  sold  his  business  to  Mr.  H.  G. 
Mason. 

Mr.  J.  D.  Cossey,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  bought  the 
business  in  North  Street,  Chichester,  formerly  carried  on  by 
Mr.  E.  J.  Caffyn. 

Messrs.  Allen  &  Lloyd,  chemists,  High  Street,  Alder- 
shot,  have  recently  completed  extensive  alterations  to  the 
interior  of  their  pharmacy. 

Mr.  B.  Adams,  chemist  and  druggist,  Mansfield,  has, 
owing  to  the  sale  of  his  business-premises  in  Market  Place, 
removed  to  17  Leeming  Street. 

Mr.  H.  S.  Hankinson,  pharmaceutical  and  store  chemist, 
II  ford  and  Manor  Park,  has  opened  a  branch  at  6  Kingston 
Parade,  facing  Natal  Road,  Ilford  Lane,  Ilford. 

Those  on  this  side  who  have  done  business  with  the 
American  Drug  Supply  Company,  Niagara  Falls,  Out.,  should 
note  that  the  trading-name  has  been  changed  to  the  Niagara 
Falls  Concentrating  Company. 

Mr.  J.  F.  Wootton,  who  recently  purchased  the  chemist's 
business  .  at  17  Elswick  Road,  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  has 
disposed  of  it  to  Mr.  Arthur  Stewardson,  pharmaceutical 
chemist,  lately  assistant  with  Mr.  Hedley  Pattinson,  Whitley 
Bay. 
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©bservations  ant)  IReflecttons. 

By  Xraysee. 


The  Intelligent  Anticipation 

of  the  Poisons  Committee's 
report,  which  we  have  had  from  this  journal  and  from  several 
lay  newspapers,  is  suggestive  of  some  lively  business  later 
on.  Mr.  Hills  regards  it  as  "  deplorable  "  that  "  these  things 
should  leak  out."  Deplorable,  indeed  ;  not  that  the  things 
should  leak  out,  but  that  there  should  be  such  things  to  leak 
out.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  Committee's  proceedings 
have  not  been  public  from  beginning  to  end.  We  chemists 
are  keenly  interested  in  the  Pharmacy  Act,  and  we  have 
some  claim  to  be  informed  of  the  evidence  which  sufficed  to 
convince  our  own  familiar  friends — Drs.  Stevenson,  Thorpe, 
and  Tilden,  all  exports  in  poisons — that  the  protection 
afforded  by  the  Pharmacy  Act  is  no  longer  necessary.  For 
twenty  years  before  1868  successive  Home  Secretaries 
clamoured  for  restrictions  on  the  sale  of  poisons  ;  several 
impracticable  proposals  were  made,  and  when  at  last 
chemists  themselves  suggested  a  schedule  of  dangerous 
drugs  which  should  be  sold  only  under  certain  statutory 
conditions,  Parliament  accepted  the  proposal  in  principle 
and,  indeed,  made  the  restrictions  stiffer  than  was  originally 
intended. 

If  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell 

will  graciously  furnish  us  with  a 
full  report  of  the  testimony  which  has  satisfied  himself  and 
all  his  colleagues  save  one — I  am  assuming  that  the  reports, 
though  not  authorised,  are  not  inaccurate — that  the  time 
has  come  for  undamming  the  channels  through  which 
poisons  flow  to  the  public,  we  shall  all  study  it  carefully. 
There  are  many  chemists  who  have  declared  the  poison 
business  to  be  more  plague  than  profit,  and  these  may  be 
expected  to  approach  the  consideration  of  the  question  with 
a  bias,  if  any,  in  favour  of  the  Committee's  policy.  But 
there  are  others  of  us — and  with  us,  I  hope  and  believe,  a 
majority  of  members  of  Parliament,  magistrates,  ;coroners, 
and  medical  practitioners — who  will  take  a  lot  of  convincing 
that  freer  trade  in  deadly  poisons  is  at  this  moment  a 
national  need. 

The  Deplorability  of  Publicity 

seems  to  be  a  growing  senti 
ment  again  at  Bloomsbury.  Indeed,  like  weeds  in  a  garden, 
it  is  constantly  threatening,  unless  it  is  carefully  watched,  to 
choke  all  open  discussion.  Look  at  last  week's  Council 
reports.  Fire-buckets  and  a  fire-blanket  have  been  pro- 
vided in  the  chemical  laboratory.  That  and  half-a-dozen 
equally  perfunctory  items  were  all  the  indications  that  could 
be  gathered  of  the  services  and  opinions  of  our  representa- 
tives. Last  month  a  very  important  resolution  of  the 
Council,  which  must  have  been  revealed  later,  was  only 
dragged  from  the  minutes  by  some  still  mysterious  circum- 
stances which  had  arisen  since  it  had  been  adopted.  And 
what  possible  reasonable  reason  could  have  existed  for  the 
secrecy  with  which  it  was  sought  to  surround  the  discussion 
between  the  Council  and  the  deputation  from  the  London 
Chemists'  Association  on  the  titles  question  1  I  know  tho 
usual  argument :  that  in  presence  of  reporters  the  discussion 
is  not  so  free  as  it  otherwise  would  be.  But  is  it  not  better 
that  on  such  occasions  expressions  of  opinions  on  the  part  of 
men  in  anything  like  a  representative  character  should  be 
careful  and  deliberate  rather  than  abundant  ?  In  any  case, 
I  think  it  is  time  that  chemists  should  have  some  definite 
indication  of  the  views  of  the  Council  on  the  titles  question. 
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I  rather  sympathise  with  Mr.  Broadhead  in  this  matter.  He 
has  a  general  impression  that  the  Council  is  opposed  to  legal 
action,  but  he  cannot  put  his  finger  on  any  vote  or  declara- 
tion to  that  effect.  I  have  the  same  impression,  and  am  in. 
the  same  difficulty. 

The  Interchange  of  Compliments 

between  the  London 
Chemists'  Association  and  Messrs.  Burroughs  Wellcome  & 
Co.  is  an  interesting  study,  but  the  outcome  is  not  in  all 
respects  satisfying.  It  might  have  been  too  much  perhaps 
to  expect  a  peccavimus  dated  ox  Monte  Nivale,  as  Mr.  Doran 
would  say,  but  it  does  seem  a  little  hard  that  our  many  and 
emphatic  protests  are  studiously  ignored.  In  Messrs. 
B.  W.  &  Co.'s  last  letter  the  same  disposition  as  was  pre- 
viously complained  of  to  |confuse  the  two  substitutions  is 
still  manifest,  and  all  the  misunderstanding  is  coolly  attri- 
buted to  us.  After  all,  it  was  not  so  much  the  "Imp" 
circular  itself  that  hurt  us.  When  we  knew  it  was  in  the 
cartons,  those  of  us  who  did  not  regard  it  as  beneficial  to 
our  businesses  knew  how  to  deal  with  it.  But  the  particular 
grief  lay  in  the  discovery  that  the  mutual  respect  which  we 
all  thought  existed  between  ourselves  and  Messrs.  Burroughs 
Wellcome  &  Co.  was  so  sharply  challenged.  The  new 
circular,  a  copy  of  which  I  have  seen,  deals  simply  with  the 
trade-mark  ';  Tabloid,"  and  is  explicit  and  correct.  It  is 
headed,  "'  The  Strong  Thing  is  the  Just  Thing.'—  Gdrlyle." 
I  do  not  know  with  what  context  Carlyle  wrote  that 
sentence  ;  but  I  do  know  that  standing  by  itself,  and  so  far 
as  it  is  intelligible,  it  is  often,  and  I  should  say  generally, 
untrue. 

The  Gifted  Coroner 

for  the  city  of  Ely  should  be  advised  that 
guessing  at  the  contents  of  an  Act  of  Parliament  is  always 
risky,  and  is  particularly  objectionable  on  the  part  of  anyone 
who  fills  a  judicial  position.  It  is  even  more  to  be  regretted 
that  the  unqualified  assistant  who  sold  the  salt  of  lemon, 
which  the  Coroner  assumed  to  be  a  statutory  poison,  had 
not  acquainted  himself  better  with  the  Pharmacy  Act  before 
he  gave  evidence.  He  missed  a  splendid  opportunity  of 
administering  a  little  legal  lesson  to  Sir  Oracle  in  return  for 
the  "edification"  which  that  gentleman  had  provided  for 
him. 

Expert  Evidence 

is  rather  severely  handled  in  the  North 
American  Review  for  October  15  by  Justice  Woodward,  of 
the  Supreme  Court  of  New  York.  The  Judge  does  not 
quote,  but  evidently  sympathises  with,  the  old  dictum 

"  Liars,  d  d  liars,  and  expert  witnesses."    Lord  Campbell, 

referring  to  an  expert's  evidence  which  had  been  given  in  a 
case  he  was  summing  up,  said :  "  Hardly  any  weight  is  to  be 
given  to  the  evidence  of  what  are  called  scientific  witnesses. 
They  come  with  a  bias  on  their  minds  to  support  the  cause 
in  which  they  are  embarked."  An  American  Judge  (Justice 
Eumsey)  said  of  the  same  kind  of  witness  :  "  The  sole 
difference  between  him  and  an  advocate  is  that  he  makes 
his  arguments  under  oath,  and  endeavours  to  add  the 
weight  of  the  oath  to  the  opinion  of  the  advocate."  Medical 
experts  have  been  known  in  courts  longer  than  any  other 
kind,  and  it  is  these  that  Justice  Woodward  particularly 
fears.  Tho  most  honourable  of  them  is  liable  to  give 
evidence  which  would  be  utterly  discredited  in  the  next 
generation.  Sir  Thomas  Brown,  the  author  of  "  Keligio 
Medici,"  gave  expert  evidence  in  a  case  heard  by  Sir 
Matthew  Hale  in  1665  against  two  poor  widows  charged 
!  with  witchcraft.  The  Court  found  the  evidence  conclusive, 
and  the,  two  women  were  hanged. 
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GOOD  WINTER  LINES 

FOB 

LUNG  AND  THROAT  AFFECTIONS. 

"  To  breathe  '  Sanitas '  is  to  breathe  health." — 

Gordon  Stables,  O.M.,  M.D.,  R  N 


"  SANITAS  "  BRONCHITIS  each. 

KETTLES  -      -      -  2s.  6d. 

"SANITAS"  INHALERS  -  2s.  6d. 
"SANITAS"  POCKET 

INHALERS  is.  Od. 
"SANITAS"  OIL, 

IS.  &  4S.  Bottles. 
"  SANITAS  "  EMBROCATION, 

1S.  &  2s.  6d.  Bottles. 


Pamphlets  Free. 

THE  "SANITAS  "  CO.,  Ltd. 

Bethnal  Green,  London 


<3-„  S.  MUMFORD 

FARRINGDON    ROAD,    LONDON,  E.C. 


No.  1  Finest  Pure 
CRUSHED  LINSEED 

20/6e&.| 

Finest  Pure 
STARCH  POWDER 

22/  oft. 

No.  2  Pure 
CRUSHED  LINSEED 

19/6C£ 

No.  1  Finest  Light  Pure 
PRECIPITATED  CHALK 

25  /  ewt. 

Best  Cleaned 
LINSEED  (TEA> 

21 /eft. 

EPSOM    SALTS,  ESS 
Purified,  Clean,  and  Dry. 

9  /  cwt. 

No.  1  Finest  Pure 
FULLER'S  EARTH 
(Light  Colour) 

15/c! 

Finest  Levigated 
"WHITE    EARTH  " 
(Toilet  purposes). 

18/ cwt. 

Finest 
TART.  ACID 

Lowst.Cur. 
Prices  | 

Finest  Pure 
TOILET  OATMEAL,  SPECIAL 

32/  cwt. 

1/lb- 

Finest  Pure 
LIQUORICE  JUICE 

/iod 

Finest 
ARROWROOT 

>Ji  CABEIAGE  PAID  to  Kailway  Stations  within  200  miles  of  London 
(or  allowance  made  for  distances  beyond)  on  a  total  weight  of  112  lbs. 
and  upwards  of  above  articles.  Smaller  parcels  delivered  free  on  rail 
London  at  above  prices.  
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"Lord 
Roberts' 
Label." 

Magnesium  Sulphate  Aperient. 

The  "  Lancet  "  says  :— "  Typical  Natural  Purgative  Water.  Mild,  painless 
noQ  nauseating.   Full  dose  is  comparatively  small." 


fflmtural  Hungarian 

BITTER  WATER, 


Sold  at  a  Popular  Price,  showing:  a  Large  Profit  to  Chemists. 

For  Trade  terms,  Press  matter,  Analysis,  and  Samples,  apply  to 

KRONTHAL  WATERS,  LIMITED 

70  Dean  Street,  Oxford  Street,  LONDON,  W. 

"THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST"  SERIES. 


PHARMACEUTICAL  FORMULAS. 
THE  ART  OF  DISPENSING. 
VETERINARY  COUNTER  PRACTICE. 
PHARMACEUTICAL  TESTING. 
DISEASES  AND  REMEDIES. 
GUIDE  TO  PRELIM.  EXAM. 
URINE  ANALYSIS. 
OPENING  A  PHARMACY. 


Price  7/6,  by  Post  8/-. 
Price  5/6,  by  Post  5/10 
Price  3/6,  by  Post  3/10. 
Price  2/6,  by  Post  2/9. 
Price  2/6,  by  Post  2/9. 
Price  2/6,  by  Post  2/9. 
Price  2/6,  by  Post  2/9. 
Price  1/-,  by  Post  1/1. 

Published  at  the  Offices  of  "THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST," 
LONDON,  MELBOURNE,  &  SYDNEY. 


TOMLINSON  &  CO.'S 

DAIRY  HELPS 


BUTTER  POWDER, 
BUTTER  COLOUR, 
CHEESE   RENNET   &  COLOUR. 

Seasonable  Lines.    Splendid  Profits. 

■    •  Only  Address — 

TOMLINSON  &  HAYWARD,  Ltd.,  LINCOLN 


WITH  47  ILLTJSTB  A-TIOTTS. 
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RADIOGRAPHY  AND  X  RAYS : 

Its  Theory,  Practice,  and  Applications. 
With  Constructional  and  Manipulatory  Details. 

By  S.  R.  BOTTONE.  [3] 
WHITTAKER  &  CO..  Paternoster  Square,  London,  E.C. 
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JEbitonal  Comments. 


Standards  for  Medicines. 

The  evening  meetings  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  in 
London  have  of  recent  years  dwindled  down  to  small  compass. 
Several  circumstances  have  combined  to  bring  about  this 
condition.  In  the  palmiest  days  of  the  meetings  the  pro- 
fessors in  the  School  of  Pharmacy  were  trained  pharma- 
cists, and  it  was  a  point  of  honour  with  them  to  attend 
regularly,  and  they  were  well  backed  by  a  considerable 
number  of  members  of  the  Society  and  of  the  Council,  whose 
interest  in  the  advancement  of  pharmacy  as  an  art  was  at 
least  equal  to  their  energy  in  administrative  and  political 
directions.  The  younger  generation  has  not  been  equal  to 
filling  the  gaps  made  by  the  retirement  of  their  elders,  and 
the  multiplication  of  local  organisations  appears  also  to  have 
influenced  attendance.  We  believe  we  are  safe  in  saying 
that  the  average  attendance  at  the  meetings  during  the  past 
three  years,  apart  ,from  the  school  students  and  members 
of  the  permanent  staff,  has  not  far  exceeded  ten.  The  pro- 
ceedings have  also  been  variable,  and  a  heroic  attempt  to 
popularise  the  meetings  by  lantern-lectures  has  signally 
failed.  A  new  era  is  understood  to  have  commenced  with 
this  week's  meeting ;  at  any  rate,  the  paper  "  Standards  for 
Medicines,"  by  Mr.  John  C.  Umney,  brought  together  an 
audience  both  numerous  and  essentially  pharmaceutical.  It 
is  a  sad  reflection  upon  the  higher  qualification  now  required 
of  pharmacists  that  it  has  not  improved  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  as  a  centre  of  progress  in  the  pharmaceutic  art  in 
this  country,  and  should  the  present  effort  to  maintain  the 
evening  meetings  be  a  failure  we  may  as  well  conclude  that 
the  Society  has  served  its  day  in  this  direction,  and  that  its 
future  lies  in  the  administrative  and  qualifying  direction. 

Mr.  Umney's  communication  was  remarkably  free  from 
controversial  matter.  He  did  not  attempt  to  say  whether 
an  increase  in  official  standards  is  desirable  or  not,  but  he 
emphasised  the  fact  that  while  such  standards  are  placed  in 
the  Pharmacopoeia  for  the  purpose  of  ensuring  the  efficacy 
of  medicines  used  in  dispensing  medical  prescriptions,  they 
are  also  employed  as  a  means  of  judging  the  quality  of 
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medicines  sold  to  the  public.  We  print  the  paper  practically 
in  full,  including  all  the  data  which  the  author  has  culled 
from  some  thousands  of  analyses  of  the  preparations  and  sub- 
stances dealt  with.  The  discussion  of  the  paper  by  other 
experts  showed  general  agreement  with  these  data,  which 
may,  therefore,  be  regarded  as  something  more  than  the 
groundwork  for  fresh  pharmacopcsial  standards,  should  it 
be  resolved  to  adopt  such  factors.  The  paper  is  of  excep- 
tional value  in  that  respect,  for  as  standards  of  this  character 
must  ultimately  control  the  supply  of  medicines  to  the 
public  by  retailers,  it  is  as  well  that  they  should  know  what 
they  are,  and  consider  how  far  they  are  able  to  conform  to 
such  conditions  of  supply.  The  subject  is  a  large  one,  and 
the  Chairman  of  the  meeting  wisely  adjourned  the  discussion, 
as  it  became  evident  that  more  had  to  be  said  than  was 
done  on  Tuesday  evening.  In  fact,  we  have  on  this  subject 
reached  a  point  at  which  pharmacists,  retail  and  wholesale, 
should  pause,  in  order  to  ascertain  how  far  they  are  going,  and 
what  influence  standards  have  upon  their  art  and  their  busi- 
ness. Although  the  British  Pharmacopoeia  is  not  authoritative 
under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts,  it  is  accepted  as  the 
strongest  evidence  by  Magistrates,  and  in  the  few  cases  which 
have  been  fought  to  the  end,  the  High  Courts  have  taken  it 
as  an  authority.  Unfortunately  there  has  been  no  case 
carried  to  the  highest  Courts  in  which  the  articles  sold  are 
commonly  used  otherwise  than  as  medicines,  yet  pharma- 
copcsial standards  for  such  articles  are  taken  as  applicable 
generally.  That  is  one  of  the  greatest  dangers.  Another 
lies  in  the  fact  that  such  data  as  those  given  by  Mr.  Umney, 
although  obtained  from  preparations  made  on  the  retail  as  well 
as  wholesale  scales,  do  not  take  cognisance  of  the  conditions 
of  retail  stocking.  Changes  occur  in  one's  shop-rounds  which 
are  probably  avoidable,  but  not  always  under  the  present 
system  of  trading,  and  if  the  standards  of  opium  and 
asafetida  should  be  adjusted  to  the  commercial  supply,  it  is 
equally  desirable  that  consideration  should  be  admitted  for 
reasonable  variation  in  changeable  preparations.  Other 
points  might  be  mentioned,  but  sufficient  has  been  said  to 
direct  attention  to  this  most  important  subject,  which  must 
be  viewed  from  its  trading  as  well  as  from  its  scientific 
aspects. 


British  Trade. 

The  trade  of  the  United  Kingdom  last  month  was  again 
satisfactory.  We  subjoin  some  of  the  more  important  figures 
for  imports  and  exports  : — 

Imports. 

October  Ten  months 

£  £ 

Totals                             46,854,330  435,709,350 

Manufactures                    9,142,660  83,183,270 

Chemicals  and  oils     ...     1,513,187  14,938,893 

Apart  from  metals  (25,466,982?.  for  the  ten  months),  the 
rest  of  the  imports  are  raw  materials  for  manufactures,  food 
and  drink,  and  tobacco. 

Exports. 

October  Ten  months 

£  £ 

Totals                              25,149,831  234,663,502 

Manufactures                    20,222,545  195,281,418 

Chemicals                            826,237  8,088,370 

It  will  be  seen  how  great  a  difference  there  is  between 
imports  of  manufactured  articles  and  exports ;  even  in 
chemicals  our  imports  are  not  much  more  than  half  the 
value  of  the  exports — -viz.,  5,199,946/.  for  "  chemicals,  dye- 
stuffs,  and  tanning  substances  "  imported — while  of  "chemicals 
and  chemical  and  medicinal  substances  "  we  exported  to  the 
value  of  8,088,370/.  in  the  same  period.    Foreign  and  colonial 


merchandise  to  the  value  of  5,658,340/.  was  exported  in 
October,  which  is  the  average  monthly  export  this  year. 
The  following  is  the  quinine-account  for  the  month  and  ten 
months : — 

Imports. 

October 
39,586  oz.,  value  £1,965 


Ten  months 
1,036,574  oz.,  value  £52,373 


Exports. 

British.  96,637  oz.,  value  £5,525  659,345  oz.,  value  £42,526 
Foreign.  41,150  oz.,  value   1,765         246,879  oz.,  value  10,679 

Again  we  observe  the  peculiarity  in  the  values  of  foreign 
quinine  as  it  passes  in  and  out ;  doubtless  a  matter  of 
accounts.  The  exports  of  British  quinine  in  October  were 
exceptionally  large.  The  Board  of  Trade  returns,  from 
which  we  take  the  foregoing  particulars,  contain  statements 
of  the  destinations  of  exported  goods,  besides  the  origin  of 
those  imported  during  September,  as  well  as  the  nine  months 
which  ended  on  September  30.  They  are  exceedingly 
interesting  as  showing  from  whom  we  buy  and  who  are  our 
best  customers.  Taking  the  latter  as  the  first  item  in  the 
account,  we  arrange  the  leading  dozen  in  the  order  of  busi- 
ness done,  and  contrast  therewith  what  we  buy  from  them. 
The  figures  are  for  the  nine  months  : — 


British  Possessions 
United  States  ... 
Germany 

France   

Russia  ... 
Holland  ... 
Belgium  ... 
China 
Italy 

Turkey  ... 

Egypt   

Argentina 


Exported  to    Imported  f  rom 
£  £ 

79,889,138  81,327,689 

17,429,609  90,355,673 

16,988,260  25,460,171 

11,520,406  38,207,635 

6,791,903  18,744,614 

6,506,794  25,529,647 

6,278,642  19,516,931 
5,935,226  1,700,580 
5,098,744  2,760,187 
4,500,439  4,195,052 
4,360,160  8,588,185 

4,214,253  10,909,155 


The  figures  as  regards  Belgium  and  Holland  are  delusive, 
for  ports  in  these  countries  have  the  credit  for  goods  which 
they  merely  transmit.  Otherwise,  the  foregoing  figures  show 
what  splendid  customers  we  are  to  our  greatest  rivals  in 
trade — the  United  States  of  America,  France,  and  Germany. 
Also  the  figures  show  that  where  the  British  flag  flies,  or  is 
the  most  respected  emblem,  there  we  find  our  best  customers 
Our  total  exports  for  the  three  quarters  were  valued  at 
209.513,671/.,  and  of  these  the  British  Possessions,  Egypt, 
and  the  Argentine  took  nearly  the  half. 


CONFERENCE  OR  CONVENTION. 

We  used  the  word  "  Convention  "  in  writing,  on  Novem- 
ber 1,  about  the  approaching  meeting  of  delegates  to  the 
P.A.T.A.,  and  it  has  since  been  suggested  to  us  that  it  is 
altogether  better  to  call  the  meeting  "Convention"  rather 
than  "  Conference,"  as  the  latter  -word  is  now  so  closely 
associated  in  pharmaceutical  minds  as  pertaining  solely  to 
the  British  Pharmaceutical  Conference.  As  it  is  not  un- 
likely that  similar  meetings  may  be  held  in  future,  the 
designation  "  P.A.T.A.  Convention  "  would  certainly  be  dis- 
tinctive as  well  as  appropriate. 

USING   OLD  MEDICINE-STAMPS. 

The  case  reported  on  page  814  in  this  issue  is  a  fair  warning 
to  all  chemists  and  druggists  in  regard  to  the  use  of  old 
medicine-stamps.  We  are  calling  special  attention  to  the 
matter  in  our  forthcoming  Diaky  treatise  on  the  Medicine 
Stamp-duty  Acts,  for  the  offence  is  a  more  serious  one  than 
is  generally  realised.  It  is  illegal  to  expose  such  articles  as 
Vinolia  cream  and  Johnson's  corn-silk  in  one's  shop  un- 
stamped, and  the  re-use  of  stamps  which  have  been  on  other 
medicines  is  also  forbidden  by  the  Acts — in  fact,  under 
certain  circumstances  this  is  a  felony. 
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THE  POISON   COMMITTEE'S  REPORT. 

Some  of  the  Scotch  newspapers  give  points  about  this 
matter,  emphasising  the  fact  that  Mr.  Alexander  Cross  is  a 
member  of  the  Committee.  We  cull  the  following  from 
our  Scotch  contemporaries  : — 

The  Committee  will  recommend  the  addition  of  a  third  part  to 
the  Poisons  Schedule  to  enable  persons  not  authorised  pharmacists 
to  sell  poisons  for  agricultural  and  horticultural  purposes,  subject 
to  regulations. 

The  regulations  in  question  are  to  be  formed  by  or  under  the 
supervision  of  the  Privy  Council,  and  are  expected  to  insist  on 
special  shapes  and  labels  for  bottles  and  packages  containing 
poisonous  substances.  There  will  be  provisions  for  the  transfer  of 
poisons  from  one  schedule  to  another  to  facilitate  trade. 

THE   METRIC  SYSTEM. 

The  discussion  initiated  in  the  Lancet  by  Sir  Wm.  Gowers, 
M.D.,  shows  little  sign  of  abatement.  Dr.  C.  O.  Hawthorne, 
an  erstwhile  pharmacist,  and  Mr.  Walter  Hills  contribute 
letters  to  the  last  issue  of  our  contemporary.  Mr.  Hills  says 
that  "  as  long  as  the  prescriber  thinks  in  grains  and  ounces  so 
long  will  his  prescriptions  be  couched  in  those  terms.  As 
regards  the  relative  advantage  of  weighing  and  of  measuring 
liquids  for  medicines  given  internally,  it  must  be  remembered 
that  the  patient  takes  his  dose  by  measure  and  not  by 
weight.  If,  then,  absolute  accuracy  of  any  active  ingredient 
is  desired,  a  dose  of  that  active  ingredient  must  be  repre- 
sented by  a  definite  fluid  quantity  of  the  medicine."  Mr. 
Hills  adds  that  chemists  are  prepared  to  dispense  in  metric 
terms,  as  they  have  to  show  in  the  Minor  examination 
knowledge  of  the  system.  May  we  commend  to  those  who 
are  determined  that  the  system  shall  be  made  compulsory  in 
this  country  the  figures  regarding  our  exports  given  else- 
where in  this  issue  1  Apart  from  internal  trade,  estimated 
by  Sir  Robert  Giffen  at  about  1,500,000,000Z.  annually,  the 
greater  proportion  of  our  exports  at  present  has  to  be 
reckoned  by  English  terms.  Contrast  this  volume  of  business 
with  what  we  do  in  metric  countries. 

THE  MEDICAL  REGISTER. 

The  conviction  of  Herring,  alias  Hoffmeister,  for  prac- 
tising as  a  doctor  has  provided  the  Medical  Press  and, 
Circular  with  another  text  for  girding  at  the  General 
Medical  Council.  The  Council  is  blamed  for  not  having  a 
proper  medical  register.  Even  where  an  imposter  like 
Herring  is  caught  and  punished,  the  credit  is  by  no  means 
due,  according  to  the  Press,  to  the  official  Register,  which  is 
compiled  on  a  system  "  so  badly  framed  and  administered 
as  to  open  the  door  to  manifold  frauds."  The  registration 
system  of  the  General  Medical  Council  is  denounced  as  a 
failure,  being  "  unbusinesslike,"  and  lacking  in  such  elemen- 
tary points  as  identification  and  corroboration.  There  should 
be  little  clifficulty,  it  is  argued,  in  drawing  up  a  satisfactory 
system,  but  it  would  first  be  necessary  to  make  registration 
compulsory  and  its  renewal  periodical.  The  duty  of  main- 
taining the  ideal  register  would  be  entrusted  to  a  body 
(probably  "  businesslike,"  although  the  phrase  must  jar  on 
such  an  ethically-minded  profession)  "  charged  with  the 
co-ordinate  duty  of  prosecuting  irregular  practitioners  of  all 
kinds  under  powers  that  would  have  to  be  obtained  in  a  new 
Medical  Act."  It  is  all  so  simple ;  and  probably  Mr.  Brem- 
ridge  would  give  the  <;  body,"  when  constituted,  the  benefit 
of  his  experience. 

ETHERIFICATION  AND  IONISATION. 

The  Alembic  Club  is,  for  its  size  (it  consists  of  six 
members),  one  of  the  most  active  chemical  bodies  in  exist- 
ence. It  has  unearthed  and  reprinted  scores  of  historic 
papers  by  eminent  chemists  and  physicists,  which  have  laid 
the  foundation  of  mo'dern  chemical  theory,  but  which  few 
students  of  tb*-da'y  can  get  a'cbess  to.  The  latest  and 
sixteenth  volume  of  reprints  comp'rise's  papers  on  eth& vifiba . 


tion  and  on  the  constitution  of  salts,  by  Professor  A.  W. 
Williamson,  LL.D.,  F.R.S.,  who  holds  the  unique  distinction 
amongst  living  chemists  of  having  filled  the  presidential 
chair  of  the  Chemical  Society  for  two  terms.  The  papers 
were  published  between  1850  and  1856,  and  are  remarkable 
in  many  respects,  but  chiefly  because  they  express  ideas  in 
regard  to  the  ionisation  theory  of  solution  long  anterior  to 
those  of  continental  chemists,  who  have  more  recently  got 
credit  for  it.  In  a  paper  read  at  the  British  Association 
meeting  in  1850  (when  Williamson  was  in  his  twenty-seventh 
year)  occurs  this  passage — 

In  an  aggregate  of  molecules  of  any  compound  there  is  an 
exchange  constantly  going  on  between  the  elements  which  are 
contained  in  it.  For  instance,  a  drop  of  hydrochloric  acid  being 
supposed  to  be  made  up  of  a  great  number  of  molecules  of  the 
composition  C1H,  the  proposition  at  which  we  have  just  arrived 
would  lead  us  to  believe  that  each  atom  of  hydrogen  does  not 
remain  quietly  in  juxtaposition  with  the  atom  of  chlorine  with 
which  it  first  united,  but,  on  the  contrary,  is  constantly  changing 
places  with  other  atoms  of  hydrogen,  or,  what  is  the  same  thing, 
changing  chlorine. 

Here  is  the  ionisation  theory  in  a  nutshell.  The  volume 
is  otherwise  notable,  the  papers  on  the  constitution  of  salts 
giving  the  reasons  for  departure  from  the  old  way  of,  e.g., 
expressing  potassium  sulphate  as  K30,S05.  Chemists  in 
their  prime  will  enjoy  it,  and  even  those  in  the  infancy 
stage  of  chemical  knowledge  will  find  the  book  advantageous 
as  giving  the  elemental  facts  about  ether-formation  and 
formulas- writing. 

CO-OPERATORS  AND  INCOME-TAX. 

The  Grocer  states  that  a  number  of  associations  in 
England  and  Scotland  have  approached  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  in  regard  to  the  non-payment  of  income-tax 
by  co-operative  societies,  which,  they  state,  are  doing 
8i,782,949Z.  of  trade,  and  declaring  profits  of  9,099,4121, 
yet  practically  pay  nothing  towards  the  maintenance  of  the 
State.  It  is  suggested  that  a  Bill  in  the  following  terms 
should  be  enacted  : — 

Whereas  a  large  amount  of  the  trade  of  the  country  is  transacted 
by  the  societies  mentioned  in  this  Bill,  and  a  loss  to  the  revenue 
is  incurred  in  consequence  of  a  considerable  number  of  these 
societies  being  partly  or  entirely  free  from  payment  of  income- 
tax.    Be  it  enacted,  Sec,  as  follows  : — 

1.  This  Act  may  be  cited  for  all  purposes  as  the  Societies 
Income-tax  Act,  19 — . 

2.  From  and  after  the  passing  of  this  Act  all  limited-liability, 
joint-stock,  civil  service,  army  and  navy,  and  co-operative 
societies  shall  be  treated  as  units  for  the  purpose  of  collection  of 
income-tax,  without  rebate  to  the  individual  members  or  share- 
holders thereof. 

3.  Any  such  society  declaring  no  dividend,  but  giving  the 
benefit  of  profit  to  its  members  or  shareholders  in  any  other  form, 
shall  be  taxed  on  10  per  cent,  of  the  annual  turnover  or  value  of 
business  dene. 

4.  All  Acts  or  clauses  of  Acts  bearing  on  this  subject  shall  be 
and  are  hereby  repealed  in  so  far  as  they  affect  the  collection  of 
income-tax  from  these  societies. 


A  Remarkably  Honest  Chicago  Doctor  sent  in  a  certificate 
of  death  the  other  day  with  his  name  signed  in  the  space  reserved 
for  "  Cause  of  Death." 

Wages  in  Lieu  of  Notice. — At  th6  Whitechapel  County 
Court,  before  Judge  Bacon,  on  November  13,  Mr.  E.  R.  Roberts,  a 
chemist's  assistant,  sued  Mabyn  &  Co.  (Limited),  Shadwell,  E., 
for  one  month's  salary,  at  30s.  a  week,  in  lieu  of  notice.  Mr.  Hart, 
solicitor,  who  appeared  for  the  plaintiff,  stated  that  Blr.  Roberts 
was  dismissed  without  notice  because  he  came  a  quarter 
of  an  hour  late  on  a  Sunday  morning.  Plaintiff  gave  evidence  in 
support  of  this  statement,  and  was  questioned  by  the  Judge,  who 
remarked  that  it  was  the  plaintiff's  duty  to  be  up  to  time,  and 
without  calling  for  further  evidence  gave  judgment  for  defendants. 
He  remarked  that  plaintiff  might  have  been  justified  if  his  train 
or  his  tram  had  been  late,  or  had  broken  down,  but  his  only 
excuse  was  that  it  was  a  long  way  he  had  to  go.  It  was  clear 
that  if  a  man  was  engaged  to  serve  from  9  o'clock,  did  not  crtme  at 
the  proper  time,  and  was  sent  away  in  consequence,  he  Could  not 
recover  wages  in  lieu  of  notice.  He  (the  Judge)  could  not  ,be  a 
dispensing  power  and  set  off  the  extra  hours  on  Saturday  against 
Sunday. 
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Certain  IReacttons  of  the  Hlfcaloios 
of  3pecacuanba.* 

By  Alfred  H.  Allen  and  G.  E.  Scott-Smith. 


OUR  attention  was  recently  called  to  the  fact  that  the 
alkaloids  of  ipecacuanha  in  some  of  their  colour- 
reactions  presented  a  considerable  similarity  to  morphine, 
and  we  have  made  a  number  of  experiments  with  the  view  of 
ascertaining  to  which  of  the  ipecacuanha  alkaloids  these 
colour-reactions  were  attributable. 

The  best  recent  work  on  the  alkaloids  of  ipecacuanha  is  that 
of  Dr.  B.  H.  Paul  and  Mr.  A.  J.  Cownley.  They  have  recog- 
nised and  isolated  from  ipecacuanha-root  three  alkaloids — ■ 
namely,  emetine  (CS0H41K,O4),  cephaeline  (C^H^N-jO.,),  and 
psychotrine—  to  the  last  of  which  no  formula  has  hitherto 
been  assigned.  It  does  not,  however,  follow  that  these  are 
the  only  alkaloids  present  in  ipecacuanha-root,  and  in  the 
opinion  of  a  high  authority  there  are  at  least  five  such  bodies 
present.  However,  our  experiments  have  been  limited  to  the 
three  alkaloids  recognised  by  Paul  and  Cownley. 

Of  these  alkaloids  of  ipecacuanha  emetine  is  present  in 
the  largest  amount,  but  very  considerable  quantities  of 
cephaeline  are  also  present.  Psychotrine  occurs  in  much 
smaller  quantity.  All  three  alkaloids  are  soluble  in  amylic 
alcohol.  Emetine,  which  appears  to  be  an  amorphous  alka- 
loid, yields  crystallisable  salts.  Cephaeline  crystallises  well, 
and  psychotrine  also  forms  highly  characteristic  crystals 
when  properly  treated.  Emetine  and  cephaeline,  when 
freshly  precipitated,  differ  from  psychotrine  in  being  readily 
dissolved  by  ether  after  adding  excess  of  ammonia  to  their 
salts,  whereas  psychotrine  is  not  so  extracted,  but  may  be 
dissolved  by  subsequently  agitating  the  ammoniacal  liquid 
with  chloroform.  Dry  ether  has  little  solvent  action  on  dry 
emetine  or  cephaeline.  Emetine  and  cephaeline  are  separated 
by  Paul  and  Cownley  by  adding  excess  of  caustic  soda 
to  the  solution  of  their  salts  and  agitating  with  ether, 
which  takes  up  the  emetine  only.  In  this  behaviour 
cephaeline  resembles  morphine.  The  cephaeline  can 
be  thrown  down  from  the  alkaline  liquid  by  adding  chloride 
of  ammonium,  when  it  separates  in  crystals,  or  the  soda  may 
be  neutralised  with  acid,  ammonia  added,  and  the  cephaeline 
removed  by  agitation  with  ether.  These  processes  must  be 
repeated  several  times  to  ensure  a  complete  separation  of 
the  alkaloids.  We  extracted  the  alkaloids  from  a  sample 
of  Cartagena  ipecacuanha-root,  kindly  sent  by  Mr.  W. 
Chattaway,  by  moistening  the  ground  root  with  ammonia, 
and  percolating  with  amylic  alcohol,  this  process  being 
recommended  by  Mr.  A.  J.  Cownley.  The  alkaloids  extracted 
had  the  following  percentage  composition  : — 

Emetine    509  per  cent. 

Cephaeline   43'8  per  cent. 

Psychotrine   5'3  per  cent. 

The  alkaloids  were  isolated  by  the  same  process  from  a 
sample  of  Brazilian  (Rio)  ipecacuanha-root,  but  the  relative 
proportions  were  not  ascertained. 

We  have  also  isolated  the  mixed  alkaloids  from  three 
samples  of  liquid  extract  of  ipecacuanha,  B.P.,  and  separated 
the  alkaloids  from  one  of  these,  without  determining  the 
amount,  for  the  examination  of  their  colour-reactions.  The 
process  employed  for  the  extraction  of  the  mixed  alkaloids 
was  to  evaporate  the  alcohol,  dilute  the  residue  with  water, 
acidulate  the  liquid  with  hydrochloric  acid,  and  agitate  with 
amylic  alcohol.  This  treatment  would  remove  any  gluco- 
sides  present  and  other  bodies  of  a  non-alkaloidal  nature. 
The  aqueous  liquid  was  then  treated  with  sodium  bicar- 
bonate, and  agitated  with  amylic  alcohol  to  dissolve  the 
alkaloids.  This  process  gives  a  fairly  constant  product,  but 
in  order  to  ensure  the  absence  of  interfering  substances,  in 
some  cases  the  sample  was  diluted  with  water,  and  treated 
with  lead  acetate  to  precipitate  various  substances,  the 
alkaloids  being  subsequently  extracted  from  the  filtrate  after 
removing  the  excess  of  lead. 

The  colour-tests  were  made  in  each  case  by  taking  up  the 
alkaloidal  solution  in  a  pipette  and  allowing  it  to  fall  drop 
by  drop  on  to  the  concave  side  of  a  cover  of  a  porcelain  cru- 
cible placed  on  a  flask  full  of  boiling  water.    To  the  spot  of 

*  Communicated  to  the  Society  of  Public  Analysts,  November  5. 


the  alkaloidal  residue  thus  obtained  a  drop  of  reagent  was 
added  by  means  of  a  glass  rod,  and  the  mixture  cautiously 
stirred.  Under  these  circumstances  the  alkaloids  from 
extract  of  ipecacuanha  gave  in  all  cases  with  ferric  chloride 
a  blue  coloration  changing  to  green,  as  against  a  greenish- 
blue  from  a  residue  of  opium-alkaloids  obtained  in  the  same 
manner.  Frohde's  reagent  gave  colours  varying  from  bluish- 
purple  to  violet.  The  colour  closely  resembled  that  given  by 
mixed  opium  alkaloids,  but  was  not  so  bright  as  that  yielded 
by  pure  morphine.  Starch  and  iodic  acid  gave  with  some 
extracts  of  ipecacuanha  and  immediate  blue  coloration,  but 
a  negative  or  tardy  result  was  obtained  in  other  cases.  Opium 
alkaloids  of  course  gave  an  immediate  blue.  All  preparations 
of  opium  and  ipecacuanha  immediately  reduced  a  mixture  of 
ferric  chloride  and  potassium  f erricyanide  with  production  of 
Prussian  blue. 

The  isolated  and  purified  alkaloids  of  ipecacuanha  in  some 
instances  gave  reactions  less  striking  than  those  obtained 
with  the  mixed  alkaloidal  residue.  Psychotrine  appears  to 
be  the  constituent  of  ipecacuanha  alkaloids  which  gives 
colour-reactions  with  ferric  chloride  and  iodic  acid,  but  we 
believe  this  to  have  been  due,  in  part  at  least,  to  the  presence 
of  another  body  which  could  be  extracted  by  acetate  of  lead. 
At  any  rate,  by  treating  the  extract  of  ipecacuanha  with  lead 
acetate  and  decomposing  the  sulphuretted-hydrogen  precipi- 
tate in  the  usual  way  we  obtained  a  substance  which  was 
removed  by  amylic  alcohol  from  acidulated  solutions  and 
yielded  an  extract  which  immediately  reduced  iodic  acid  and 
mixed  ferric  chloride  and  ferricyanide.  On  rendering  the 
acidulated  liquid  left  from  the  amylic-alcohol  treatment 
alkaline  with  sodium  bicarbonate,  and  again  shaking  with 
amylic  alcohol,  a  substance  was  obtained  which  gave  a  bluish- 
green  coloration  with  ferric  chloride,  a  dirty  purple  with 
Frohde's  reagent,  and  an  immediate  blue  with  mixed  ferric 
chloride  and  ferricyanide.  These  reactions  appear  to  point  to 
the  presence  of  a  body  apparently  alkaloidal  in  nature  which 
is  precipitated  by  lead  acetate. 

An  objection  which  applies  to  many  of  the  colour-reactions 
of  alkaloids  is  that  the  colours  obtained  are  really  due  to 
reduction-products  of  the  reagents  employed.  Thus,  for 
instance,  almost  any  reducing  agent  will  produce  Prussian 
blue  from  a  mixture  of  ferric  chloride  and  potassium-ferri- 
cyanide.  If  the  substance  have  a  somewhat  strong  reducing 
power  it  will  liberate  iodine  from  iodic  acid,  and  this  will 
give  a  blue  coloration  with  starch.  Similarly,  the  various 
shades  of  green,  blue,  and  purple  obtained  with  Frohde's 
reagent  are  doubtless  due  to  the  formation  of  lower  oxides 
of  molybdenum,  though  the  actual  colours  are  sometimes 
curiously  constant  for  the  same  alkaloid. 

Quite  recently  there  has  been  published  in  the  Archiv  der 
Pharmazie  (September  10,  1902)  by  G.  Frerichs  and  Tapis, 
a  pjaper  on  the  Assay  of  Ipecacuanha  (  C.  $  D.,  p.  593).  These 
observers  generally  confirm  the  observations  of  Paul  and 
Cownley.  The  authors  state  that  both  emetine  and  cephaeline 
dissolve  in  Frohde's  reagent  almost  without  coloration,  but 
that  the  addition  of  a  trace  of  sodium  chloride  or  hydro- 
chloric acid  immediately  produces  an  intense  indigo-blue 
coloration  in  the  case  of  cephaeline,  but  not  with  emetine. 
Frerichs  and  Tapis  appear  to  have  actually  dissolved  the 
alkaloids  in  excess  of  Frohde's  reagent,  which  is  a  very 
objectionable  method,  and  one  which  results  in  the  destruction 
of  all  delicacy  of  the  reaction. 

According  to  our  experience,  when  a  drop  of  Frohde's 
reagent  is  applied  to  an  alkaloidal  residue  on  porcelain  eme- 
tine gives,  as  above  stated,  a  dirty-green  colour,  but  this  is 
changed  by  addition  of  a  minute  quantity  of  hydrochloric 
acid  to  a  fine  grass-green.  Cephaeline  gives  a  purple  colora- 
tion, instantly  changed  by  the  addition  of  hydrochloric  acid 
to  a  magnificent  Prussian  blue.  Psychotrine  gives  a  dull 
purple  with  Frohde's  reagent,  changed  by  hydrochloric  acid 
to  a  pale  green.  Opium  alkaloids  when  similarly  treated  give 
the  characteristic  purple  on  addition  of  Frohde's  reagent, 
but  this  colour  fades  on  the  addition  of  hydrochloric  acid. 
The  mixed  alkaloids  from  ipecacuanha  give  the  Prussian  blue 
reaction  of  cephaeline  with  great  distinctness  on  addition  of 
hydrochloric  acid.  This  is  a  readily  applied  and  highly 
characteristic  colour-reaction  for  mixed  ipecacuanha  alkaloids 
and  one  which  distinguishes  them  quite  sharply  from  opium 
alkaloids. 

A  most  valuable  means  of  detecting  ipecacuanha  alkaloids 
consists  in  the  production  of  psychotrine  in  a  crystallised 
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form.  Paul  and  Cownley  describe  the  crystals  as  well-defined 
transparent  prisms  of  a  pale  lemon-yellow  colour.  As  ob- 
tained and  observed  by  us  under  the  microscope,  psychotrine 
forms  very  minute  crystals  which  appear  to  belong  to  the 
regular  system.  Many  of  them  appear  to  be  octohedra,  and 
closely  resemble  microscopic  crystals  of  arsenious  oxide. 
Other  crystals  present  a  remarkable  resemblance  to  granules 
of  rice-starch.  Crystals  of  psychotrine  for  microscopic  ob- 
servation are  readily  obtained  by  shaking  out  an  amylic 
alcohol  or  chloroform  solution  of  the  alkaloid  with  a  little 
dilute  acetic  acid.  The  acid  liquid  is  separated,  concentrated 
if  necessary,  and  placed  in  a  watch-glass,  or  preferably  on  a 
microscope  slide  furnished  with  a  cell.  A  watch-glass  or 
small  beaker  is  then  moistened  internally  with  ammonia, 
'  and  inverted  over  the  alkaloidal  acetate  solution.  After  a 
time  the  vapours  of  ammonia  are  absorbed  and  liberate  the 
alkaloid  in  characteristic  crystals,  which  are  observed  under 
the  microscope.  There  is  no  occasion  to  employ  pure  psycho- 
trine for  the  purpose,  the  crystals  being  readily  obtainable 
from  the  mixed  alkaloids  of  ipecacuanha. 

We  desire  to  express  our  obligation  to  Mr.  John  Evans  for 
his  assistance  in  preparing  various  specimens  of  the  alkaloids 
of  ipecacuanha  in  a  state  of  purity. 


ftraoe^marks  Hpplteo  jfor. 


Objections  to  the  registration  of  any  of  the  undermentioned 
applications  should  be  lodged  with  C.  N.  Dalton,  Esq.,  C.B., 
Comptroller-General  of  Patents,  Designs,  and  Trade- 
marks, at  the  Patent  Office,  25  Southampton  Buildings, 
Chancery  Lane,  London,  W.C.,  within  one  month  of  the 
dates  mentioned.  The  objection  must  be  stated  on  Trade- 
marks Form  J,  cost  £1,  obtainable  through  any  money- 
order  office. 


('From  the  "  Trade-marks  Journal;'  October  22,  1902.) 
•  "  Zenobia  "  ;  for  perfumery,  &c.    By  W.  F.  Charles,  38  Market 
Place,  Loughborough.  248,634. 
"  Pharmaline  " ;  for  a  leather-softener.     By  S.  Cox  &  Son, 
1  Quay  Hill,  Penryn,  Cornwall.  245,418. 

(From  tlie  "  Trade-marks  Journal,"  October  29,  1902.) 

"  Lavantisol  "  (no  claim  for  "  Lavant  ") ;  for  antiseptics  and 
deodorisers,  and  for  perfumery.  By  B.  Kiihn,  36  St.  Mary- 
at-Hill,  E.C.    248,805  and  248,806. 

"  Purgen  "  (no  claim  for  "  Purge  '.')  ;  for  purgative  preparations. 
By  A.  Bayer,  Buda-Pest,  c/o  Cruikshank  &  Fairweather,  62 
St.  Vincent  Street,  Glasgow.  243,986. 

"  Hopogan  " ;  for  oxygen  tablets.  By  Messrs.  Kirchhoff  & 
Neirath,  Berlin,  c/o  W.  Lloyd  Wise,  46  Lincoln's  Inn  Fields, 
W.C.  247,275. 

"  Merits  Liyebets  " — the  latter  word  is  the  essential  particular, 
and  "  Liver  "  is  disclaimed  ;  for  a  liver-medicine.  By  Merit 
&  Co.,  66  St.  Mary  Axe,  E.C.  247,506. 

A  bath  device;  for  a  balneary  preparation.  By  Dr.  W.  Sed- 
litzky,  Salzburg,  c/o  Harris  &  Mills,  23  Southampton  Build- 
ings, W.C.  248,247. 

Device  and  the  word  "  Cooley  "  ;  for  medicinal  preparation.  By 
John  Cohen,  2  New  Walk,  Leicester.  247,689. 

"  Ezo  "  (no  claim  for  "  Ease  ") ;  for  a  lotion.  By  the  Ezo  Company, 
10  Cheapside,  Nottingham.  248,823. 

Combination  of  devices ;  for  surgical  bandages.  By  J.  A.  B. 
Schmidt,  Bremen,  c/o  Newton  &  Son,  6  Bream's  Buildings, 
Chancery  Lane,  E.C.  248,199. 

"  Lemogene  "  ;  for  essential  oils.  By  W.  Popplereuter,  54  Port- 
land Street,  Manchester.  248,304. 

"  Kababieb  "  and  "  Uskabier  " ;  for  mineral  and  aerated  waters. 
By  J.  Shanks  &  Co.  (Limited),  Townsend  Street,  Dublin. 
247,958  and  248,221. 

"  Primoba  "  ;  for  mineral  and  aerated  waters.  By  A.  G.  Barr 
&  Co.,  184  Great  Eastern  Koad,  Glasgow.  248,001. 

(From  the  "  Trade-marks  Journal,"  November  5,  1902.) 

"  Pyramid  " ;  for  silicate  of  soda  and  caustic  soda.  By  J.  Cros- 
field  &  Sons  (Limited),  Bank  Quay,  Warrington.  243,167. 

"  Chatolitk  "  ;  for  paints  and  colours.  By  Hiittenbach  &  Co., 
4  Fenchurch  Avenue,  E.C.  248,851. 


Grace  Botes, 


Messes.  E.  W.  Greeff  &  Co.,  20  Eastcheap  E.C,  have 
been  appointed  sole  agents  in  the  United  Kingdom  for  the 
syndicate  of  German  manufacturers  of  oxalic  acid. 

"  My  Head  and  Yours." — This  is  the  title  of  an  illustrated 
booklet  Mr.  B.  Whitworth  Hird,  the  advertising  specialist  of 
Norwich,  is  offering  to  chemists.  It  is  an  attractive  produc- 
tion, setting  forth  in  terse  prose  and  well-executed  illustration 
the  advantages  possessed  by  Mr.  Hird  for  turning  out  money- 
drawing  advertisements. 

"  Truth  "  called  attention  last  week  to  a  case  in  which 
"  one  Pettifer,  a  manufacturer  of  cattle-medicines  at  Eydon," 
was  concerned.  Messrs.  Stephen  Pettifer  &  Sons,  of  Malmes- 
bury,  Wilts,  the  manufacturers  of  Santovin  for  sheep,  wish 
us  to  state  that  they  have  no  connection  whatever  with  that 
person. 

A  Practical  Chemistry  Chart  arranged  for  pharma- 
ceutical students  by  Mr.  F.  P.  Sargeant  which  reaches  us 
from  the  Leeds  College  of  Pharmacy  is  evidently  intended 
for  use.  The  different  steps  in  analysing  a  salt  are  printed 
on  separate  cards  and  the  cards,  being  eyeleted,  can  be 
conveniently  hung  up  for  reference.    It  costs  a  shilling. 

Messrs.  Armour  &  Co.'s  London  Offices. — Consequent 
on  the  retirement  of  Mr.  Donaldson  this  firm's  extract-of- 
beef  and  pepsin-products  department  is  now  managed  by 
Mr.  J.  H.  Martin,  while  Mr.  A.  P.  Shaver  takes  charge  of  the 
toilet-soap  department,  Mr.  K.  J.  Wilson  continuing  the 
general  management  of  all  Armour's  interests  in  the  United 
Kingdom. 

Limpet  Solution  is  a  kind  of  varnish  which  Messrs.  G. 
Houghton  &  Son,  88  and  89  High  Holborn  W.C,  are  putting 
on  the  market  for  waterproofing  and  rendering  more  durable 
the  paper  binding  of  lantern-slides.  The  solution  is  applied 
by  means  of  a  camel-hair  brush,  and  dries  quickly,  but  it 
will  take  some  months'  use  of  a  binding  so  treated  to  judge 
of  the  utility  of  the  process.  We  are  assured  that  the 
slides  so  treated  never  require  re-binding — a  gain  which  will 
appeal  to  practical  lanternists. 

A  Hypodermic  Pocket-case,  made  of  solid  gold,  has  been 
placed  on  the  market  by  Messrs.  Burroughs  Wellcome  &  Co., 
Snow  Hill  Buildings,  E.C.    It  measures  3|  by2g  by-|  inches, 


and  is  fitted  with  gold  hypodermic  syringe,  two  glass-stoppered 
bottles,  mortar  and  pestle,  fifteen  tubes  of  "  tabloid " 
products,  and  a  tube  of  "  soloid  "  mercuric  potassium  iodide. 
It  is  specially  adapted  for  presentation-purposes. 

A  Good  Emulsion.— A  cod-liver  oil  emulsion  has  been 
submitted  to  us  by  Messrs.  Baiss  Brothers  &  Stevenson 
(Limited),  of  Jewry  Street,  E.C,  which  comes  as  near  being 
a  perfect  emulsion  as  any  we  have  seen.  The  homogeneity 
attained  is  admirable,  and  the  manufacturers  have  so  great 
a  faith  in  its  perfection  that  they  claim  that  it  is  "  quite  in- 
separable." From  an  independent  source  we  learn  that  the 
emulsion  is  an  excellent  seller,  and  its  appearance  and 
palatability  certainly  would  lead  to  that  supposition.  It  is 
very  well  put  up,  being  neatly  capped  with  split  skin,  and 
ornamented  with  a  tasteful  gold  block-label.  Furthermore, 
each  bottle  is  wrapped  in  paraffin  paper,  and  the  whole 
presents  a  praiseworthy  production  in  elegant  pharmacy. 
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pharmaceutical  Society  of 
Great  Britain. 

EVENING  MEETING. 

rrHE  first  of  the  technical  meetings  this  session  was  held 
JL  at  17  Bloomsbury  Square,  W.C.,  on  Tuesday  evening, 
November  11,  at  8  o'clock,  Mr.  Charles  B.  Allen  (Vice- 
President)  in  the  chair.  The  attendance  was  exceptionally 
large,  amongst  those  present  being  Messrs.  C.  Umney. 
T.  Tyrer.  F.  H.  Lescher,  J.  S.  Ward,  C.  G.  Moor,  W.  S.  Glyn- 
Jones,  Walter  Hills,  C.  E.  Sage,  H.  Cassin  Wright,  W.  C. 
Allen,  Walter  MacEwan,  W.  M.  Holmes,  Henry  G.  Greenish, 
Sydney  Morgan,  F.  C.  J.  Bird,  E.  T.  Brewis,  W.  Harrison 
Martindale,  Frederick  Davis,  E.  H.  Farr,  H.  W.  Gadd,  H.  H. 
Kobins,  E.  W.  Lucas,  F.  Bascombe.  E.  White,  T.  Tickle, 
Ernest  Umney,  W.  F.  Gulliver,  E.  F.  Harrison,  J.  K.  Wretts, 
E.  M.  Holmes,  and  Langford  Moore. 

The  Vice-President  called  attention  to  the  fine  Louis  XIV. 
mortar  which  has  been  presented  to  the  Society  by  Mr. 
Robbins,  then  briefly  introduced  the  author  of  the  following 
paper : — 

STANDARDS  FOR  MEDICINES. 

By  John  C.  Umney,  F.C.S.,  Pharmaceutical  Chemist. 

The  author  said  the  subject  may  be  divided  into  two 
headings :  (1)  standards  of  purity,  or  limits  of  impurity 
in  chemicals  (organic  and  inorganic),  crude  drugs,  &c. ; 
and  (2)  standards  of  efficacy — that  is,  the  proportion  of 
active  constituent  or  constituents  present  in  such  medi- 
cines. There  is  much  to  be  said  on  all  sides  of  the  subject, 
but  he  proposed  to  give  from  practical  experience  data  from  i 
the  pharmaceutical  side,  not  necessarily  final. 

In  dealing  with  standards  of  any  class  the  first  considera- 
tion, as  pharmacists,  must  be  the  question  of  the  authority 
of  the  British  Pharmacopoeia.  Although  it  is  only  prescribed 
by  law  as  a  standard  for  the  dispensing  of  physicians'  pre- 
scriptions ;  yet,  in  the  absence  of  any  other  authoritative 
guide,  it  has  been  and  is  frequently  accepted  by  magistrates, 
acting  under  the  guidance  of  medical  men,  analysts,  and 
pharmacists,  as  a  standard  for  crude  drugs,  chemicals,  and 
galenicals,  and  even  obsolete  Pharmacopoeias  are  not  with- 
out their  influence  upon  magistrates  in  determining  the 
composition  and  strength  of  household  remedies. 

The  British  Pharmacopoeia  of  1898  is  a  considerable 
advance  on  that  of  1885.  and  in  many  respects  is  quite  equal, 
as  a  standard,  to  the  last  editions  of  the  German  and  United 
States  Pharmacopoeias  ;  but  considerable  difficulty  naturally 
arises  in  the  interpretation  of  its  descriptions,  characters, 
and  tests,  so  that  public  analysts,  to  whom  the  chemistry  of 
foods  and  the  characters  of  chemicals  present  no  difficulty, 
cannot  be  regarded  as  the  highest  authorities  in  the  ana- 
lytical examination  of  galenical  preparations  and  medicines 
generally.  The  law  which  regulates  the  sale  of  food  and 
drugs  is  a  composite  one,  having  provisions  that  are  applic- 
able to  both  classes,  and  it  is  obvious  there  must  be  extreme 
difficulty  in  dealing  with  articles  that  come  under  such 
widely  different  categories. 

So  far  as  medicines  are  concerned,  the  British  Pharma- 
copoeia standards  are  not  provided  in  order  that  public 
analysts  may  determine  whether  the  medicines  infringe  the 
law  which  they  assist  in  administering,  but  they  are  placed 
in  the  Pharmacopoeia  as  criteria  of  therapeutic  activity  in 
association  with  natural  characters  which  physicians  and 
pharmacists  would  recognise  but  analysts  might  in  some 
cases  ignore.  When  the  Select  Committee  of  the  House  of 
Commons  was  taking  evidence  in  1895  regarding  proposals 
for  the  amendment  of  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts,  j 
Mr.  Charles  Umney  urged  that  the  British  Pharmacopoeia  | 
for  the  time  should  be  the  standard  for  all  substances  used 
in  medicine,  and  in  the  absence  of  such  standard  the  former 
editions  of  that  work  or  of  the  London,  Edinburgh,  or  Dublin 
Pharmacopoeias,  where  the  articles  were  contained  in  those 
works,  or  failing  those,  then  the  Pharmacopoeias  of  France, 
Germany,  or,  the  United  States.  The  recognition  of  such 
standards  would  have  to  be  very  carefully  considered,  and 
the  acceptance  of  them  should  be  entrusted  to  a  Board  or  ! 
Council  of  Reference,  as  suggested  by  Mr.  Charles  Umney,  I 
so  constituted  as  to  know  not  only  the  scientific  but  com-  I 


I  mercial  bearing  of  any  particular  subject  placed  belore  it 
for  consideration. 

The  author  then  spoke  of  the  suggestions  to  stop  inferior 
drugs  or  substitutions  at  the  ports  of  entry,  as  is  done  in 
the  United  States  of  America  with  asafetida,  ipecacuanha, 
jalap,  and  rhubarb ;  and  he  remarked  that  in  the  case  of 
drugs  of  low  standard  no  serious  cognisance  need  be  taken 
of  the  matter  by  those  engaged  in  medicine  and  retail 
pharmacy,  as  in  practically  all  cases  drugs  pass  through 
the  hands  of  wholesale  druggists  before  distribution  to  them, 
and  in  this  way  a  high  standard  is  without  difficulty  main- 
tained by  payment  of  adequate  prices. 

Dealing  broadly  with  the  first  part  of  the  subject — namely, 
the  standards  of  purity  or  limits  of  impurity — what  is 
required  in  the  case  of  chemicals  is  standards  as  near  as 
possible  those  of  purity,  taking  into  consideration  on  the  one 
hand  regard  for  the  public  health,  and  on  the  other  economy 
in  manufacture,  it  being  obvious  that  there  is  little  use  in 
wasting  money  by  arriving  at  a  standard  of  absolute  chemical 
purity  at  an  extravagant  and  disproportionate  cost.  In  the 
case  of  crude  drugs,  the  following  appear  to  be  the  standards 
to  be  aimed  at : — 

1.  Entire  freedom  from  admixture  or  sophistication. 

2.  Uniformity  in  character  where  attainable  by  reason  of.  the 
presence  of  a  certain  proportion  of  well-defined  active  constituent 
or  constituents. 

The  Standards 

may  be  arranged  as  follows  : — 

1.  Standards  of  purity  or  limits  of  impurity. 

(a)  Chemicals:  — 

(1)  Dangerous  metallic  contamination. 

(2)  Ordinary  chemical  impurities. 

(b)  Drugs.  Freedom  from  admixture  or  sophistication,  as 
shown  by : — 

(1)  Percentage  of  ash. 

(2)  Percentage  yield  to  solvents. 

2.  Standards  of  efficacy. 

(a)  Drugs.  Uniformity  in  character,  as  shown  by  percentage 
of  active  constituent  or  constituents. 

(b)  Characters  of  galenical  preparations,  as  shown  by  analyti- 
cal examination. 

Standards  of  Purity. 

(«)  Chemicals. 

(1)  Dangerous  Metallic  Contamination. — Of  metallic  con- 
taminations, the  principal  danger  in  chemicals  used  in 
medicine  may  be  briefly  stated  to  be  arsenic,  copper,  and 
lead. 

Arsenic. — The  scare  with  regard  to  the  contamination 
with  arsenic  of  certain  things,  including  B.P.  articles,  is 
fresh  in  the  memory,  and  it  is  therefore  desirable  to  con- 
sider the  products  in  which  this  metal  may  exist,  as  well  as 
the  limits,  if  any,  that  should  be  permissible. 

Glycerin. — The  only  instance  in  which  the  Brit.  Pharm.,  1898, 
prescribes  a  limit  of  arsenical  contamination  is  in  the  monograph 
for  glycerin,  wherein  Siebold's  modification  of  Gutzeit's  test  is 
given  to  indicate  approximately  1  part  of  arsenic  in  250,0C0  parts 
of  glycerin,  this  being  a  perfectly  safe  limit 

Sulphuric  Acid. — Attention  has  been  directed  to  the  possible 
presence  of  arsenic  in  all  bodies  in  the  production  of  which 
pyrites  sulphuric  acid  is  employed — e.g.,  glucose ;  also  in  bodies 
prepared  under  certain  conditions  with  fuel  containing  volatile 
arsenical  compounds,  of  which  class  the  principal  ones  of  interest 
to  the  pharmacist  are  the  various  products  of  malted  gram. 

Phosphates. — The  presence  of  large  quantities  of  arsenic  in 
sodium  phosphate  and  other  phosphates  until  recently  met  with 
in  commerce,  makes  it  necessary  that  a  limit  of  arsenic  should  be 
stated  for  medicinal  phosphates ;  1  part  in  25,000  should  not  be 
exceeded.  It  will  be  remembered  that  the  British  Pharmacopoeia, 
1898,  requires  the  absence  of  arsenium  in  phosphate  of  ammonia, 
but  does  not  make  a  similar  requirement  in  the  case  of  the  sodium 
salt. 

Liquor  Ferri  Perchlor.  Fort. — Arsenic  can  be  without 
difficulty  eliminated,  and  this  condition  should  be  insisted  on. 

Antimony  Compounds,  especially  Sulphide  of  Antimony'. — The 
United  States  Pharmacopoeia  prescribes  a  limit  for  purified  sul- 
phide of  antimony  equivalent  to  O'l  per  cent,  of  arsenic,  which 
seems  to  be  by  no  means  an  unreasonable  requirement. 

Reduced  Iron. — Attention  has  been  recently  called  to  the 
presence  of  arsenic  and  copper  in  reduced  iron,  but  the  author 
thinks  the  case  has  been  very  much  overstated  as  regards  arsenic, 
and  that  the  indications  of  Gutzeit's  and  similar  tests  have  been 
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misunderstood  and  the  proportion  present  much  exaggerated.  As 
however,  it  appears  almost  impossible  to  prepare  a  reduced  iron 
absolutely  free  from  arsenic,  there  would  be  no  harm  in  naming  a 
limit  of  impurity,  which  can  be  fixed  at  1  part  in  2,000  (see  Peck, 
Year-booh  of  Pharmacy,  1901,  page  452). 

Copper. — The  subject  of  contamination  with  copper  is 
interesting  chiefly  to  analysts  of  food,  as  in  some  of  these 
products  it  is  not  an  uncommon  contaminant.  Galenical 
preparations  must,  however,  be  carefully  examined  for  this 
impurity,  as  instances  have  been  recorded  where  extracts  of 
an  acid  character,  especially  green  extracts  made  from  fresh 
herbs,  have  contained  notable  quantities  of  copper  through 
manufacture  in  plant  made  of  that  metal.  The  quantity 
present  certainly  should  not  exceed  1  part  in  15,000.  It 
should  not  be  forgotten  that  nux-vomica  seeds,  and  possibly 
other  drugs,  naturally  contain  small  quantities  of  copper. 

Reduced  Iron  contains  as  a  rule  traces  of  copper,  but  not 
in  such  proportion  as  to  be  dangerous  to  health,  yet  the 
limit  should  be  fixed  at  1  part  in  5,000. 

Lead. — Citric  and  tartaric  acids  contaminated  with  lead 
have  been  the  subject  of  much  consideration,  and  the  matter 
was  brought  to  an  acute  stage  ten  years  ago  by  the  prosecu- 
tions under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  in  the  Wool- 
wich district.  Although  the  subject  was  then  most  ably 
investigated  and  reported  on  by  Warington  and  others,  it 
cannot  even  now  be  said  to  be  in  quite  a  satisfactory  con- 
dition. Since  the  accurate  determination  of  the  amount  of 
lead  in  citric  and  tartaric  acids  is  extremely  difficult, 
especially  in  the  presence  of  traces  of  iron,  a  definite  limit 
cannot  easily  be  laid  down.  It  is  found  in  commerce  that 
lead  is  present  in  practically  all  citric  and  tartaric  materials, 
tartaric  acid  generally  containing  the  most.  The  following 
test  for  these  substances  is  suggested  as  being  sufficient  to 
exclude  dangerous  quantities  of  lead,  while  passing  the 
best  grades  obtainable  on  the  commercial  scale  : — 

If  to  1  gramme  of  the  acid  dissolved  in  5  c.c.  of  ammonia 
solution  (10  per  cent.)  5  c.c.  of  saturated  solution  of  sulphuretted 
hydrogen  be  added,  this  mixture  should  not  acquire  more  than  a 
slight  yellowish  coloration. 

In  the  author's  experience  this  test  indicates  the  presence 
of  lead  in  citric  acid  to  the  extent  of  about  1  part  in  250.000, 
and  in  tartaric  acid  to  the  extent  of  about  1  part  in  100,000. 

Cream  of  Tartar. — Thanks  to  the  alertness  of  Dr. 
Harris,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  Islington,  attention 
has  been  called  to  metallic  contamination  in  cream  of  tartar, 
which  hitherto  had  escaped  notice.  The  limit  of  lead  in 
cream  of  tartar  should  be  fixed  by  the  test  just  described, 
which,  with  the  same  quantities  of  materials,  ensures  that 
the  amount  of  lead  present  is  not  greater  than  1  part  in 
200,000. 

Tartarated  Soda  and  other  tartrates  sometimes  contain 
minute  traces  of  lead,  and  limits  of  lead  as  impurity  should 
be  given  for  all  tartrates  and  citrates. 

Unquestionably  the  best  method  for  the  elimination  of 
such  dangers  as  these  is  to  guard  against  them  in  the  original 
substances  or  starting  compounds  for  manufacture,  and  in 
this  respect,  therefore,  the  provisions  with  regard  to  citric, 
tartaric,  and  sulphuric  acids  and  similar  bodies  cannot  be 
held  to  be  too  stringent. 

(2)  Ordinary  Chemical  Impurities. — The  British  Pharma- 
copoeia, 1898,  includes  a  considerable  number  of  standard 
tests  which  limit  chemical  impurity  by  the  determination  of 
the  quantity  of  pure  substances  present — for  example,  iodides, 
bromides,  &c.  There  can  be  no  question  that  the  limits  so 
provided  could  be  usefully  extended,  and  that  the  extension 
would  be  much  more  valuable  if  two  modifications  in  the 
monographs  of  our  Pharmacopoeia  were  carried  into  effect : 
one  a  statement  of  the  molecular  weight  of  the  chemical  in 
question,  and  the  second  a  calculation  as  to  the  proportion 
of  pure  substance  indicated  by  the  volumetric  or  gravimetric 
methods  employed. 

Standards  of  Efficacy. 

Freedom  from  Admixture  or  Sophistication  in 
Crude  Drugs. 

1.  Percentage  of  Ash. — -The  incineration  of  drugs  affords 
one  of  the  most  valuable  indications  of  normal  character,  as 
the  percentage  of  ash  and  its  chemical  character  often 
suffice  by  themselves  to  indicate  impurity  or  sophistication. 
The  ash-yields  of  drugs,  as  recorded  in  the  British  Pharma- 


copoeia and  in  the  Table  "  A,"  are  based  upon  the  drugs  them- 
selves, and  not  the  powders  produced  from  them.  This  is 
important,  for  the  loss  in  weight  in  producing  powders  differs 
according  to  the  character  of  the  drug,  varying  from  3  or  4 
per  cent,  only  in  the  case  of  hard  barks,  up  to  as  much  as 
12  to  15  per  cent,  in  the  case  of  gum-resins,  where  much 
volatile  oil  is  dissipated  in  the  process  of  drying  and  powder- 
ing. The  percentages  of  ash  recorded  in  the  table  are  based 
upon  the  average  results  obtained  in  the  examination  of 
many  samples  of  the  best  grades  of  the  substances  met  with 
in  commerce.  Roots  and  rhizomes  of  fibrous  character,  such 
as  serpentary,  hydrastis,  and  valerian,  from  their  nature  have 
considerable  proportions  of  soil  adherent  to  them,  and  the 
ash  obtained  by  incinerating  such  drugs  comes  out  extremely 
high  unless  special  precautions  are  taken  to  clean  the  drugs 
by  brushing,  <Scc.  In  Table  "  A  "  the  percentages  of  ash  re- 
corded in  the  B.P.,  1898,  are  included,  whilst  in  the  list  of 
suggested  standards  certain  modifications  of  these  are  added 
where  necessary. 

TABLE  "A."— ASH-PERCENTAGES. 


Figures  in 

brackets  art 

;  the  B.P.  percentages. 

Suggested 

Suggested 

Standard 

btauaard 

Drug 

not 

IJrug 

not 

Exceeding 
per  cent. 

Exceeding 
per  cent. 

Acacias  gum. 
Aconiti  rad. 

4  T4] 

Hamamehd.  cort.... 

c 
O 

6 

Hamamelid.  fol.  ... 

8 

Aloe  Barb. 

3 

Hemides.  rad. 

4 

Aloe  Soc.  ... 

3 

Hydrast.  rhiz. 

10 

Ammoniacum 

7-5 

Hyoscyam.  fol. 

12 

Amylum  ... 

0-5 

Ipecac,  rad. 

5 

Anethi  fruct. 

8 

Jaborandi  fol. 

7 

Anisi  fruct. 

8 

Jalapa   

6 

Anthem,  flor. 

6 

Kino 

2 

Araroba  ... 

7-5 

Kramer,  triand.  ... 

2 

Arnicas  rhiz. 

10 

Kramer,  argent.  ... 

2 

Asafetida  ... 

20  [10] 

Limonis  cort. 

5 

Aurantii  cort. 

7 

Linum 

0  [5J 

Belladon.  rad. 

7 

Lobelia 

12 

Benzoinum 

2 

Lupulinum 

14  [12] 

Buchu  folia 

5 

Lupulus  ... 

7 

Calumbas  rad. 

6 

Mezerei  cort. 

4 

Cambogia  ... 

3  [3] 

Moschus  ... 

°  L°J 

Cannabis  md. 

15  1 

Myristica  ... 

4 

Cantharis  ... 

7 

Myrrha   

6 

Capsici  fruct. 

6  [6] 

Nux  vomica 

2 

Cardamomi  sem. 

6  [4] 

Opium   

5 

Carui  fruct. 

8  [8] 

Papaveris  caps.  ... 

10 

Caryophyllum 

6 

PareirEe  rad. 

4 

Cascara  sag. 

5 

Physostig.  fab.  ... 

4 

Cascarilla  ... 

10 

Pimenta  ... 

5 

Catechu  ... 

5  [5] 

Piper  nig. 

7 

Chirata 

6 

Pix  Burgund. 

1 

Cimicif.  rhiz. 

10 

Podophyl.  rhiz.  ... 

5 

Cinchon.  rub. 

4 

Pruni  virgin. 

o 

Cinnamom.  cort. 

6  [6] 

Pterocarpi  lig. 

1 

Cocas  folia 

8 

8  [6] 

Pyrethri  rad. 

5 

Coccus 

Quassias  lig. 

4 

Colchici  corm. 

3 

Quillaias  cort. 

12 

Colchici  sem. 

5 

Rhei  radix 

12 

Colocynth.  pulp. 

f 

"J 

Not  less 
than  10  [9] 

Rhceados  petal.  ... 
Rosas  gall.  pet.  ... 

16 
4 

Conii  folia  ... 

f 

Not  ex- 

Sacch. lactis 

0-25  [0-25] 

ceeding  15 

Sambuci  flores  ... 

10 

Conii  fruct. 

7 

Sarsas  rad. 

8 

Coriand.  fruct. 

6 

Sassafras  rad. 

2 

Crocus 

7  [7] 

Scammonias  rad.  ... 

12 

Cubeb.  fruct. 

7 

S  cilia   

4 

Cuspar.  cort. 

9 

Scoparii  cacum.  ... 

4 

Cusso 

7 

Senegas  radix 

5 

Digital,  fol. 

10 

Senna  Alex. 

14 

Elaterium 

14 

Senna  indica 

14 

Ergota 

6 

'  Serpent,  rhiz. 

10 

Eucalypti  gum. 

0-5 

Sinapis   

5 

Euonymi  cort. 

10 

Staphisagrias  sem. 
Strophanthi  sem.... 

15 

Filix  mas. ... 

5 

5 

Fosnic.  fruct. 

10 

Stramon.  fol. 

15 

Galbanum 

8 

Stramon.  sem. 

3 

Galla 

3 

Sty rax  prep. 

0-5 

Gelsem.  rad. 

3 

Sumbul  rad. 

6 

Gent,  rad  

5 

Taraxaci  rad. 

7 

Glycyrr.  rad. 

4 

Tragacantha 

4 

Granat.  cort. 

15 

Uvas  ursi  fol. 

4 

Guaiaci  lig. 

2 

Valer.  rhiz. 

10 

Guaiaci  res. 

3 

Zingiber  

5 

tliprnatoxy.  lig. 

2 
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2.  Percentage  Yield  to  Solvents. — In  no  class  of 
drugs  is  it  so  necessary  that  there  should  be  standards  for 
extractive  obtained  by  various  solvents,  as  in  the  case  of 
gum-resins,  resins,  &c,  where  the  methods  of  collection  and 
preparation  make  it  not  only  easy  to  sophisticate,  but  some- 
times impossible  to  prevent  admixtures  of  certain  kinds. 
The  British  Pharmacopoeia  statements  in  regard  to  extrac- 
tive yield  are  in  many  instances  most  indefinite,  and  such 
statements  as  "  almost  entirely  soluble,"  or  "  nearly  soluble," 
should  be  replaced  in  a  subsequent  British  Pharmacopoeia  by 
definite  percentage  requirements.  The  varying  relative  pro- 
portions of  gum  and  resin  present  in  the  gum-resins  of 
commerce  make  it  rather  difficult  to  set  out  exact  standards, 
but  the  percentages  given  in.  Table  "  B  "  are  fair  average,  and 
should  be  read  together  with  the  statements  regarding  ash 
appearing  in  Table  "A."  They  then  form  a  useful  basis  for 
judging  the  purity  and  good  quality  of  the  drug's  named. 

Uniformity  in  Character  of  Crude  Drugs. 

Percentage  of  Well-defined  Active  Constituent 
or  Constituents. — In  order  that  galenical  preparations 
may  meet  the  ideal  requirement — namely,  a  standard-content 
of  active  principle  with  constant  physical  characters — it  is 
essential  that  content  limits  of  active  principle  for  crude  drugs 
should  be  defined.    Cinchona  is  the  only  drug  in  the  British 


narrowed  down.  The  author  suggested  as  a  limit  for  the  drug 
employed  for  the  galenical  preparations  an  opium  containing 
from  12  to  14  per  cent,  of  morphine  in  the  dried  powder. 
This  is  really  not  a  high  standard,  natural  opium  of  this 
quality  being  quite  easily  obtained  commercially. 

In  belladonna-root  the  variation  of  extractive  is  most 
marked.  The  author  has  already  pointed  out  the  difference  in  the 
relative  alkaloidal  and  extractive  values  of  samples  of  English 
and  foreign  belladonna-root  (P.J.,  March  16, 1901,  page  338), 
when  commenting  on  a  series  of  experiments  conducted  by 
Edmund  White  (P.J.,  February  23,  1901,  page  196).  The 
alkaloidal  value  of  English  and  foreign  belladonna-root  met 
with  in  commerce  varies  from  0  3  to  0  8  per  cent.,  and  the 
extractive  from  10^  to  19-  per  cent.,  when  the  drug  is 
treated  with  75-per-cent.  alcohol,  so  that  the  extractive  in 
the  liquid  extract  varies  from  10  to  19  grammes  or  more  per 
100  c.c.  The  author  suggested  that  the  root  to  be  employed 
for  galenical  preparations  should  yield  between  0'45  and 
0  55  per  cent,  of  total  alkaloid. 

Of  the  drugs  for  which  the  British  Pharmacopoeia,  1898, 
fixes  no  alkaloidal  standard,  nor  for  their  galenical  prepara- 
tions, it  seems  certain  that  the  chemical  constituents  and 
their  physiological  properties  of  Calabar  beans,  cantharides, 
coca,  henbane,  and  stramonium  leaves  and  seed  are  suffi- 
ciently well  known  to  admit  of  their  galenical  preparations 


TABLE  "  B." 

Gum-resins,  Besins,  <ic. 


Ainmoniacum 
Asafetida ... 
Balsam,  Canada 
Balsam,  Peru 

Balsam,  Tolu 
Benzoin 
Cambogia  ... 

Catechu 

Eucalyptus  gum 

Guaiacum  ... 
Galbanum ... 
Jalap  resin... 

Kino 

Myrrh 

Scammony... 
Styrax  prsep. 


Statement  of  Brit.  Pharm.,  1898 


Proportion 


Solvent 


65 


Soluble 
Almost  entirely  soluble 
Completely  soluble 

70 

80  to  90  water 
Almost  entirely 

Not  more  than  10 
Not  more  than  10 
Partially  soluble 
Almost  entirely 

70 


Alcohol,  90  per  cent, 

56-8  to  61'1  per  cent. 

cinnamein 
Alcohol,  90  per  cent. 
Alcohol,  90  per  cent. 
Alcohol  and  water 
successively 
Alcohol,  90  per  cent. 

Coid  water 
Alcohol,  90  per  cent. 

Ether 
Ether 
Cold  water 
Alcohol,  90  per  cent. 

Ether 


Suggested  Standard 


Proportion 


60 


50  per  cent. 
90  per  cent. 


Solvent 


per  cent,  cinnamein 
E 

90 


Soluble 
1  per  cent. 
75 


70 


90  per  cent. 
60  per  cent. 
Not  more  than  10 
75  per  cent. 
80  per  cent. 
30  per  cent. 

Entirely 


Alcohol,  90  per  cent. 
Alcohol,  90  per  cent. 

Alcohol,  90  per  cent. 
Alcohol,  90  per  cent. 
Alcohol,  90  per  cent. 

Alcohol,  90  per  cent. 

Alcohol,  90  per  cent. 
Alcohol,  90  per  cent. 
Ether  purificatus 
Cold  water 
Alcohol,  90  per  cent. 
Alcohol,  90  per  cent. 

Alcohol,  90  per  cent. 


Pharmacopoeia,  1898,  which  has  alkaloidal  limits  fixed  for  it— 
viz.,  5  to  6  per  cent,  of  total  alkaloids,  half  of  which  must  | 
be  quinine  and  cinchonidine.  In  other  cases  the  preparations 
of  the  drugs  are  standardised.  As  regards  these,  wild  "  Eio  "  | 
(Brazilian)  ipecacuanha  (also  Johore  and  other  cultivated 
varieties)  is  not  subject  to  very  wide  variation  in  the  ratio 
of  total  alkaloidal  content  and  extractive,  and  the  physical 
characters  of  standardised  liquid  extract  of  ipecacuanha 
made  from  Brazilian  ipecacuanha  do  not  vary  to  any  very 
great  extent.  In  the  case  of  mix  vomica,  however,  there  may 
be  very  considerable  variation,  and  the  author  suggested  that 
the  limits  for  total  alkaloidal  value  should  be  fixed  at  from 
2  to  2J  per  cent,  (half  of  which  should  be  strychnine).  Even 
then  there  may  be  considerable  variation  in  the  physical 
characters  of  the  galenical  preparations,  owing  to  diverse 
ratio  of  extractive  to  alkaloidal  content  and  fluctuation  in 
proportions  of  fixed  oil.  But  the  greatest  variation  in  physical  ! 
characters  is  possible,  and  is  found,  in  standardised  galenical 
preparations  of  opium  and  belladonna.  The  British  Pharma- 
copoeia, 1898,  states  that  galenical  preparations  of  opium 
may  be  prepared  from  drug  containing  over  7|  per  cent,  of 
morphine,  and  as  opium  employed  may  contain  up  to  15  per 
cent.,  with  not  more,  and  probably  less,  soluble  matter, 
variation  in  the  physical  characters  of  the  preparations  is 
bound  to  be  the  rule  until  the  character  of  official  opium  is 


being  standardised.  The  same  might  be  said  of  aconite- 
root,  but  experiments  have  yet  to  be  completed  in  order  to 
determine  the  best  method  of  applying  recently  acquired 
knowledge  to  the  assay  of  galenical  preparations.  The 
standards  suggested  for  these  drugs  are  as  under: — 

TABLE  "C." 


Drug 

Range  of 
Alkaloidal, 
&c,  Value, 

per  cent. 

Average 
Alkaloidal, 
&c,  Value, 

per  cent. 

Suggested 
Standard, 
per  cent. 

Calabar  beans  ... 

..    0-103  to  0-16 

0-14 

0-125 

Coca-leaves 

..    0-49  to  1-1 

0-6 

0-5 

Cantharides 

..    0-47  to  1-07 

0-7 

0-8 

Henbane 

..    0-07  to  0-10 

0-08 

0-08 

Stramonium-leaves 

..    0-39  to  0-44 

0-42 

0-4 

Stramonium-seed 

..    0-22  to  0-46 

0-41 

0-4 

The  suggested  standards  are  percentage  of  total  alkaloids, 
except  in  coca,  where  cocaine  is  taken,  and  eantharidin  in 
the  case  of  cantharides. 

In  addition  to  the  above-mentioned  drugs  the  potency  of 
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the  following  is  sufficiently  great  to  demand  that  their  pre- 
parations should  be  absolutely  uniform  in  character — viz., 
cannabis  indica,  colchicum,  conium,  digitalis,  gelsemium, 
jaborandi,  lobelia,  strophanthus,  and  veratrum.  With  the 
possible  exception  of  jaborandi,  it  cannot  be  said  that 
the  chemical  constituents  are  sufficiently  well  known  and 
their  physiological  characters  well  enough  understood  to 
admit  of  any  definite  scheme  of  standardisation  being- 
adopted. 

Resinous  ano  other  Active  Constituents. — In  a  few 
instances,  where  the  therapeutic  properties  of  the  drug  | 
depend  upon  the  extractive  yielded  under  definite  condi- 
tions to  certain  solvents,  there  would  be  decided  advantage  ! 
in  fixing  standards.  In  the  Brit.  Pharm.,  1898,  a  standard 
has  been  fixed  for  jalap — namely,  from  9  to  11  per  cent.  A 
similar  principle  of  standardisation  might  be  adopted  for 
scammony-root  and  podophyllum  rhizome,  and  perhaps  also 
for  the  oleoresins  extracted  by  dry,  chemically  pure  ether 
from  cubeb,  capsicum,  and  ginger.  The  following  figures 
set  out  the  average  yields  of  many  samples  examined  : — 


Drug 

Solvent 

Character  of 
Extractive 

Suggested 
Standard 
Percentage 

Podophyllum 

Alcohol,  90  per 

Precipitated 

5-0 

cent. 

resin 

Scammony... 

Alcohol,  90  per 

Resin  freed 

6-5 

cent. 

from  sugar 

Capsicum  ... 

Dry,  chemically 

Oleoresin  ... 

15 

pure  ether 

Cubebs 

Dry,  chemically 

Oleoresin  ... 

22 

pure  ether 

Ginger 

Dry,  chemically 

Oleoresin  ... 

5-5 

pure  ether 

Ginger 

Alcohol,  90  per 

Mixed  extrac- 

8-0 

cent. 

tive 

Percentage  of  Essential  Oils  in  Drugs. — Where 
fruits,  such  as  anise  and  fennel,  are  practically  used  as 


said  to  have  their  full  odorous  or  medicinal  value  unless 
they  contain  the  proportions  of  essential  oil  stated. 

Proportion  of 
Essential  Oil 

Anise       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...    0-2  per  cent. 

Caraway  ...       ...       ...       ...       ...    0'4  per  cent. 

Coriander  0'5  per  cent. 

Dill    ...    3    per  cent. 

Fennel   3    per  cent. 

Active  Constituents  of  Essential  Oils. — With  one 
exception,  no  absolute  quantitative  standard  for  essential 
oils  appears  in  the  British  Pharmacopoeia,  1898,  although 
the  physical  characters  in  many  instances  constitute  fairly 
accurate  standards.  The  B.P.  requires  cinnamon-bark  oil  to 
contain  50  per  cent,  of  cinnamic  aldehyde,  and,  although 
from  some  points  of  view  this  is  satisfactory,  the  aroma  of 
this  oil  is  due  in  part  to  complex  bodies,  the  nature  and 
proportion  of  which  are  not  by  any  means  easily  determined. 
In  the  case,  however,  of  cajuput  and  eucalyptus  oils  the 
phosrjhoric-acid  test,  although  not  strictly  quantitative, 
ensures  the  presence  of  at  least  45  to  50  per  cent,  of  cineol. 
Of  the  official  essential  oils  caraway  and  dill  should  be  judged 
by  percentage  of  carvol,  this  constituent  being  the  only  one 
of  medicinal  value  as  a  carminative.  Clove  and  pimento 
oils  should  be  judged  by  their  eugenol-content,  although  in 
the  case  of  pimento  oil  other  constituents  make  the  flavour 
slightly  different  from  that  of  clove.  Anise  and  lemon  oils  as 
flavouring-agents  should  be  judged  respectively  by  their  per- 
centages of  anethol  and  aldehydes,  and  sandalwood  oil  by 
its  percentage  of  alcoholic  constituents  calculated  as 
santalol.  In  the  case  of  lavender  oil,  it  is  not  easy  to  frame 
any  definite  standard  other  than  physical  characters,  as  no 
requirement  is  stated  as  to  the  district  in  which  the  plants 
should  be  cultivated  for  distillation ;  but  it  may  be  safely 
asserted  that  no  English  oil  should  contain  more  than 
11  per  cent,  of  esters,  and  that  no  French  oil  to  be  of  the 
finest  quality  should  contain  less  than  36  per  cent,  of  esters, 
calculated  in  both  instances  as  linalyl  acetate.  The  table 
which  follows  sets  out  standards  which  are  suggested  as 
those  for  essential  oils  of  high  quality  which  are  to  be  coupled 
with  the  usual  physical  tests  ;  and  the  table  includes  the 


TABLE  "E."— ESSENTIAL  OILS. 


Name  of  Oil 


01.  anethi 
01.  anisi 
01.  cajuputi 
01.  carui 


01.  caryophylli 
Ol.  cinnamon... 

01.  eucalypti ... 

Ol.  lavandulse 

Ol.  limonis  ... 
Ol  menth.  pip. 
Ol.  pimentee.  ... 
Ol.  santali 
Ol.  sinapis 


B.P.,  1898, 
Standard 


Active  Medicinal  or 
Odorous  Constituent 


50  per  cent,  cin- 
namic aldehyde 


Carvol... 
Anethol 
Cineol ... 
Carvol... 


Eugenol 


Cineol... 
f  (English)  Esters  of  linalool 
\  (French)  Esters  of  linalool 

Citral  ■■. 

Menthol   .' 

Eugenol 
Santalol 

Allyl  sulphocyanide... 


Suggested  Standard 


Process  for  Determination 


50  per  cent.   

80  per  cent.   

55  per  cent.   

55  per  cent. 

75  per  cent.   

50  per  cent.   

Not  more  than  11  per  cent.  ^ 
Not  less  than  36  per  cent.  J 
6'5  per  cent. 

55  per  cent.   

65  per  cent. 
90  per  cent. 

98  per  cent.   


As  caraway 

Fractionation,  225-235°  C. 
Phosphoric 

Fractionation,  220-230°  C, 
and  phenyl-hydrazine 
comp. 

Thorns 

Sodium  acid  sulphite 

Phosphoric 

Saponification 

Various 
Acetylation 

Thorns  « 

Acetylation 

U.S. P.  process 


flavouring-agents  only,  it  is  of  some  imp  ortance  that  they 
should  contain  the  full  percentage  of  essential  oil.  In  a 
paper  which  the  author  read  at  an  evening  meeting  (P.J. 
[58],  page  225)  he  set  out  the  very  varying  proportions  of 
essential  oil  contained  in  the  different  kinds  of  fennel  met 
with  in  commerce.  The  proportion  of  essential  oil  varied 
from  0'75  in  Indian  fennel  to  as  much  as  4-5  in  Galician 
and  Russian  varieties.  The  same  observations  apply  to 
other  umbelliferous  fruits,  such  as  anise,  caraway,  coriander, 
and  dill.  It  is  not  feasible  to  suggest  standards  of  essen- 
tial oil  for  these  fruits,  as  the  proportion  can  only  be 
determined  by  distillation  of  a  considerable  quantity  and 
under  fairly  well-defined  conditions ;  but,  in  the  author's 
opinion,  none  of  the  following  fruits  used  in  medicine  can  be 


most  reliable  processes  for  the  determination  of  the  impor- 
tant constituents,  of  which  details  can  be  found  in  standard 
works. 

Standards  of  Efficacy  of  Galenical  Prepara- 
tions.— Considerable  divergence  of  opinion  has  been  ex- 
pressed from  time  to  time  as  to  the  final  standards  of 
galenical  preparations,  recent  instances  beiDg  cases  con- 
tested under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  in  regard  to 
such  substances  as  vinegar  of  squills,  compound  tincture  of 
benzoin,  and  quinine-wine.  Many  private  workers  have 
published  the  results  of  their  experience  regarding  standards 
of  galenical  preparations  ;  but  it  has  been  left  for  the  Local 
Government  Board  of  Ireland  to  publish  fixed  standards, 
as  an  outcome  of  practical  work  carried  out  in  checking  the 
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supplies  of  contractors  to  the  various  Poor-law  Unions  in 
Ireland.  To  anyone  who  reflects  on  the  recently  published 
standards  and  the  notes  that  accompany  them  it  will  be 
seen  that  they  constitute  a  danger,  which,  indeed,  may 
be  said  of  all  standards  for  such  preparations.  Where  the 
standards  fixed  are  the  lowest  limits  to  which  preparations 
should  fall,  either  as  regards  extractive  or  alcohol,  there  will 
be  a  tendency  to  work  down  to  them,  and,  in  view  of  these 
circumstances,  it  is  imperative,  therefore,  that  the  standards 
fixed  should  be  good  averages,  and  not  necessarily  minima. 
The  Local  Government  Board  of  Ireland,  in  publishing  these 
standards,  distinctly  states  that  the  standards  set  out  are 
the  lowest  that  will  be  accepted  by  analysts  judging  samples 
for  the  Local  Government  Board,  and  that  any  contractor 
habitually  supplying  goods  of  the  lowest  standard  will  be 
liable  to  censure. 

Some  may  urge  that  the  physical  characters  of  galenical 
preparations  are  not  in  themselves  of  any  great  utility  for 
judging  of  their  value,  but  the  publication  of  them,  at  any 
rate,  is  the  best  method  of  preserving  uniformity  in  this  class 
of  product.  Standards  of  percentage  of  active  ingredients, 
whether  they  be  alkaloidal,  glucosidal,  or  resinoid,  are  of 
course  things  to  be  aimed  at ;  but  in  the  case  of  those  pre- 
parations where  there  is  no  distinguishable  constituent,  the 
simple  determination  of  extractive  matter  is  of  some  im- 
portance. It  may  be  said  that  it  is  easy  to  acid  extractive 
to  tinctures  deficient  in  extractive,  or  to  treat  in  some  way 
those  in  which  the  extractive  may  be  excessive,  but  in  the 
majority  of  cases  the  consideration  that  would  have  to  be 
given  to  the  character  of  the  added  extractive  and  other 
features  would  make  it  quite  unremunerative  to  carry  out 
such  trickery.  It  is  questionable  whether  it  would  be  wise 
that  statements  should  be  included  in  the  British  Pharma- 
copoeia as  to  the  physical  characters  that  one  might  expect 
to  obtain  from  galenical  preparations  produced  under  certain 
well-defined  conditions,  but  at  the  same  time  there  must  be 
certain  advantages  in  including  limits  of  sp.  gr.  and  limits 
of  extractive  as  a  guide  to  those  making  the  preparations  on 
varying  scales,  and  checking  their  character  for  the  efficient 
dispensing  of  medicine. 

In  the  tables  that  follow  are  the  results  of  the  analytical 
examinations  of  many  samples  of  liniments,  liquors,  liquid 
extracts  and  tinctures  prepared  on  a  small  and  large  scale 
since  the  publication  of  the  British  Pharmacopoeia,  1898.  It 
should  be  understood,  however,  that  these  are  average 
figures,  and  not  minima,  as  in  the  list  of  the  Irish  Local 
Government  Board. 


TABLE  "  F." 


Average 

Average 

Extractive 

Alcoholic 

Liniments. 

Sp.  Gr. 

(grammes 

Strength 

per 

(by 

(100  c  c.) 

volume). 

Aconite 

0-860-0-875 

5-25 

82 

Belladonna   

0-875-0-895 

5 

71 

TABLE  "G." 

Average 

Average 

Extractive 

Alcoholic 

Liquores. 

Sp.  Gr. 

(grammes 

Strength 

per 

(by 

100  c.c.) 

volume). 

Calumbte  cone.  ... 

0-987-0-997 

3-5 

20 

Chiratue  cone. 

0-990-1-00 

4-5 

19 

Cusparia?  cone.  ... 

1-010-1-020 

10 

19 

Kramerise  cone.  ... 

1-007-1-015 

9 

19 

Picis  carb.... 

0-858-0-872 

3 

82 

Quassi2e  ...   

0-976-0-980 

0-25 

19 

Bhei  

1-015-1-030 

11-5 

18 

Sarsa?  co.  cone  

1-02  -1-04 

9 

19 

Senegoe  cone  

1-01  -1-03 

11 

22 

Senna;  cone. 

1-02  -1-08 

12 

18 

Serpentaria?  cone  

0-990-1-00 

4-5 

19 

TABLE  "H." 


1 

■ 

Average 

Average 

Extractive 

Alcoholic 

Liquid  Extracts. 

Sp.  Gr. 

(grammes 

Strength 

(by 

per 

100  c.c.) 

volume) 

Belladonna? 

0-890-0-925 

13 

68 

Cascarse 

1-054-1-066 

24 

19 

Cimieifuga? 

0-875-0-890 

10 

78 

Cinchona'  ... 

1-115-1-130 

42 

12 

Coca1 

0-995-1-03 

19 

50 

Ergota»   

1-015-1-025 

15 

32 

Hamamelidis 

1-025-1-040 

21 

34 

Hydrastis  ... 

1-025-1-040 

22 

39 

Ipecac. 

0-885-0-915 

10 

78 

Jaborandi  ... 

1-020-1-050 

22 

34 

Glycyrrh.  ... 

1-114-1-135 

42 

17-5 

Nueis  vom. 

0-945-0-965 

12 

61 

Opii  

0-985-0-995 

3 

18-5 

Pareira? 

1-025-1-050 

19 

22 

Sarste   

1-060-1-085 

26 

19 

Tarax  

1-045-1-060 

24 

26 

TABLE  "I." 

Average 

Average 

Tincture 

Range  of 
Sp.  Gr. 

Extractive 
(grammes 

per 
100  c.c.) 

Alcoholic 
Strength 

(by 
volume) 

Aconiti 

0-890-0-895 

1-4 

66 

Aloes 

0-970-0-980 

7-5 

38 

Asafetidae  ... 

0-910-0-915 

10 

66 

Arnicoe 

0-890-0-895 

0-6 

68 

Aurantii  ... 

0-875-0-887 

1-8 

74 

Belladonna; 

0-910-0-916 

0-6 

59 

Benzoini  co. 

0-890-0-905 

17-5 

75 

Buchu 

0-925-0-933 

4-0 

57 

Calumba?  ... 

0-915-0-9?0 

1  0 

57 

Camphorie  co. 

0-915-0-920 

(.  3 

58 

Cannabis  ind. 

0-845-0-850 

35 

87 

Cantharidis 

0-835-0-840 

0-22 

88 

Capsici 

0-890-0-895 

125 

69 

Cardamomi  co. 

0-945-0-950 

6 

56 

Casearillse ...       ...  ... 

0-895-0-900 

2-5 

67 

Catechu  ...   

0-975-0-980 

15 

52 

Chiratae  ...   

0-920-0-925 

1-25 

58 

Chlorof.  et  morph.  co.  ... 

1-010-1-015 

30 

52 

Cimicifugae 

0-923-0-928 

2-0 

58 

Cinchonas  ... 

0-915-0-922 

6-5 

63 

Cinchonas  co. 

0-915-0-922 

4-5 

65 

Cinnamomi 

0-900-0-905 

2-25 

68 

Cocci  ...   

0-950-0-955 

2-25 

44 

Colchic.  sem. 

0-950-0-955 

2-0 

43 

Conii 

0-895-0-900 

1-4 

68 

Croci   

0-925-0-930 

2-75 

57 

Cubeba- 

0-840-0-845 

1-5 

85 

Digitalis  

0-930-0-935 

3-5 

55 

Ergota;  amm  

0930-0-938 

4-25 

52 

Ferri  perchlor. 

1-085-1-089 

12 

22 

Gelsemii  ... 

0-920-0-925 

1-25 

58 

Gent.  co.  ... 

0-965-0-970 

5-5 

43 

Guaiaci  amm. 

0-897-0-905 

15 

72 

Hamamelidis 

0-948-0-954 

2-0 

44 

Hydrastis  ... 

0-920-0-925 

2-25 

58 

Hyoscyami 

0-950-0-957 

3-0 

45 

Io'di   

0-875-0-880 

2-7 

86 

Jaborandi  ... 

0-950-0-955 

3 

43 

Jalapse 

0-905-0-910 

3-5 

68 

Kino 

0-995-1-00 

22 

50 

Krameriae  ... 

0-935-0-940 

5 

56 

Lavand.  co. 

0-835-0-840 

0-5 

88 

Limonis 

0-875-0  887 

1-8 

77 

Lobel.  aeth. 

0-315-0-820 

1-5 

64 

Lupuli 

0-930-0-938 

4-0 

57 

Myrrhoe 

0-845-0-855 

5 

85 

Nueis  vom,   

0-91C-0-915 

2-25 

65 

Opii   

0-950-0965 

3-5 

44 

Opii  amm. ... 

0-895-0-900 

2-75 

63 

Podophylli 

0-845-0-850 

3-5 

87 

Pruni  virg. 

0-935-0-940 

3-0 

54 

Pyrethri  ... 

0-900-0-905 

1-75 

68 
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Tincture 

Range  of 
Sp.  Gr. 

Average 
Extractive 
(grammes 

per 
100  c.c.) 

Average 
Alcoholic 
Strength; 

(by  J 
volume) 

 ■ 



0-5 

45 

V^'  M||,m          ...            •■•  ■•■ 

0-920-0-925 

1-25 

58 

Quinine    ...       ...  ... 

U  OOJ    U  OC3«_' 

3-5 

74 

^'uininfe  amm.    ...  ... 

n.qoc;  n.q^o 

i-8 

54 

Ivllf'l  CO.     ...         ...  ... 

0-Qfi7-0-Q7S 

16 

50 

ncuise 

oqro  n*Q7o 

12 

54 

Senegas 

U  JJU   u  fi  u 

g 

56 

Senna;  co.  ... 

0-985-0-995 

11 

40 

Serpentaria? 

0-895-0-900 

2 

68 

Stramonii  ... 

0-954-0-962 

3-89 

43 

Strophanti^ 

0-890-0-893 

0-55 

69 

Sumbul 

0-900-0-905 

2-5 

69 

Tolutana  ... 

0-860-0-868 

8-5 

81 

Valer.  amm. 

0-940-0-948 

3-5 

53 

Zingiberis  ... 

0-837-0-843 

0-5 

89 

In  conclusion,  the  author  thanked  Messrs.  C.  T.  Bennett 
and  W.  S.  Flick — two  analytical  assistants  in  the  labora- 
tories of  Wright,  Layman  &  Umney  (Limited) — for  valuable 
help  in  the  preparation  of  the  paper. 


Discussion. 

The  Vice-President  said  there  could  be  no  question  of 
the  great  value  of  Mr.  Umney's  paper,  and  it  gave  wide  scope 
for  comment.    He  congratulated  him  upon  the  effort. 

Mr.  Charles  Umney  said  the  subject  certainly  bristled 
with  interest.  The  medical  man  and  the  pharmacist,  and 
the  public  analyst  more  than  anyone,  were  interested.  The 
tables  which  had  been  compiled  would  be  of  great  value  to 
the  pharmacist,  because  they  would  enable  him  to  examine 
his  drugs  when  he  received  them,  and  check  his  results. 
These  tables  would  also  be  a  boon  to  the  public  analyst, 
enabling  him  to  know  just  how  far  to  go,  and  no  further, 
without  making  serious  mistakes.  Standards  were  not  an 
unmixed  blessing,  and  should  not  be  carried  too  far  or  made 
too  low.  They  had  that  proved  with  the  milk  standard.  It 
was  possible  to  start  with  a  good  milk  from  an  Alderney  cow, 
diluting  it,  and  then  still  be  able  to  make  it  pass  muster  and 
be  above  the  standard.  The  Local  Government  Board  had 
done  wisely,  however,  in  adopting  such  standards.  They  all 
knew  that  the  British  Pharmacopoeia  was,  to  their  regret, 
not  statute  law.  They  had  made  a  move,  however,  in  the 
right  direction,  and  if  they  had  first  started  twenty-five  years 
ago,  after  the  first  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act  had  been 
passed,  they  would  not  have  been  in  the  position  in  which 
they  were  to-day.  Even  if  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  had 
only  lifted  its  finger  to  see  that  the  Pharmacopoeia  was  made 
a  standard  for  drugs,  the  present  state  of  things  would  not 
have  pertained.  Some  time  ago  he  had  a  talk  with  Mr. 
Long  in  the  Lobby  about  the  matter.  He  spoke  about 
ipecacuanha  of  low  grade,  which  he  (the  speaker)  thought  it 
desirable  to  keerj  out  of  the  ports,  but  Mr.  Long  did  not  seem 
to  follow  him,  although  he  could  value  what  a  oonfrirr-  said 
about  butter.  (Laughter.)  Many  individuals  had  expressed 
themselves  in  various  ways  about  the  Pharmacopoeia;  for  in- 
stance, Dr.  Attfield  made  a  memorable  statement  at  Plymouth, 
which  had  been  quoted  over  and  over  again,  and  sometimes 
misquoted.  It  was  a  fact  that  the  Pharmacopoeia  was  not 
statute  law,  but  he  did  not  agree  that  if  a  case  were  carried  to 
the  higher  court  it  would  not  be  acted  upon.  He  referred 
to  the  laudanum-case — White  v.  Bywater — in  which  it  was 
decided  that  the  B.P.  was  an  authority — at  least,  in  this 
particular  case ;  and  when  one  looked  to  the  judgments  of 
magistrates  it  was  found  that  if  they  got  a  difficult  nut  to 
crack  they  usually  sheltered  themselves,  naturally,  like 
shrew  business  men,  behind  the  standard  of  the  Pharma- 
copoeia. There  was  an  excellent  summary  of  cases  in  The 
Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Diary,  and  he  instanced  some 
of  the  decisions  there  mentioned.  Two  drugs  were  mentioned 
in  the  paper — viz.,  opium  and  asafetida.  The  editor  of  the 
Pharmacopoeia  had  his  sympathy  to  a  great  extent,  and  the 
position  was  no  sinecure.  Dr.  Attfield  had  been  told  by  the 
General  Medical  Council  to  give  due  consideration  to  colonial 
interests,  so  when  the  monograph  on  opium  had  to  be  con- 


sidered the  present  low  standard  was  adopted.  Why  1 
Because  Indian  opium  contains  less  morphine.  It  all  goes 
to  China,  but  that  did  not  matter.  Dr.  Attfield  still  kept  the 
low-grade  opium  in  the  Pharmacopoeia,  and  things  have 
become  chaotic,  Smyrna  opium  being  systematically  adul- 
terated down  to  the  B.P.  standard.  As  regards  asafetida, 
they  got  the  exact  opposite,  as  it  was  impossible  to  find  any- 
tiring  in  the  market  of  the  pharmacopoeial  standard.  He 
had  been  searching  for  five  years  to  get  hold  of  this  drug  in 
a  commercial  quantity,  but  had  been  unable  to  do  so ;  he, 
therefore,  printed  that  fact  in  his  '-Prices  Current,"  and  so 
passed  on  the  responsibility  to  the  next  man.  As  to  what 
the  Medical  Council  thought  about  standards,  the  remarks 
of  Dr.  Nestor  Tirard,  which  appeared  in  the  Pharmaceutical 
Journal  of  January  6,  1900,  were  interesting.    He  said — 

If  we  consider  the  way  in  which  trade  interests  are  affected  by 
the  Pharmacopoeia,  if  we  consider  that  the  volume  deals  with 
things  bought  and  sold,  it  is  impossible  not  to  realise  the  risks  of 
trade  competition,  of  trade  innimnce,  and  the  constant  danger  of 
introducing  a  standard  which  might  create  a  monopoly.  I  would 
ask  you  whether,  with  this  in  view,  it  is  not  better  that  the  com- 
pilation should  be  in  the  hands  of  those  whose  motives  cannot  be 
assailed— that  the  final  responsibility  should  rest  with  those  whose 
interests  are  not  at  stake  ? 

Mr.  Umney  said  he  worked  forty  years  ago  on  the  1864- 
Pharmacopoeia  in  the  laboratory  of  John  Bell  &  Co. 
(Laughter,  to  which  Mr.  Umney  "  Aye  ;  and  Tve  worked  a 
good  deal  since."  Hear,  hear.)  He  thought  they  had  been 
tinkering  the  Pharmacopoeias  ever  since  that  amalgamation 
of  the  three  Pharmacopoeias.  As  regards  the  representation 
of  Ireland  on  the  Pharmacopoeia  Committee,  he  thought 
that  country  had  a  just  grievance ;  and  he  suggested  that 
the  committee  ought  to  be  founded  somewhat  on  the  lines 
of  that  adopted  in  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Nunn  gave  the  meeting  the  benefit  of  his  experience 
in  regard  to  arsenic  in  borax,  which  he  had  found  by  the 
Gutzeit  test  in  one  lot  but  not  in  another.  The  public 
analyst,  in  his  opinion,  was  not  the  proper  person  to  deal 
with  the  analysis  of  drugs ;  pharmacists  would  be  better, 
and  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  should  control  the  inspec- 
tion.   ("  Oh  !  oh  !  ") 

Mr.  T.  Tyrer  said  he  entirely  agreed  with  Mr.  John  C.  Umney's 
definition  of  purity — it  was  "  limits  of  impurity."  He  was 
familiar  with  this  form  of  order,  "  So-and-so  at  so  many  shil- 
lings per  cwt.,  absolutely  free  from  arsenic."  (Laughter.)  It 
was  possible  to  get  chemicals  of  the  degree  of  purity  desired, 
but  not  always  at  the  prices  that  were  offered  for  them.  They 
had  lived  long  enough  to  be  respected  by  those  with  whom 
they  had  business  relations,  and  they  would  be  failing  in 
their  guarantee  if  they  were  unable  to  obtain  the  article 
free  from  arsenic  within  the  limits  of  ordinary  commerce. 
He  had  no  right  to  assume  the  minimum  of  purity. 
"  Excelsior"  was  still  the  word,  and  he  thought  that  every- 
body who  was  concerned  in  the  production  of  any  substances 
for  use  in  the  art  which  lies  in  pharmacy  and  medicine 
should  keep  that  word  in  mind.  It  was  a  business  the 
building  up  of  which  brought  out  all  the  resources  of 
chemical  and  physical  science.  He  commended  the  author 
of  the  paper  for  the  degree  of  moderation  which  he  exhibited, 
and  for  the  exhaustive  manner  in  which  he  had  treated  his 
subject. 

Mr.  F.  C.  J.  Bird  supported  these  observations,  and  said 
that  the  tables  which  Mr.  Umney  had  submitted  would  be 
of  value  to  pharmacists  in  judging  galenical  preparations  ; 
but  he  admitted  that  extractive  percentages  are  not  evidence 
of  therapeutic  value,  although  useful  guides.  Referring  to 
Mr.  Umney's  remarks  regarding  reduced  iron,  Mr.  Bird 
pointed  out  that  phosphorus  is  not  an  uncommon  impurity 
therein,  and  might  be  reckoned  as  arsenic,  but  not  if  the 
process  which  he  had  suggested  were  adopted.  There  was, 
in  his  opinion,  no  difficulty  in  regard  to  supplying  limita- 
tions for  chemical  tests,  and  they  wanted  something  more 
definite  than  "  slight  reaction  "  for  this  and  that.  (Laughter.) 
He  was  glad  to  notice  that  Mr.  Umney  gave  a  workable 
standard  for  asafetida,  and  mentioned  that  he  had  examined 
some  which  yielded  7  per  cent,  of  ash  from  one  part,  16  per 
cent,  from  another,  and  38  per  cent,  from  a  third.  He  sup- 
ported Mr.  Umney's  remarks  with  regard  to  opium,  and 
said  that  under  the  present  standard  it  was  possible  to  get 
tincture  of  opium  agreeing  with  the  B.P.  alkaloid  standard 
varying  from  2-5  to  7  per  cent,  in  extractive.     He  also 
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referred  to  the  variability  in  belladonna  and  its  preparations, 
and  made  one  or  two  suggestions  regarding  the  factors  for 
concentrated  liquors.  He  agreed  that  the  Irish  Local 
Government  Board  standards  are,  on  the  whole,  reasonable, 
but  a  few  are  not  quite  correct ;  for  example,  he  found  lin. 
camph.  co.  to  contain  55  per  cent,  of  alcohol,  and  not  60  per 
cent.,  as  the  Irish  standards  say,  and  that  syrup  of  lacto- 
pliosphate  of  lime  contains  4'5  per  cent,  and  not  3'5  per 
cent,  of  phosphoric  acid,  while  5'5  joer  cent,  of  extractive  in 
liniment  of  belladonna  is  nearer  the  mark  than  the  3  per 
cent,  given. 

Mr.  H.  J.  Henderson  considered  it  a  great  waste  of  time 
to  take  so  much  trouble  in  estimating  the  amount  of  extrac- 
tive yielded  by  medicines.  He  deprecated  the  inclusion  of 
such  figures  in  the  British  Pharmacopoeia,  because  drugs  are 
so  variable  in  that  regard  and  the  figures  are  not  com- 
mensurate with  therapeutic  activity.  He  thought  that  if  as 
much  time  had  been  spent  in  endeavouring  to  find  what 
is  the  active  principle  in  dandelion  as  there  had  been  in 
determining  the  extractive  matter  in  it,  a  great  deal  more 
good  would  have  been  done.  (Laughter.)  This  was  no  new 
thing.  Messrs.  Farr  and  Wright,  in  their  classical  papers  pub- 
lished in  1891,  gave  extractive  percentages  which  were  open 
to  the  B.P.  authorities,  but  they  did  not  adopt  them.  Mr. 
Henderson  proceeded  to  give  examples  of  the  erroneous  ideas 
conveyed  by  extractives,  saying  that  he  had  had  a  consider- 
able amount  of  experience  regarding  belladonna  in  Messrs. 
W.  Kansom  &  Son's  laboratories.  One  sample  he  found  gave 
8  per  cent,  of  extractive  and  0  45  of  alkaloid,  a  second  14| 
and  0-33  per  cent.,  a  third  14f  and  0  55  per  cent.,  a  fourth 
11£  and  0  32  per  cent.,  and  so  on.  He  also  mentioned 
variation  in  tr.  benz.  co.,  and  said  that  that  is  a  question 
largely  of  the  benzoin  used.  Did  any  wholesale  house  use 
the  best? — for  instance,  such  as  the  sample  that  was  sold 
recently  at  5s.  per  lb.  Mr.  Henderson  proceeded  to  enlarge 
upon  points  such  as  these,  much  to  the  amusement  of  the 
audience,  but  some  began  to  weary,  and  the  Chairman  sug- 
gested that  Mr.  Henderson  should  bring  his  remarks  to  an 
end.  Mr.  Henderson  quickly  responded  that  he  had  not 
taken  any  more  time  than  previous  speakers,  and  what  he 
was  saying  was  as  much  to  the  point. 

Mr.  H.  W.  Gaud  was  the  next  speaker,  and  he  referred  in 
cordial  terms  to  the  value  of  Mr.  Umney's  paper,  and  all  the 
numerous  factors  which  it  contained.  He  thought  it  was 
generally  agreed  that  standards  for  medicine  are  of  value, 
and  it  was,  therefore,  astonishing  that  one  connected  with  a 
Quaker  firm  had  taken  up  a  contrary  view.  He  felt  that 
standardisation  was  not  merely  a  matter  affecting  the 
manufacturer  and  retailer,  but  that  it  was  essential  in  the 
interests  of  the  patient,  for  whom  uniformity  rather  than 
potency  ought  to  be  the  first  regard. 

Mr.  Miller  pointed  out  that  although  the  medicines 
supplied  to  Irish  paupers  are  now  up  to  a  minimum  standard, 
the  same  thing  does  not  apply  to  the  medicines  supplied  to 
English  workhouses,  and  he  suggested  that  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  should  approach  the  English  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  in  regard  to  the  matter. 

Mr.  Tickle  having  said  a  few  words  in  commendation  of 
Mr.  Umney's  paper, 

J)r.  Harrison  Martindale  congratulated  Mr.  Umney  on 
his  paper.  He  had  been  through  a  number  of  the  stan- 
dardisations, and  drew  attention  to  one  or  two  little  points. 
Regarding  ext.  bellad.  liq.,  he  found  alcohol  to  the  extent  of 
74  33  per  cent,  by  volume  in  an  authentic  specimen.  Mr. 
Umney's  figure  for  the  average  was,  therefore,  somewhat 
low.  Of  ext.  ergotas  liq.  he  found  the  sp.  gr.  10298,  and  in 
the  case  of  tr.  cannabis  indica  an  average  extractive  of 
4  3  grams  per  100  c.c,  and  an  average  alcohol  strength 
85  3  per  cent,  by  volume.  Standardisation  of  this  kind,  con- 
tinued Dr.  Martindale,  was  undoubtedly  of  vast  importance, 
looking  at  the  matter  from  a  therapeutic  point  of  view  as 
well  as  from  that  of  fair  trading. 

The  Vice-Preside  sit  at  this  point  suggested  that  the 
discussion  should  be  adjourned  until  the  second  week  of 
November. 

_  Mr.  Peter  MacEwan  expressed  the  hope  that  when  the 
discussion  was  resumed  it  would  be  opened  by  someone  who 
would  speak  upon  other  aspects  of  the  subject  than  those 
discussed  that  night.  The  legal  and  retailer's'  views  had  yet 
to  be  touched  upon,  and  he  thought  that  Mr.  Glyn-Jones, 
who  had  left  the  meeting,  would  be  able  to  lead  on  thesa 
points. 


The  Vice-President  agreed,  and  said  arrangements  would 
be  made.  As  the  Drug  Club  dinner  falls  on  Tuesday,  Decem- 
ber 9,  the  meeting  would  probably  be  held  on  the  10th. 

Mr.  John  C.  Umney  then  briefly  replied,  provisionally 
stating  that  the  Irish  Local  Government  standards  had  not 
been  arrived  at  without  much  pains,  and  he  knew,  as  a  fact, 
that  the  tr.  hyoscyam.  figures  were  based  on  the  analyses  of 
160  samples. 

The  discussion  was  then  adjourned. 


festivities. 

Cricket  Club  Smoker. 

The  seventh  annual  smoking-concert  of  the  Jlnrgoync, 
Burbidges'  Cricket  Club  was  held  on  November  7  in  the 
Hamilton  Hall,  Great  Eastern  Hotel,  E.C.  The  popularity 
of  this  annual  concert  is  proverbial,  and  this  one  proved  to 
be  the  most  successful  of  the  series,  there  being  over  six 
hundred  people  present.  The  chair  was  taken  by  Mr.  H.  R. 
Arnold,  and  the  vice-chair  by  Mr.  C.  W.  White,  and  amongst 
those  present  were  :  Messrs.  E.  G.  Halstead.  S.  Harmer,  C.C. 
(Harmer  &  Harley),  Edward  and  William  Allen  (Stafford, 
Allen  &  Sons),  Green  (Horner  &  Sons),  Bryant,  E.  J.  Reid, 
J.  H.  D.  Wickham,  W.  E.  Barlow,  Lambert,  jun.  (Samuel 
Lambert  &  Co.),  F.  C.  Stephens  (May  &  Baker,  Limited), 
Pattisson  (R.  Morrison  &  Co.),  Alderman  Rickman,  McCombie, 
J.  Flach,  Lye  (Thos.  Tyrer  &  Co.,  Limited),  W.  F.  Clayton, 
Maister  (Windsor  Infirmary),  Anderson  (Whitechapel  In- 
firmary), Turner  (St.  Pancras  Infirmary),  J.  Lubbock, 
Gardiner  (Howards  &  Sons),  H.  Thomson  (Jeremiah 
Lyon  &  Co.),  Cook  and  Marscher  (German  Hospital), 
Zwannenberg,  Greenhaugh  (A.  &  F.  Pears),  Harnack  (London 
Hospital),  Corbidge  (Nicholls  &  Son),  Barton  (Tye  &  Son), 
F.  Noad  Clark  (Paddington  Infirmary),  Dalton  (Wandsworth 
Infirmary),  and  Walsh  and  Whitehouse  (Eschmann  Brothers 
&  Walsh).  The  items  on  the  programme  were  very  numerous, 
beginning  with  a  pianoforte  selection  by  Mr.  H.  Pether  and 
finishing  with  songs  by  Mr.  Herbert  Campbell,  the  other 
performers  including  Miss  Willey,  Miss  Lyster,  Miss  Heney, 
and  Messrs.  Will  Edwards,  W.  H.  Berry,  Chas.  Coborn,  and 
Herbert  Linwood.  The  whole  of  the  arrangements  passed 
off  very  smoothly,  and  more  than  a  word  of  praise  is  due  to 
Mr.  Sydney  Tappenden,  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Concert 
Committee,  for  the  manner  in  which  he  worked  to  make  the 
concert  the  finest  ever  held  in  connection  with  the  drug-trade 
in  London.    Mr.  T.  Hawkins  was  stage-manager. 

Football  Smoking-concert. 

The  Council  Chamber  of  the  Holborn  Restaurant,  W.C., 
was  the  venue  of  the  smoking-concert  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Football  and  Cricket  Club  in  connection  with  the  School  of 
Pharmacy  on  November  12.  Mr  J.  C.  Umney  occupied  the 
chair,  and  was  supported  by  Mr.  C.  B.  Allen,  Professor  H.  G. 
Greenish,  Professor  W.  Palmer  Wynne,  Mr.  F.  Layman,  Mr. 
F.  Ransom,  Mr.  W.  Warren,  Mr.  R.  Bremridge,  and  others. 
The  attendance  of  students  and  their  friends  was  large,  and 
the  musical  programme  exceptionally  good.  Miss  Poscorla, 
who  gave  such  songs  as  "  The  Miller's  Daughter  "  and  "  Mary 
was  a  housemaid,"  was  the  prime  favourite ;  but  the  per- 
formances of  Mr.  Bernard  Smith  (violin)  and  Mr.  R.  Billin 
(songs) — two  students  of  the  school — were  equally  appreci- 
ated. At  the  interval  the  Chairman  proposed  the  toast  of 
"  Success  to  the  Club,"  and  referring  to  the  meeting  of  the 
previous  evening,  said  the  standard  of  the  football  club  was 
evidently  the  handsome  Watson- Will  challenge  cup  which 
adorned  the  Chairman's  table.  Mr.  Bernard  Collitt  (the 
captain)  replied,  referring  to  the  fact  that  last  season,  out  of 
twelve  match-games  only  two  were  lost.  As  far  as  the 
present  season  has  progressed  the  club  is  unbeaten.  Mr. 
C.  B.  Allen  proposed  the  health  of  Mr.  V.  C.  Hewlett  (the 
Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Smoking-concert  Committee),  con- 
gratulating him  on  the  success  of  the  entertainment,  and 
Mr.  Hewlett  briefly  replied  in  a  well-delivered  speech.  An 
item  not  included  on  the  printed  programme  was  a  duet  by 
two  students  from  South  Africa — Messrs.  G.  R.  Cleghorn 
(Cape  Town)  and  M.  W.  Stranack  (Durban) — who  recently 
passed  the  Minor,  entitled  "We're  going  back  to  Africa," 
which  was  received  with  uproarious  applause.  The  Chair- 
man's health  was  drunk  at  the  close  of  the  concert. 
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Chemical  Society. 

The  first  of  the  session  was  held  on  Thursday  evening, 
November  6,  when  Professor  H.  McLeod,  F.R.S.,  presided 
over  a  large  gathering  of  the  Fellows.  After  the  reading  of 
the  minutes  the  Chairman  referred  to  the  loss  sustained  by 
the  Society  in  the  deaths  of  two  of  its  oldest  Fellows  (Sir  F. 
Abel  and  Dr.  J.  H.  Gladstone),  and  mentioned  that  the 
Council  had  passed  votes  of  condolence  with  the  bereaved 
families. 

The  first  paper  read  was  that  of  Mr.  Holland  Crompton 
on  the 

Specific  Heats  of  Gases, 

which  showed  that  by  taking  into  consideration  the  atomic 
movements  produced  in  the  vapours  of  compounds  by  a  rise 
of  temperature  it  was  possible  to  calculate  by  a  generalisa- 
tion of  Le  Chatelier's  formula  for  the  specific  heats  of  simple 
gases  the  specific  heat  at  constant  pressure  of  vapours  of 
compounds.  Mr.  Crompton  was  followed  by  Drs.  Dyson  and 
Harden,  who  discussed  the  photo-chemistry  of  mixtures 
of 

Carbon  Monoxide  and  Chlorine. 

These  gases,  when  separately  dried  over  sulphuric  acid' 
mixed  in  equal  quantities,  and  exposed  to  light,  behave  very 
much  like  mixtures  of  hydrogen  and  chlorine,  there  being  in 
both  cases  a  period  of  induction  followed  by  a  period  of 
combination,  which  goes  on  until  equilibrium  is  established. 
This  resemblance  is  remarkable,  since  the  formation  of 
carbonyl  chloride  is  direct  and  molecular,  whilst  the  forma- 
tion of  hydrochloric  acid  is  preceded  by  molecular  disruption 
of  the  molecules  of  hydrogen  and  chlorine.  Professor 
Tilden  inquired  what  effect  thorough  drying,  as  carried  out 
by  Mr.  Baker,  would  have  on  the  action,  but  this  point  had 
not  been  ascertained  by  the  authors.  An  account  of  the 
dichloro-ortho-xylene  obtained  by  the  action  of  phosphorus 
pentachloride  on  dimethyldihydroresorcinol  was  then  given 
by  Drs.  Crossley  and  Le  Sueur. 

Two  papers  of  more  interest  to  pharmacists  were  read, 
the  first  contributed  by  Dr.  Jowett  and  Mr.  Potter,  on 

Chrysarobin, 

which  showed  that  this  material,  previously  regarded  as 
homogeneous  by  Attfield  and  by  Liebermann  and  Seidler, 
really  consists  of  a  mixture  of  chrysarobin,  C15H1203,  which 
is  the  anthranole  of  chrysophanic  acid,  and  was  first  found 
in  the  drug  by  Hesse,  dichrysarobin,  C3(,H„40.,  and  its  methyl 
ether  and  a  fourth  substance  at  present  anonymous,  which 
has  the  composition  C17H1404.  The  drug  contains,  as  Hesse 
and  others  had  already  shown,  no  free  chrysophanic  acid. 
The  last  paper  read  was  by  Dr.  Power  and  Mr.  Lees  on 

Ol.  Rut,e  Ang. 

An  oil  so  labelled  was  bought  from  an  English  distiller  and 
found  to  have  the  density  0  8405  and  specific  rotation  —348 
in  a  100-mm.  tube.  It  contained  methylheptylketone, 
methylnonylketone  (together  constituting  about  80  per  cent, 
of  the  oil),  methylheptylcarbinol,  and  methylnonylcarbinol 
free  and  as  acetic  esters  forming  another  10  per  cent,  of  the 
whole,  cineol,  Wimonene,  pinene,  methyl  salicylate,  and  a 
small  quantity  of  a  high-boiling  blue  oil.  The  authors  found 
on  further  inquiry  that  in  spite  of  its  label  the  oil  was  not 
produced  from  English  rue,  and  in  view  of  recent  work  on 
Algerian  oil  of  rue  by  Thorns  and  by  von  Soden  and  Hehle, 
they  believe  it  to  be  of  Algerian  origin.  Dr.  Power  drew 
attention  to  an  interesting  use  of  this  herb  in  the  custom  of 
deodorising  the  court-room  at  the  Old  Bailey  in  olden  times 
with  bunches  of  rue  to  inhibit  the  propagation  of  gaol-fever, 
and  suggested  that  this  was  the  origin  of  the  sweet  herbs 
with  which  the  Guildhall  floors  are  strewed  on  the  occasion 
of  certain  civic  festivities. 


Society  of  Chemical  Industry. 

Manchester  Section. 

The  opening  meeting  of  the  session  was  held  in  the  Chemical 
Theatre  at  the  Municipal  School  of  Technology,  ion  Friday 


evening,  November  7.  There  was  a  large  attendance.  Mr. 
Ivan  Levinstein,  the  Chairman  of  the  Section,  presided, 
and  delivered  an  address,  which  consisted  of  a  panegyric  on 
the  school,  in  which  the  Section  is  to  meet  henceforth. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Reynolds,  the  Principal  of  the  School,  gave  the 
members  a  welcome,  adding  that  they  hoped  to  welcome 
other  learned  societies  besides  the  Society  of  Chemical 
Industry,  and  were  prepared  to  offer  hospitality  and  accom- 
modation. 

After  thanks  to  the  school  authorities  and  the  Chairman 
those  present  inspected  the  whole  establishment. 


Midland  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

The  winter  session  of  this  Association  was  inaugurated  with 
a  social  gathering  at  the  Great  Western  Hotel,  Birmingham, 
on  November  11.  Mr.  G.  E.  Perry,  the  new  President,  was 
Chairman,  and  the  company  included  Sir  James  Sawyer, 
Messrs.  Thos.  Barclay,  John  Barclay,  A.  W.  Gerrard,  F.  H. 
Alcock,  C.  J.  Arblaster,  Jas.  Spilsbury,  A.  F.  Southall,  H.  S. 
Stadthouse,  John  Lucas,  J.  Poole,  Chas.  Thompson,  H. 
Boucher,  J.  H.  "Wakefield,  Fred  Barlow,  F.  J.  Gibson 
(Wolverhampton),  Dr.  Sawyer,  W.  C.  Scott,  and  Jas.  A. 
Radford  (Hon.  Secretary).  Members  and  their  friends  were 
received  by  the  President  and  Mrs.  Perry.  Before  the  social 
part  of  the  programme  was  proceeded  with,  the  President 
delivered  his 

Inaugural  Address. 

Sympathetic  allusion  was  made  to  the  enforced  resignation, 
through  illness,  of  Mr.  Brunt ;  also  to  the  loss  which  phar- 
macy generally  sustains  through  the  retirement  of  Dr.  Paul 
from  the  editorship  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Journal.  An 
able  chemist,  a  sound  pharmacist,  and  a  man  of  considerable 
literary  attainments,  Dr.  Paul  consistently  advocated  for  a 
long  period  of  thirty-four  years  a  high  standard  of  efficiency 
for  the  pharmacist,  and  by  his  scientific  work  materially 
contributed  to  the  advancement  of  pharmacy  itself.  Mr. 
Perry  then  explained  the  social  and  educative  value  of  local 
pharmaceutical  associations,  the  British  Pharmaceutical 
Conference,  Proprietary  Articles  Trade  Association,  and  the 
Chemists'  Defence  Association.  But  he  remarked  that  when, 
from  the  standpoint  of  pharmacy  proper,  they  wished  to' 
obtain  legislative  sanction  for  any  measure  that  local  asso- 
ciations considered  desirable,  both  in  the  interests  of  phar- 
macy and  for  the  public  welfare,  for  all  practical  pur- 
poses these  associations  were  impotent,  and  it  was 
here  that  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  occupied  the 
supreme  position  as  a  pharmaceutical  organisation. 
Through  its  exertions  the  practice  of  pharmacy 
to  the  extent  of  the  keeping  open  shop  and  the  distribution 
of  poisons,  was,  by  legislative  enactment,  confined  to  the 
pharmacist,  and,  so  far,  self -protection  in  the  professional 
sense,  and  consequently  restraint  placed  on  the  incompetent, 
became  accomplished  facts.  The  Benevolent  Fund  has  been 
an  untold  blessing  to  many  who  have  fallen  by  the  way. 
(Hear,  hear.)  There  is  still,  however,  more  to  be  done. 
Pharmacy  is  not,  as  yet,  in  an  absolutely  satisfactory  con- 
dition. Self- protection  has  not  ceased  to  be  necessary  ;  self- 
government  is  still  of  pressing  importance.  A  uniform 
system  of  education,  even  at  this  distance  of  time  since  the 
formation  of  the  Society,  still  remains  a  desideratum.  All 
these  and  other  matters  affecting  the  status  of  the  pharma- 
cist and  the  welfare  of  pharmacy  are  in  the  charge  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society,  and  it  is  only  by  the  instrumentality 
of  the  Society  that  any  substantial  progress  can  be  effected. 

Sir  James  Sawyer  moved  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  Presi- 
dent. In  his  profession,  he  said,  as  in  pharmacy,  there  is 
abundant  and  increasing  need,  under  the  stress  and  strain  of 
modern  competition,  for  strengthening  their  organisation. 
There  are  still  some  delicate  points  which  will  need  adjust- 
ment between  pharmacists  and  medical  men,  but  on  the 
whole  the  members  of  both  professions  might  congratulate 
themselves  upon  the  good  feeling,  the  kindly  co-operation, 
and  mutual  good  understanding  which  has  so  characteristic- 
ally and  so  long  existed  between  them.  In  anything  phar- 
macists did  in  the  way  of  organisation  they  had  the  sympathy 
of  his  profession.  They  had  to  organise  themselves,  but 
they  found  there  were  some  people  nothing  on  earth  would 
organise.  His  own  calling  was  one  in  which  it  was  in- 
creasingly difficult  for  men  to  get  anything  like  a  respectable 
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income,  and  in  pharmacy,  at  all  events  in  its  pure  and 
primary  direction,  there  were  similar  difficulties  to  contend 
with.  But  be  this  as  it  may,  it  was  most  encouraging  to 
know  that  both  professions  were  absolutely  indispensable  to 
the  happiness  and  welfare  of  mankind.  (Applause.)  Mr. 
A.  W.  Gerrard  seconded  the  resolution,  which  was  cordially 
carried.  The  remaining  part  of  the  programme  was  of  a 
social  character. 


Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Society 
of  Ireland. 

A  SOCIAL  and  business  meeting  took  place  in  rooms  at  the 
Royal  Avenue,  Belfast,  on  November  11,  when  a  large 
number  of  members  responded  to  the  invitation  of  the  com- 
mittee to  be  present.  Mr.  Wm.  Jamison,  M.P.S.I.,  who  was 
chairman,  welcomed  the  members,  and  congratulated  the 
committee  on  getting  together  such  a  large  attendance.  In 
regard  to 

Prices  of  Proprietaries, 

he  was  glad  there  was  a  sincere  desire  to  get  out  of  the  old 
rut  and  endeavour  to  obtain  better  prices  for  some  of  the 
articles  handled.  A  short  conference  took  place,  and  an 
interesting  exchange  of  views  ensued,  after  which  the  subject 
dropped  till  after  a  lecture  by  Mr.  A.  R.  Hogg  on  "  Colour 
Photography,"  when  a  resolution  was  passed  unanimously  in 
favour  of  united  action  of  the  trade  in  combating  the  evil  of 
cutting.  Mr.  Hogg  was  accorded  a  vote  of  thanks  for  his 
lecture,  and  then  a  musical  and  recitative  programme  was 
gone  through,  Messrs.  R.  Diamond,  J.  D.  Carse,  J.  L.  Proctor, 
T.  Gilson,  W.  Miskelly,  and  G.  W.  Walker  contributing.  The 
singing  of  "  Auld  Lang  Syne  "  brought  the  meeting  to  a  close 
at  midnight. 


Chemists'  Assistants'  Association. 

A  meeting  of  the  above  Association  was  held  at  73  Newman 
Street,  W.,  on  November  6,  Mr.  A.  Latreille  presiding. 

It  is  a  frequent  source  of  complaint,  at  any  rate  with  the 
Press  representatives,  that  the  meetings  of  the  Association 
do  not  commence  to  time.  This  session  the  unpunctuality 
is  more  pronounced.  Although  the  meetings  are  timed  for 
9  p.m. — an  hour  sufficiently  late  to  make  punctuality 
desirable — it  was  close  upon  10  o'clock  before  the  pro- 
ceedings commenced. 

Mr.  R.  E.  Lownsbrough  (the  Recorder  in  the  botanical 
section)  gave  some  interesting  information  about  the  use  of 
the  locust  as  a  food.  He  exhibited  some  locust-beans,  samples 
of  "  smut"  in  wheat,  and  certain  specimens  of  umbelliferse. 

The  evening  was  devoted  to  impromptu  speeches,  the  most 
important  subject  being 

Early  Closing, 
introduced  by  Mr.  Britton,  and  in  the  course  of  the 
discussion  Mr.  C.  E.  Pickering  said  he  had  promised  Lord 
Avebury  to  bring  the  matter  before  the  Association.  Lord 
Avebury  had  pointed  out  to  him  that  in  a  canvass  of 
Chemists'  Associations  instituted  by  The  Chemist  and 
Druggist  three  Associations  in  England,  of  which  the 
C.A.A.  was  one,  had  voted  against  the  Bill.  Lord  Avebury 
had  told  him  that  he  was  anxious  to  lessen  this  opposition, 
and  that  he  was  astonished  that  an  intelligent  body  of  men 
like  chemists  should  fail  to  see  the  benefits  which  they 
would  derive  from  earlier  closing.  A  lengthy  and  somewhat 
heated  discussion  then  took  place.  The  President  pointed 
out  that  the  Association  did  not  object  to  early  closing,  but 
to  the  method  by  which  it  was  suggested  to  carry  this  out. 
Some  of  the  clauses  were  far  too  vague  ;  a  "  requisite  "  was 
not  defined,  for  instance,  and  a  chemist  might  claim  that 
everything  he  had  sold  was  absolutely  necessary.  Mr. 
Lownsbrough  added  that  another  objection  was  that  the 
Bill  left  it  optional  to  certain  districts  to  close  or  not.  In 
some  neighbourhoods  in  London  the  shops  on  one  side  of  the 
street  would  be  open  and  on  the  other  side  shut.  A  resolu- 
tion proposing  that  the  Association  should  communicate  with 
Lord  Avebury  was  ruled  out  of  order,  and,  finally,  the 
President  promised  that  the  matter  should  come  up  for 
discussion  at  the  next  general  meeting. 


Cambridge   Pharmaceutical  Association. 

A  special  meeting  of  the  members  was  held  at  the  Bull 
Hotel,  Cambridge,  on  November  7,  Mr.  A.  Sidney  Campkin, 
J.P.  (President),  in  the  chair.  Among  those  present  were 
Messrs.  E.  S.  Peck,  M.A.  (Vice-President),  H.  J.  Parson, 
W.  L.  White,  C.  S.  Addison,  Evans,  and  B.  S.  Campkin 
(Hon.  Secretary).  The  meeting  was  convened  to  discuss 
the 

Question  of  Proprietary  Articles. 

The  Secretary  intimated  that  he  had  received  a  letter 
from  Mr.  E.  H.  Church,  stating  that  he  was  unable  to  act  as 
delegate  to  the  P.A.T.A.  Conference.  The  Association  will, 
therefore,  be  represented  by  the  President  alone. 

Mr.  W.  L.  White  opened  the  discussion  on  proprietary 
articles.  He  said  from  time  to  time  they  received  an  invoice 
with  the  word  "  Advance  "  on  the  left-band  side.  It  applied 
to  a  considerable  number  of  proprietary  articles,  and  in  that 
there  was  cause  for  reflection.  He  noticed  that  the  advance 
in  the  price  of  proprietary  articles  was  in  proportion  to  their 
popularity  in  the  market.  That  was  not,  however,  the 
reason  given  by  the  manufacturer.  The  manufacturer  said 
it  was  due  to  "cutting"  between  the  chemists  themselves, 
and  that  he  endeavours  to  secure  for  himself  the  profit 
which  the  chemists  refuse  to  take.  Mr.  White's  opinion  was 
that  the  manufacturer  had  no  consideration  whatever  for  the 
chemist.  They  knew  that  there  were  chemists  who  cut 
proprietary  articles  down  to  get  customers  from  their  neigh- 
bours ;  and  he  said  the  manufacturers  were  not  justified  in 
taking  advantage  of  such  a  position  of  affairs,  because  by 
doing  so  they  took  away  from  the  loyal  chemist  the  chance 
of  obtaining  a  fair  profit.  Mr.  White  referred  to  the 
increased  number  of  advertisements  of  quack  medicines, 
and  said  they  should  do  their  best  to  prevent  the  public 
handling  poisons.  As  to  foods,  they  were  frequently  sold  by 
people  who  could  not  answer  simple  questions  as  to  whether 
they  were  good  or  not,  and  he  thought  in  this  matter 
chemists  were  not  sufficiently  enterprising.  Surely  if  they 
were  allowed  to  give  a  baby-powder  they  might  from  time  to 
time  supply  baby-food.  He  thought  it  was  possible  for 
chemists  to  place  upon  the  market  food  suitable  for  children 
rather  than  allow  the  trade  gradually  to  slip  from  their 
hands.  The  practice  of  medical  men  prescribing  proprietary 
articles  was  very  serious  indeed.  He  thought  they  might,  as 
an  Association,  urge  the  parent  Society  to  issue  a  note  to  the 
British  Medical  Association,  with  a  view  to  stop  the  practice. 
He  also  thought  they  might  congratulate  the  Glasgow  Asso- 
ciation on  their  efforts  to  create  a  better  condition  of  affairs 
between  the  manufacturers  of  these  articles  and  the  trade 
generally. 

Mr.  Addison  said  they  should  endeavour  to  discourage  the 
sale  of  proprietary  articles  and  act  upon  the  principle  of 
substitution.  With  regard  to  medical  men  prescribing  pro- 
prietary medicines,  it  was  partly  the  fault  of  the  chemists, 
who  did  not  suggest  that  there  was  something  else  equally 
as  good.  They  certainly  ought  to  discourage  the  sale  of 
non-profitable  medicines. 

Mr.  White  :  By  doing  that  you  drive  the  trade  into  other 
channels. 

Mr.  Addison  :  Not  necessarily.  You  can  do  a  good  deal 
by  speaking  to  your  customers  and  persuading  them  to  take 
something  else.  I  know  that  that  is  done  by  the  greatest 
"  cutters,"  who  depend  on  their  profits  from  the  things  they 
make  themselves. 

The  President  remarked  that  it  was  some  forty-one  years 
since  he  received  his  baptism  in  trade,  and  his  early  expe- 
rience was  that  the  proprietary-medicine  trade  was  worth 
doing.  The  question  of  substitution  never  entered  into 
chemists'  calculations,  and  even  now,  if  it  entered  their 
thoughts,  they  had  not  the  time  to  carry  it  out.  His  experi- 
ence was  that  one  customer  followed  another,  and  while  they 
were  talking  to  a  person  who  required  a  good  deal  of  con- 
vincing, they  might  be  losing  a  customer.  They  should  in  no 
way  say  a  good  word  for  any  patent  medicine  which  practi- 
cally sweats  the  vendor.  If  every  retail  chemist  agreed  upon 
a  common  course  of  action  it  might  have  a  good  effect,  but  if 
a  plan  was  only  partially  carried  out  the  trade  would  be 
driven  from  one  place  to  another.  He  believed  the  present 
system  of  advertising  patent  medicines  would,  before  long, 
be  ridiculed  out  of  existence.  The  fact  remained,  however, 
that  they  had  "caught  on,"  and  while  there  was  a  credulous 
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public  he  was  afraid  they,  as  an  Association,  were  almost 
powerless  to  act.  The  public,  it  would  seem,  would  rather 
pay  2s.  9d.  for  a  thing  largely  advertised  than  4cZ.  or  6d.  to  a 
respectable  chemist  for  an  article  possessing  a  greater 
intrinsic  value. 

Mr.  Addison,  replying  to  a  portion  of  the  President's 
remarks,  said  it  was  in  the  busiest  places  where  substitution 
mostly  took  place. 

The  Secretary  stated  that  he  had  spoken  to  Beecham's 
and  Seigel's  representatives,  and  the  argument  used  in  both 
cases  was  that  they  would  like  to  consider  the  retailers 
generally  in  the  matter  of  profit,  but  they  must  in  the  first 
place  consider  their  shareholders. 

Mr.  Evans  also  spoke  as  to  a  conversation  ho  had  had 
with  the  representative  of  one  of  the  proprietary  companies. 
He  said  to  the  traveller,  "  If  you  are  going  to  fix  Is.  Ohd.  for 
this  article,  why  not  have  it  at  face-value  straight  away  ?  " 
The  reply  was,  "We  wrote  to  Boots  to  fix  it  at  face-value, 
and  they  said  they  would  not,  at  the  same  time  enclosing  an 
order  for  150  gross." 

Mr.  Peck  thought  the  fact  that  medical  men  prescribed 
patent  medicines  was  the  most  serious  thing  they  had  to 
deal  with.  (Hear,  hear.)  He  thought  there  were  signs  that 
the  medical  men  themselves  were  beginning  to  see  the 
fallacy  of  this.  He  believed  it  was  done  thoughtlessly 
rather  than  intentionally,  and  because  the  medical  men 
believed  that  they  could  rely  upon  the  article  ordered.  One 
solution  of  the  difficulty  would  be  to  widen  the  scope  of  the 
Pharmacopoeia.  They  might  also  refuse  to  have  their  names 
inserted  in  circulars  respecting  these  articles. 

Mr.  White  moved — 

That  the  Cambridge  Pharmaceutical  Association  ventures  to 
suggest  to  the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  that  they 
approach  the  General  Medical  Council  with  a  view  of  pointing  out 
to  them  the  undesirability  of  prescribing  proprietary  articles  and 
patent  medicines  in  contradistinction  to  the  preparations  of  the 
Pharmacopoeia  and  other  published  formulae. 

This  was  seconded  by  the  Secretary,  and  carried 
unanimously. 


Reading  Chemists'  Association. 

The  second  annual  dinner  and  meeting  was  held  at  Table 
Dainties  Restaurant,  Reading,  on  November  6,  the  President 
(Mr.  C.  Bradley)  being  in  the  chair.  Dinner  was  well  served, 
after  which  the  usual  business  was  transacted. 

Annual  Reports. 

The  report  by  Mr.  F.  Tunbridge  (Treasurer)  showed  a 
balance  in  hand  of  12s.  2d. 

The  Secretary  (Mr.  G.  W.  Harrison)  stated  that  there 
were  twenty-one  members  on  the  roll,  a  decrease  of  one  on 
last  year.  The  associates  had  dropped  out  altogether.  Four 
meetings  had  been  held  during  the  year,  two  being  of  a 
social  and  two  of  a  scientific  nature.  The  attendance  at  the 
latter  had  been  very  small.  These  meetings  evidently  did 
not  appeal  to  the  majority  of  the  members.  It  would  be 
wise  to  develop  the  Association  along  lines  of  trade  interest 
and  co-operation,  and  in  speaking  with  individual  members 
that  feeling  was  strongly  expressed.  The  Association  had 
undoubtedly  developed  a  feeling  of  cordiality  and  comrade- 
ship, and  that  was  the  foundation  on  which  co-operation 
could  be  best  built  up. 

The  following  officers  were  elected  for  the  ensuing  year  : 
President,  Mr.  E.  Cordwell ;  Treasurer,  Mr.  F.  Tunbridge ; 
Secretary,  Mr.  G.  W.  Harrison  ;  Executive  Committee, 
Messrs.  C.  Bradley,  B.  P.  Butler,  F.  W.  Mays,  J.  E.  Rowell, 
F.  W.  Vasey. 

Programme  for  the  Session. 

It  was  decided  to  hold  all  meetings  on  the  second  Thurs- 
day in  each  month,  and  the  following  were  arranged  for  : — 

December. — Trade  co-operation,  introduced  by  the  President. 

January. — Social  evening. 

February  —Paper  by  Dr.  Luxmore,  F.I.C. 

March.— Paper  by  Mr.  F.  F.  A.  Tunbridge. 

April.— Trade  discussions. 

Trade  Matters. 
A  letter  was  read  by  Mr.  F.  W.  Mays  from  Messrs.  A.  J. 
White  (Limited),  suggesting  the  raising  of  the  price  of 
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Seigel's  syrup  to  Is.  0%d.,  2s.,  and  3s.  9d.  The  Association 
felt  that  it  was  not  for  them  to  move  in  the  matter,  but 
were  in  favour  of  Messrs.  White  taking  action  at  once. 

Mr.  Vasey  revived  the  question  of  Messrs.  Burroughs 
Wellcome  &  Co.'s  circular,  and  a  resolution  was  unanimously 
passed  recommending  members  to  remove  it  from  the 
cartons. 

The  principle  of  trade-restriction  as  embodied  in  the 
Kodak  agreement  was  also  discussed,  and  the  following 
resolution  was  unanimously  passed  : — ■ 

That  this  meeting  of  the  Reading  and  District  Chemists'  Associa- 
tion wishes  to  express  its  disapproval  of  the  present  terms  of 
business  of  the  Kodak  Company,  believing  that  it  would  lie  to 
mutual  advantage  to  withdraw  such  objectionable  restrictions  and 
speedily  return  to  the  conditions  of  free  trade. 

This  was  all  the  public  business. 


School  of  Pharmacy  Students'  Association. 

A  general  meeting  of  this  Association  was  held  at 
17  Bloomsbury  Square  on  November  7,  Professor  Greenish, 
the  President  of  the  Association,  occupying  the  chair,  .-up- 
ported  by  Mr.  C.  B.  Allen  and  Mr.  R.  Bremridge. 

An  Examiner's  View. 

The  President,  after  a  few  preliminary  remarks,  called 
on  Mr.  Edmund  White  to  deliver  his  promised  address, 
which  took  the  shape  of  advice  from  one  who,  formerly  a 
student  in  the  School  of  Pharmacy,  was  now  an  examiner. 
The  curriculum  at  the  "  Square  "  was,  Mr.  White  said,  amply 
sufficient  to  remove  any  anxiety  on  the  student's  part  as  to 
examinations.  The  weak  subject  with  candidates  is  oral 
and  practical  pharmacy,  due,  he  thought,  to  the  habit  many 
pharmacists  have  of  buying  ready-made  galenicals,  and  thus 
depriving  their  pupils  of  opportunities  of  becoming  familiar 
with  the  materials  and  processes  used.  In  the  examination- 
room  principles  count  for  a  great  deal  more  than  conven- 
tional details,  and  students  should  not  neglect  the  foundation 
for  the  veneer.  He  (the  speaker)  did  not  think  the 
"  Square  "  course  too  long,  and,  judging  by  the  number  of 
candidates  who  came  up  for  re-examination,  it  requires 
between  seven  and  nine  months'  study  to  pass  the  Minor.  It 
is  not  always  possible  for  an  examiner,  in  the  short  space  of 
time  at  his  disposal,  to  judge  accurately  of  a  student's 
capabilities,  and  however  good  the  scheme  and  conscientious 
the  examiner,  results  are  often  not  what  are  expected.  He 
considered  it  unfortunate  for  pharmacy  that  such  a  large 
proportion  of  candidates  are  trained  with  a  view  of  just 
passing  the  examination,  for  examination  without  education 
only  yields  a  poor  product  in  pharmacy. 

Mr.  C.  B.  Allen  proposed  a  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  White 
for  his  interesting  address,  which  was  seconded  by  Mr. 
Bennett,  and  carried  with  acclamation.  Mr.  White,  in 
replying,  invited  the  Association  to  inspect  the  pharma- 
ceutical laboratory  at  St.  Thomas's  Hospital,  the  invitation 
being  gratefully  accepted. 


Dewsbury  Chemists'  Association. 

A  meeting  of  this  Association  was  held  on  Monday  evening, 
November  10,  at  the  Church  House,  Dewsbury,  the  President 
(Mr.  R.  Gledhill)  in  the  chair.  The  question  of  joining  a 
defence  association  of  traders  in  opposition  to  the  co- 
operative societies  was  discussed,  but  it  was  decided  to  take 
no  action  at  present.  Mr.  S.  N.  PickaRd  referred  to  the 
comments  of  "  Xrayser "  in  (reference  to  the  part  taken  by 
the  Dewsbury  Association  in  the  formation  of  the  West 
Riding  Federation, ;  and  several  members  also  spoke,  the 
unanimous  feeling  being  that  the  writer's  remarks  were 
unjustified.  Considerable  discussion  was  aroused  by  the 
P.A.T.A.  circular,  and  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Pickard, 
seconded  by  Mr.  Gutteridge,  it  was  resolved  to  support  the 
P.A.T.A  in  any  legitimate  action  to  secure  the  co-operation 
of  those  manufacturers  of  proprietary  articles  who  had  not 
yet  placed  their  manufactures  on  the  prohibited  list.  The 
unremunerative  patent  medicines  were  also  discussed,  and  a 
resolution  adopted  urging  registered  chemists  not  to  exhibit 
showcards,  issue  literature,  or  assist  in  other  ways  to  adver- 
tise articles  which  are  not  on  the  prohibited  list. 
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Grimsby  Chemists'  Association. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Council  of  this  Association  on  Novem- 
ber 11,  Mr.  Willson  (Vice-President)  in  the  chair,  Mr.  J.  A. 
Moore  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Council,  in  place  of 
Mr.  S.  North,  who  has  recently  sold  his  business.  Mr.  W. 
Barker  was  elected  an  auditor,  in  place  of  Mr.  Moore.  The 
P.A.T.A.  circular  was  read  and  discussed,  and  the  following 
resolutions  were  unanimously  passed  : — 

That  the  Council  of  the  Grimsby  Chemists'  Association  approves 
of  the  coming  Conference,  to  be  held  under  the  auspices  of  the 
P.A.T.A.,  and  that  they  appoint  a  delegate  to  represent  the 
Association  at  the  Conference. 

That  the  Secretary  write  to  manufacturers  of  well-known  un- 
remunerative  proprietaries,  requesting  them  to  be  represented  at 
the  coming  Conference. 

It  was  decided  to  write  to  about  eighteen  proprietors  of 
the  worst-cut  patents. 


Aberdeen  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

A  meeting  called  by  this  Association  of  all  chemists  in 
Aberdeen  and  district  was  held  in  Gordon's  College  on 
October  31.  There  was  a  fair  attendance,  and  Mr  A.  Craig 
(President  of  the  Association)  occupied  the  chair.  The 
meeting  was  called  to  consider  the  circular  from  the 
Proprietary  Articles  Trade  Association  and  the  letter  from 
the  Glasgow  and  West  of  Scotland  Chemists'  Trade  Associa- 
tion. The  President,  in  his  opening  remarks,  said  it  was 
quite  unnecessary  for  him  to  show  to  an  audience  of  chemists 
the  necessity  of  taking  some  action  with  regard  to  this 
question.  Every  chemist  in  the  country  felt  the  position  so 
keenly  that  something  must  be  done.  It  was  a  deplorable 
fact  that  intelligent  and  educated  men  should  so  under- 
estimate their  own  value  as  to  hand  themselves  over  to 
selling  patents  and  proprietary  articles  at  less  than  a  living 
profit,  and  in  some  cases  at  cost-price,  to  enable  the 
proprietors  of  these  articles  to  make  fortunes.  Mr.  Craig 
concluded  by  proposing  "  that  this  Association  send  one 
delegate  to  the  Conference  in  London."  This  was  seconded 
by  Mr.  Giles  and  carried  unanimously.  Mr.  Pateeson 
proposed — 

That  this  meeting  of  the  trade,  convened  by  the  Aberdeen 
Pharmaceutical  Association,  heartily  approves  of  the  objects  and 
the  aims  of  the  Conference  as  the  most  effective  means  of  adding 
to  the  list  of  protected  proprietaries. 

He  supported  this  in  a  brief  speech.  Mr.  W.  P.  Hay 
seconded,  and  the  motion  was  unanimously  carried.  Mr. 
Charles  Simpson  proposed — 

That  the  members  of  this  Association  and  other  members  of  the 
trade  conjoined  with  them  pledge  themselves  to  curtail  the 
demand  for  unprotected  articles  (by  such  means  as  refusing  to  ex- 
hibit the  goods  or  showcards  for  such  articles,  and  to  decline  to 
destribute  any  bills  or  literature  connected  wiih  them),  and  to  dis- 
courage in  every  legitimate  manner  their  sale. 

He  said  it  certainly  was  human  nature  to  put  in  the  back- 
ground articles  on  which  there  was  no  return,  and  keep  in 
the  foreground  those  which  yielded  a  living  profit.  It  was 
amazing  that  a  combined  effort  had  not  been  made  by  the 
trade  long  ere  this  time  to  improve  the  existing  condition 
of  things.  It  was  refreshing  to  see  the  awakening  that  was 
taking  place  in  regard  to  trade  questions,  and  thanks  were 
due  to  the  Glasgow  Chemists'  Trade  Association  for  taking 
this  matter  up.  Particularly  were  chemists  indebted  to  Mr. 
Glyn-Jones,  who,  in  his  early  endeavours,  had  endured  much 
obloquy,  but  was  now  beginning  to  see  his  labours  bearing 
fruit.  The  motion  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Paterson,  and 
adopted. 

Mr.  Paterson  was  appointed  the  delegate  to  the  London 
meeting. 


Glasgow  Chemists'  and  Druggists' 
Assistants'  and  Apprentices'  Association. 

The  introductory  meeting  of  this  rejuvenated  Association, 
which  was  in  the  form  of  a  smoking-concert,  was  held  in  the 
Co-operative  Rooms,  Glasgow  Cross,  on  Priday  evening, 
November  7.  A  very  large  and  representative  gathering 
of  the  drug-trade  was  present.  After  a  short  but  appropriate 
speech  by  the  President  (Mr.  W.  W.  Mollison),  who  was  in 
the  chair,  an  excellent  programme  was  gone  through,  Messrs. 


J.  P.  Gilmour,  D.  S.  Gowan  R.  Dickson,  Watson,  Jas 
McCorquodaie,  A.  Lynn,  Johnston,  and  D.  Steven  (Meggesons 
&  Co.,  Limited)  taking  part.  Mr.  J.  J.  Sturgeon  thanked 
the  entertainers,  and  exhorted  assistants  to  become  members 
of  the  Association.  A  very  pleasant  evening  was  brought  to 
a  close  with  "  Auld  Lang  Syne"  and  "  God  Save  the  King.' 
Arrangements  have  been  made  for  a  dance  on  January  7, 
1903,  tickets  for  which  can  be  had  from  any  member  of  the 
committee,  or  from  the  Hon.  Secretary,  Mr.  Fred  Bewglas, 
733  Dumbarton  Road,  Partick. 


Huddersfield  Chemists'  Association. 

A  meeting  of  the  members  of  this  Association  was  held  on 
November  11,  at  the  Y.M.C.A.  Parlour,  Huddersfield,  when 
Mr.  R.  Broadhead,  of  Dewsbury,  addressed  the  members 
on  the  titles  question.  The  chair  was  occupied  by  Mr. 
R.  C.  Walshaw  (the  President  of  the  Association),  and  there 
was  an  unusually  good  attendance. 

The  President  reported  the  receipt  of  the  circular  com- 
munication in  regard  to  the  proposed  P.A.T.A.  Conference  ; 
and  it  was  decided  to  leave  the  interests  of  the  Huddersfield 
Association  in  the  hands  of  the  representatives  of  the  West 
Riding  Federation  in  this  matter. 

The  Titles  Question. 

In  introducing  Mr.  Broadhead  to  the  meeting  the  Presi- 
dent said  the  principal  reason  for  a  test-case,  as  it  appeared 
to  him,  was  that  it  was  probably  the  only  way  to  get  fresh 
legislation.  Even  if  they  lost  the  case  a  clever  barrister  would 
be  able  to  stir  up  such  a  recognition  of  the  anomalous 
position  which  they  as  chemists  now  occupied  that  fresh 
legislation  would  be  the  inevitable  outcome  of  it,  and 
therefore  it  was  very  doubtful  whether  the  test-case  could 
do  harm  in  any  case. 

Mr.  Broadhead  pointed  out  that  the  preamble  to  the 
Pharmacy  Act  of  1868  was  such  that  it  was  considered 
by  the  framers  of  the  Act  that  it  would  be  jjerfect  in 
its  effect  of  restricting  the  sale  of  poisons  and  the  use 
of  the  title  of  "  chemist  and  druggist "  to  chemists  only. 
This  had  been  defeated  in  the  1880  company  case,  so  far 
as  the  sale  of  poisons  was  concerned,  but  he  argued  that 
had  the  titles  question  been  before  the  Judges  the  result 
would  have  been  different,  and  that  even  now  no  company 
has  the  right  to  use  the  title  "chemist  and  druggist  "  unless 
there  is  a  qualified  man  in  the  place.  The  Judges  in  the 
1880  case  said  that  if  they  could  see  that  the  object  of 
the  Act  was  defeated  they  would  extend  the  application  of 
the  word  "  person  "  so  as  to  include  the  company.  The  ex- 
perience of  later  years  had  proved  conclusively  that  the 
object  of  the  Act  was  defeated  by  the  unrestricted  use  of  the 
title.  He  therefore  considered  that  a  case  should  be  drawn 
up  and  taken  to  test  the  point,  and  incidentally  remarked 
that  if  companies  were  outside  the  Act  entirely  how  could 
they  be  prosecuted  under  Section  17 '?  A  danger  arising  from 
the  present  conditions  was  that  a  great  many  young  men 
were  going  into  the  business  of  chemist  and  druggist,  and 
ignoring  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  and  its  examinations 
and  everything  else,  and  if  it  were  admitted  that  the  title  was 
gone,  these  young  men,  who  we-e  now  a  serious  danger,  because 
they  were  carrying  on  90  per  cent,  of  the  business  already 
in  competition  with  the  qualified  chemist,  need  simply  form 
themselves  into  a  company  under  the  Companies  Acts,  at  an 
outlay  of  10Z.  or  so,  and  use  the  title  at  once,  so  that  the 
title  would  be  spread  broadcast  all  over  the  country  to  the 
detriment  of  those  who  followed  the  ordinary  and  legitimate 
course  of  preparation.  He  could  not  imagine  what  it  was 
that  made  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  hesitate. 

The  President  said  he  thought  the  test-case  of  1880 
ought  to  have  been  taken  on  the  question  of  titles  instead 
of  the  sale  of  poisons.  As  to  the  need  of  a  glaring  case, 
there  could  not  well  be  a  worse  case  than  the  case  at  Wigan 
a  few  days  ago  which  caused  the  poisoning  of  a  child  under 
circumstances  which  could  not  have  occurred  in  a  drug- 
gist's shop.  He  had  nothing  to  complain  of  in  regard  to 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society  except  about  their  policy  of 
secrecy  and  silence.  He  had  been  a  divisional  secretary 
for  a  year  and  a  half,  and  he  only  had  two  communications 
from  the  Society — one  inquiring  about  the  conditions  at 
public  institutions,  and  the  other  a  mere  matter  of  detail. 
It  appeared  to  him  that  any  company  could  put  up  over  the 
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shop  "pharmaceutical  chemists"  just  as  easily  as  they  could 
put  up  "cash  chemists."  Mr.  Stephens  asked  how  Mr. 
Broadhead  could  hope  to  influence  the  Council  in  favour  of 
a  test- case  after  what  Mr.  Newsholme  had  said  about  the 
effect  of  the  legal  advice  ?  Mr.  Broadhead  replied  that 
the  Council  had  had  previous  opportunities  of  observing  that 
legal  opinion  was  not  infallible,  and  particularly  so  in  the 
1880  case.  The  President  said  it  was  quite  arguable  that 
more  good  might  be  done  by  losing  the  case  than  by 
winning  it.  There  was  further  discussion,  but  no  resolution 
was  moved,  the  President  and  Mr.  Broadhead  agreeing 
that  it  was  better  not  to  offer  any  expression  of  judgment  in 
that  form.    The  meeting  then  ended. 


Sheffield  Pharmaceutical  Society. 

At  the  meeting  on  November  11,  Mr.  John  Austen  presiding, 
the  P.A.T.A.  circular  was  thoroughly  discussed,  and  a  reso- 
lution was  passed  approving  of  the  P.A.T.A.  Conference,  and 
expressing  the  opinion  "  that  all  articles  should  be  sold  at 
face-value  if  possible.'  Messrs.  Percy  Carr  and  Gilbert 
Jackson  were  appointed  delegates  to  attend  the  Conference. 
It  was  decided  to  appeal  for  subscriptions  for  the  Chemists' 
Defence  Association. 


Tyneside  Microscopical  Society. 

The  monthly  meeting  was  held  at  the  Hancock  Museum, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne,  on  Wednesday,  November  5.  Mr.  Frank 
Winter  read  an  interesting  and  instructive  paper  on  "Light," 
with  special  reference  to  microscopic  work.  Professor  M.  C. 
Potter,  of  Durham  College  of  Science, and  Examiner  in  Botany 
to  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  was  elected  President  of  the 
Society ;  and  Mr.  G.  F.  Merson,  F.C.S.,  pharmaceutical  chemist, 
was  elected  a  Vice-President.  Mr.  T.  S.  Herd,  chemist,  is 
entrusted  with  the  organisation  of  an  open  practical  meeting 
for  next  month,  and  altogether  the  Society  has  been  launched 
under  favourable  and  encouraging  auspices. 


Yarmouth  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

The  usual  monthly  meeting  of  this  Association  was  held  on 
November  6,  Mr.  T.  B.  Male  in  the  chair. 

The  Secretary  read  the  report  of  the  Federation  on  the 
"  titles  "  question,  and  it  was  unanimously  agreed  that  the 
only  way  to  improve  the  chemist's  position  and  restrict  the 
use  of  titles  is  by  fresh  legislation. 

The  letter  from  the  Committee  of  the  Drug-trade  Appeal 
Fund  was  next  read,  and  it  was  agreed  to  support  the  fund 
by  a  donation  of  one  guinea  from  the  Association.  It  was 
also  decided  to  ask  each  member  to  subscribe. 

The  proposed  P.A.T.A.  Conference  was  cordially  welcomed, 
and  two  members  appointed  to  represent  the  Association. 


IRew  Companies  &  Company  flews. 


Chemical  Discoveries  (Limited). — Capital  10,0007.,  in  17 
shares.  Objects  :  To  acquire  Patent  No.  6,344  of  1902  for  improve- 
ments in  medical  injection-tubes,  to  adopt  an  agreement  with 
J.  K.  Murphy,  and  to  carry  on  the  business  of  medical-tube,  injec- 
tion-tube, medical  and  surgical  instrument  and  rubber  manufac- 
turers, merchants,  and  agents,  &c.  The  first  subscribers  are : 
C.  H.  Heydemann,  Garrick  Chambers,  W.,  author ;  H.  W. 
Saunders,  18  Birkbeck  Road,  Hornsey,  stationer ;  W.  E.  Stone, 
36  Alberta  Street,  S.E.,  clerk ;  C.  B.  Probert,  56  Copthall  Avenue, 
E.C.,  secretary;  F.  W.  Bradding,  83  Raleigh  Road,  Hornsey, 
draughtsman;  A.  M.  Brown,  Holmewood,  Grove  Vale,  East 
Dulwich,  clerk ;  and  W.  T.  Bagnall,  39  Glengarry  Road,  East 
Dulwich,  S.E.,  clerk.  No  initial  public  issue.  The  subscribers 
are  to  appoint  the  first  directors.  Qualification,  500?.  Remunera- 
tion, 2507.  per  annum,  divisible. 

Febroleum  Company  (Limited). — Capital  50,000?.,  in  17.  shares 
(10,000  preference).  Objects  :  To  adopt  an  agreement  with  F.  M. 
Tucliett,  to  manufacture  and  deal  in  a  medicine  known  as 
"  Ferroleum,"  and  to  carry  on  the  general  business  of  manufac- 
turers of  and  dealers  in  patent,  chemical,  medical,  and  other  pre- 
parations, medical  wines,  cattle  foods  and  medicines,  and  drugs  of 
all  kinds,  wholesale  and  retail  chemists  and  druggists,  &c.  The 
first  subscribers  are  :  F.  M.  Tuckett,  86  Clerkenwell  Road,  E.C., 
gentleman ;  M.  Harvey,  379  London   Road,   Thornton  Heath, 


gentleman  ;  H.  M.  Tedman,  86  Clerkenwell  Road,  E.C.,  clerk 
C.  H.  Moon,  3  Westbere  Road,  N.W.,  clerk  ;  A.  Bailey,  55  Chet- 
wynd  Road,  Highgate  Road,  N.W.,  clerk ;  F.  H.  C.  Robinson, 
99  Sarsfield  Road,  Balham,  S.W.,  clerk ;  F.  H.  Goodwin,  27  Dyne- 
vor  Road,  N.,  clerk.  Minimum  cash  subscription,  10  per  cent,  of 
the  shares  offered  to  the  public.  The  subscribers  are  to  appoint 
the  first  directors.  Qualification,  2007.  Remuneration,  250?.  per 
annum  for  the  chairman  and  100?.  each  for  the  other  directors, 
with  a  share  in  the  profits  after  10  per  cent,  dividend  is  paid 
on  the  ordinary  shares. 

W.  A.  Whabeam  (Limited). — Capital  10,0007.,  in  17.  shares 
(500  preference).  Objects  :  To  carry  on  the  business  of  chemists, 
druggists,  drysalters,  oil  and  colour  men,  distillers,  importers  of 
aerated,  mineral,  and  artificial  waters,  tobacconists,  manufacturers 
of  photographic,  surgical,  and  scientific  apparatus  and  materials, 
&c,  and  to  take  over  the  business  carried  on  at  49  St.  Paul's 
Street,  Leeds,  as  "  W.  A.  Wharram."  The  first  subscribers  are  : 
W.  A.  Wharram,  The  Avenue,  Roundhay,  Leeds,  chemist ;  T.  B. 
Wharram,  West  View,  The  Avenue,  Lidgett  Park,  Leeds,  whole- 
sale chemist;  W.  Adgie,  jun.,  92  Albion  Street,  Leeds,  chartered 
accountant;  W.  Brown,  Bevvholme,  Shipley,  brewer;  M.  G. 
Wharram,  Naburn,  Yorks,  farmer;  G.  F.  Strickland,  62  Garnett 
Road,  Dewsbury  Road,  Leeds,  cashier ;  and  A.  W.  Smeath, 
Rhosmead,  The  Avenue,  Roundhay,  Leeds,  insurance  official.  No 
initial  public  issue.  The  number  of  directors  is  not  to  be  less  than 
two  nor  more  than  five.  The  first  are  W.  A.  Wharram,  T.  B. 
Wharram,  and  W.  Brown  (all  permanent).  Qualification,  1007. 
Registered  office,  North  Street,  Leeds. 

Alwyne  Dyson  (Limited). — Capital,  2,000?.,  in  17.  shares 
Objects :  To  carry  on  the  business  of  chemists,  druggists,  dry- 
salters,  oil  and  colour  men,  photographers,  manufacturers  of  and 
dealers  in  photographic  materials  and  apparatus,  pictures,  prints, 
engravings,  and  works  of  art,  printers,  art  and  general  publishers, 
stationers,  mineral-water  manufacturers,  wine  and  spirit  mer- 
chants, grocers,  tea  and  provision  dealers,  Italian  warehousemen, 
&c.  The  first  subscribers  are :  J.  W.  Dyson,  38  Jesmond  Road, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne,  architect ;  Mrs.  A.  M.  Dyson,  38  Jesmond 
Road,  Newcastle-on-Tyne ;  A.  W.  G.  Dyson,  38  Jesmond  Road, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne,  druggist's  assistant ;  C.  E.  C.  Dyson, 
38  Jesmond  Road,  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  architect's  assistant ;  H.  N. 
Popham,  17  Duke  Street,  Darlington,  chemist ;  W.  B.  Dyson, 
5  Stannington  Avenue,  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  gentleman ;  and  T. 
Hunter,  82  Northumberland  Street,  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  draper. 
No  initial  public  issue.  The  number  of  directors  is  not  to  be  less 
than  two  nor  more  than  three.  The  first  are  J.  W.  Dyson 
(chairman  and  governing  director)  and  A.  W.  G.  Dyson.  J.  W. 
Dyson  may  retain  office  so  long  as  he  holds  500  ordinary  shares. 
Qualification,  507.  Remuneration,  107.  each  per  annum  (governing 
director,  100?.).  Registered  office,  67  Grainger  Street,  Newcastle- 
on-Tyne. 


Boots  (Limited). — Fifty  17.  ordinary  shares  sold  at  auction 
in  Lincoln  on  November  7  for  27.  4s.  6d.  each. 

Evans  Sons  Lescher  &  Webb  (Limited). — All  the 
allotment  letters  respecting  the  issue  of  50,000  5-per-cent. 
preference  shares  were  posted  last  week. 

Scotch  Soda-manufacturing  Company  (Limited). — On 
November  7  Mr.  Justice  Kekewich  appointed  a  receiver  of 
the  assets  of  this  company,  at  the  instance  of  Mr.  May,  who 
is  the  holder  of  a  debenture  for  5007. 

Trading-stamp  Company  (Limited). — At  an  extra- 
ordinary general  meeting  of  this  company  at  9  and  11  Fen- 
church  Avenue,  E.C.,  on  October  28,  the  following 
extraordinary  resolution  was  passed  : — 

That  it  has  been  proved  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  company  that 
it  cannot,  by  reason  of  its  liabilities,  continue  its  business,  and  that 
it  is  advisable  to  wind-up  the  same,  and  that  the  same  be  wound- 
up accordingly. 

Mr.  F.  H.  Kingham,  9  and  10  Fenchurch  Street,  E.C.,  was 
appointed  liquidator. 


A  man  was  walking  along  the  Boulevard  Saint-Michel,  Paris, 
on  Monday  afternoon,  and  stopped  to  light  a  cigarette.  Suddenly 
his  nose  burst  into  flames,  which  spread  to  his  beard.  A  crowd 
assembled,  while  the  unfortunate  man  danced  with  pain  until  a 
policeman  took  him  to  a  chemist's  shop,  where  his  burns  were 
treated.  The  pyrotechnic  nose  was  made  of  celluloid,  and  replaced 
the  natural  one  that  had  been  smashed  hi  a  street-row. 

Messrs.  G.  B.  Kent  &  Sons'  November  Supplement  list 
contains  illustrations  of  ebony  goods  specially  suited  for 
Christmas  gifts.  The  fitted  toilet-cases  for  ladies  and 
gentlemen  are  particularly  attractive. 
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TO  CORRESPONDENTS.— Please  write  clearly  and  concisely 
on  one  side  of  the  paper  only.  All  communications  should 
be  accompanied  by  the  names  and  addresses  of  the  writers. 
If  queries  are  submitted,  each  should  be  written  on  a  separate 
piece  of  paper.  We  do  not  reply  to  queries  by  post,  and  can 
only  answer  on  subjects  of  general  interest. 


The  Federation  and  Titles. 

Sir, — As  one  of  the  delegates  who  attended  the  Federation 
meeting  at  Dundee  I  must  take  exception  to  some  of  the 
remarks  made  by  Mr.  Broadhead  in  your  issue  of  November  1. 
I  have  followed  pretty  closely  the  discussions  on  the  titles 
question  since  the  Dundee  meeting,  and  I  fail  to  see  how  the 
charge  can  be  substantiated  that  the  journals  have  given 
undue  prominence  to  one  set  of  associations  and  suppressed 
others.  As  to  the  assertion  that  the  meeting  "was  biassed 
and  one-sided,"  the  holders  of  one  view  seeming  to  be  taken 
by  surprise,  I  resent  any  charge  of  bias.  I  am  as  anxious  as 
Mr.  Broadhead  that  the  present  anomalous  position  of  the 
legitimate  chemist  should  be  put  on  a  sounder  basis,  and  I 
have  no  doubt  that  was  the  feeling  of  all  present,  and  I  think 
Mr.  MacEwan  rendered  us  kind  service  in  that  he  placed  his 
special  knowledge  at  the  disposal  of  the  meeting.  I  cannot 
see  how  one  side  could  be  more  taken  by  surprise  than 
another.  Notices  were  issued  announcing  the  delegates 
during  the  sitting  of  the  Conference  to  every  member,  and  the 
day  before  the  meeting — viz.,  the  whole-day  excursion  to 
Comrie — and  it  formed  a  very  general  topic  of  conversation, 
so  that  Mr.  MacEwan's  paper  did  not  take  one  man  more  by 
surprise  than  another.  There  were  present  large  numbers 
of  representative  pharmacists  who,  I  think,  would  lay  claim 
to  be  as  free  from  bias  and  as  sincere  in  motive  as  Mr. 
Broadhead  himself  does.  Yours  sincerely, 

Clifton,  November  4.  G.  T.  Turner. 

Sir, — May  I  be  permitted  to  say  a  word  as  to  Mr.  Broad- 
head's  statements  regarding  the  Federation  meeting  held  at 
Dundee  in  August  last '.'    He  says — 

It  would  readily  be  inferred  that  the  Forfarshire  chemists  quite 
agreed  with  the  decision  of  the  Federation,  whereas  the  resolution 
which  they  cordially  and  unanimously  passed  .  .  .  was  quite 
opposed  to  the  premature  and  presumptuous  action  of  the 
Federation. 

Why  "  premature  and  presumptuous  ? "  Mr.  Broadhead 
was  not  at  the  meeting,  but  he  has  at  his  disposal  a  full  and 
fair  report  of  the  proceedings  in  three  trade  journals,  so  I 
assume  he  is  not  ignorant  of  his  subject.  By  what  right 
does  he  sit  in  judgment  upon  the  Federation  ?  (He  has 
disowned  it  and  all  its  works !)  The  facts  are  as  follows  : — 
Several  Associations,  who  are  subscribers  to  the  Federa- 
tion movement,  requested  the  Executive  to  bring  forward 
for  discussion  the  question  of  reservation  of  titles  to 
registered  men.  I,  as  secretary,  asked  Mr.  Peter  MacEwan — 
whom  I  knew  to  have  the  various  decisions  bearing  upon  the 
question  at  his  finger-ends,  and  who  I  knew  could  present 
the  case  against  as  no  one  else  in  the  ranks  of  pharmacy  is 
able  to  do — to  open  the  discussion.  The  agenda-paper  was 
published  in  all  the  journals  of  pharmacy  at  least  a  week 
before  the  meeting.  Copies  of  the  same  document  were  also 
sent  in  advance  to  all  accredited  delegates  of  affiliated 
Associations.  The  matter  was  well  advertised  during 
Conference  week.  How,  then,  can  it  be  said  that  "  the  holders 
of  the  other  view  seemed  to  be  taken  by  surprise  1 "  Surely 
they  were  cognisant  of  the  only  arguments  which  it  was 
possible  to  adduce  against  a  test-case. 

Why  did  the  "biassed  and  one-sided  view  have  all  its  own 
way "  at  the  meeting  ?  Simply  because  the  arguments 
adduced  by  Mr.  MacEwan  were,  to  his  hearers,  irrefutable. 
A  delegate  stated  in  public  (vide  reports)  that  he  was  the 
bearer  of  a  mandate  from  his  Association  in  favour  of  a 
test-case  being  taken,  but,  in  face  of  what  he  heard  from  the 
opener  of  the  discussion  and  the  President  of  the  Phar- 
maceutical Society,  he  had  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  if  his 


colleagues  at  home  had  been  in  possession  of  the  facts  he 
had  heard  in  that  room,  the  mandate  would  certainly  not 
have  been  a  unanimous  one. 

I  object  to  the  word  "  biassed."  It  does  not  apply.  It  is 
an  insult  to  the  intelligence  of  those  present.  No  one  in 
that  meeting — and  it  was  a  very  representative  one — had 
!  seen  Mr.  MacEwan's  paper,  the  Chairman  and  myself 
excepted,  consequently  those  present  must  have  come  with 
their  minds  made  up  on  the  question,  or  they  formed  their 
opinion  in  consequence  of  the  arguments  laid  before  them 
by  the  author  of  the  paper.  Conviction  is  not  bias.  As  to 
being  "  one-sided  " — Yes  !  The  preponderance  of  facts  as 
against  fancies. 

Mr.  Broadhead  stigmatises  the  action  of  the  Federation 
as  "  premature  and  presumptuous."  What !  premature  after 
twenty  years  ?  Presumptuous  !  inasmuch  as  the  Federation 
Executive  was  carrying  into  effect  the  wishes  of  its  con- 
stituents— that  the  question  of  a  test-case  should  be  con- 
sidered. What  does  Mr.  Broadhead  want  ?  The  Federation 
meeting  passed  a  resolution,  but  that  was  simply  the  first 
stage.  A  copy  of  this  resolution,  together  with  a  reprint  of 
the  full  report  of  the  meeting,  has  since  been  sent  to  all 
local  Associations,  with  a  request  for  consideration  and 
criticism.  In  brief,  the  Federation  did  all  it  was  expected 
to  do.  It  placed  the  arguments,  for  and  against,  succinctly 
before  its  constituents  and  the  trade  in  general,  and  it  leaves 
the  trade  to  pronounce  its  own  judgment  upon  these  argu- 
ments. 

In  order  that  Mr.  Broadhead  may  prove  his  sincerity,  let 
him  formulate  concisely  a. test-case  which  he  would  suggest 
should  be  taken  by  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  against 
either  of  the  large  companies  which  he  has  recently  men- 
tioned as  fitting  subjects  for  the  legal  crucible.  He  might 
add  to  it  some  arguments  that  the  counsel  for  the  prosecu- 
tion might  use  to  explain  the  tardy  action  by  the  pharma- 
ceutical authorities.  Yours  faithfully, 

Newcastle-on-Tyne,  November  4.  Geo.  F.  Meeson. 

Sir, — It  is  seldom  that  I  am  tempted  to  rush  into  print,  but 
I  think  the  letter  of  Mr.  E.  Broadhead  in  your  issue  of  the 
1st  is  open  to  comment  by  one  who  was  present  at  the  Federa- 
tion meeting  at  Dundee,  and  had  the  privilege  to  second  the 
resolution  which  was  carried.  Concerning  the  paper  read  at 
the  Dundee  meeting  by  Mr.  MacEwan,  a  pharmaceutical 
chemist  of  long  and  varied  experience,  there  has  been  a 
widespread  interest,  and  the  discussion  which  followed  at 
the  time  was  really  valuable.  I  cannot  conceive  that  any 
impartial  person  would  term  it  biassed,  and  when  Mr. 
Broadhead  states  that  those  who  held  the  contrary  view 
"seemed  to  be  taken  by  surprise,"  does  not  this  admission 
suggest  an  inherent  weakness  in  his  case  ?  Can  it  be  possible 
for  any  chemist  and  druggist  of  the  present  day  to  be  taken 
by  surprise  with  a  discussion  on  "  Titles,"  whenever  or 
wherever  one  is  originated  1  We  have  had  to  endure  volumes 
of  debate  and  correspondence  on  this  question  for  months 
past. 

No  ;  what  really  gave  point  and  importance  to  the  dis- 
cussion at  Dundee  was  the  prominent  pharmacists  who  took 
part  in  it.  All  who  were  present  at  the  meeting  will 
remember  the  profound  effect  Mr.  Newsholme's  speech  pro- 
duced. Speaking  with  a  full  knowledge  of  the  responsibility 
attaching  to  his  words  as  President  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society,  and  with  an  earnestness  and  sincerity  that  carried 
conviction,  Mr.  Newsholme  said — 

It  was  absolutely  useless  to  take  up  any  test-case,  and  he  hoped 
that  was  understood  by  every  chemist  and  druggist  in  the 
country.  The  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  had  looked 
at  it  in  every  light  over  and  over  again,  and  tried  to  do  their  best 
in  every  way ;  but  there  was  only  one  hope,  and  that  was  fresh 
legislation. 

Can  Mr.  Broadhead  say  anything  with  greater  authority 
than  this  1  I  think  not ;  and,  therefore,  what  surprise  can 
there  be  that  the  meeting  carried  unanimously  the  resolution 
moved  by  Mr.  Giles,  of  Aberdeen  ? — 

That  this  meeting  of  the  Federation  feels  that  the  only  way  to 
improve  our  position  and  restrict  the  use  of  titles  is  by  fresh 
legislation,  and  pledges  itself  to  use  its  best  endeavour  to  promote 
this  object. 

I  seconded  the  resolution,  with  a  conviction  that  it  was 
the  only  logical  solution  of  the  difficulty.    The  resolution. 
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however,  does  not  bind  other  Associations,  and  the 
Federation  Committee  has,  since  the  meeting  at  Dundee, 
sent  a  reprint  of  the  full  report  to  all  local  Asso- 
ciations, requesting  opinions  upon  the  action  of  the  Federa- 
tion Executive,  and,  from  the  answers  received,  the 
future  plans  of  the  Executive  will,  more  or  less,  be  guided. 
I  venture  to  suggest  that  Mr.  Broadhead  can  help  our 
common  cause  more  by  exerting  his  influence  in  friendly 
co-operation,  rather  than  by  keeping  aloof  and  finding  fault 
with  those  equally  as  earnest  as  himself  in  trying  to  bring 
about  a  better  state  of  things.  In  my  humble  opinion,  if 
every  qualified  chemist  and  druggist  on  the  register  would 
seriously  ponder  over  the  statement  of  Mr.  Newsholme  at 
Dundee,  and  then  deliberately  pledge  himself  to  work  with 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society  for  the  common  welfare  of  the 
1  iody  corporate,  then — and  not  till  then — will  the  dawn  of 
clearer  understanding  and  better  times  appear.  It  is  only 
the  unnecessary  and  unhappy  divisions  in  the  ranks  of 
pharmacy  which  give  strength  to  the  enemy. 

Gravesend,  November  5.  E.  Feavbr  Clarke. 

Sir, — I  am  extremely  sorry  to  see  the  latter  part  of  Mr. 
Currie's  letter  in  your  issue  this  week,  and  it  is  because  I  am 
not  in  entire  agreement  with  Mr.  Broadhead  that  I  ask  you 
to  insert  this  protest  in  your  next  week's  issue.  To  abuse 
one's  opponents  is  the  prerogative  of  people  who  have  no 
case,  and  I  think  Mr.  Currie  has  damaged  his  by  the  un- 
necessary personalities  he  has  introduced.  That  Mr.  Broad- 
head has  given  much  time  and  study  to  this  subject  there  is 
no  doubt,  but  that  is  no  reason  why  we  should  accept  his 
deductions.  No  one,  I  suppose,  has  a  more  intimate  know- 
ledge of  the  letter  of  the  Bible  than  many  atheists,  but  it 
would  be  absurd  to  argue  that  therefore  believers  should 
accept  their  conclusions.  Yours  sincerely, 

Bradford,  November  8.  Alfred  H.  Waudington. 

The  George  Don  Memorial. 

Sir, — This  year  at  Dundee,  when  I  had  the  honour  of 
being  President  of  the  British  Pharmaceutical  Conference,  I 
took  for  the  subject  of  the  address  "  The  History  of  Scottish 
Botany,"  and  incidentally  drew  attention  to  the  assiduous 
work  of  George  Don,  of  Forfar,  who  made  so  many  and 
important  additions  to  the  flora  of  Great  Britain,  and  who, 
instead  of  receiving  a  tardy  recognition  such  as  has  been 
given  to  the  work  of  similar  labourers  in  the  field  of  natural 
history,  like  Thomas  Edwards  and  Kobert  Dick,  has  met  with 
harsh,  and,  I  think,  unme'ritedly  harsh,  and  unjust  treatment 
at  the  hands  of  some  botanists.  Mr.  John  Knox,  of  Forfar, 
long  ago  drew  attention  to  Don's  labours,  and  has  kindly  lent 
me  Don's  herbarium  for  the  purpose  of  compiling  a  more 
complete  biography.  An  important  article  in  the  Scotsman 
has  drawn  more  public  attention  to  Don,  and  it  is  now  sug- 
gested that  a  memorial  should  be  erected  to  him  at  Forfar. 
The  local  committee  of  the  Dundee  Conference  have  voted 
51.  from  the  balance  which,  I  am  glad  to  say,  was  on  the 
right  side  on  this  occasion,  and  I  understand  the  Forfarshire 
Field  Club  will  subscribe  a  similar  amount.  May  I  say  that 
I  shall  be  glad  to  receive  any  subscription,  however  small, 
to  this  object — a  proper  object  of  recognising  labour  and 
merit,  and,  alas !  during  the  lifetime  of  the  individual  in 
question  unrequited  labour  and  merit  1 — and  the  coming 
anniversary  of  St.  Andrew's  Day  is  not  an  inauspicious  time 
to  ask  for  assistance  towards  the  carrying-out  of  the  sug- 
gested project.        I  am,  yours  very  truly, 

118  High  Street,  Oxford.  G.  C.  Druce. 

Substitution. 

Sir, — One  wonders  what  possessed  Messrs.  Burroughs 
Wellcome  &;  Co.,  when  they  had  decided  to  do  the  right 
thing  with  regard  to  their  "  Imp  "  product,  to  rub  salt  into 
the  sore  they  themselves  had  raised.  Is  the  censorious 
Pharisaism  which  runs  through  their  letters  ingrained  in  the 
writer  or,  in  the  last  instance,  is  it  merely  an  attempt  to 
maintain  an  appearance  of  consistency  under  cover  of  which 
they  could  retreat  ?  In  their  reply  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
London  Chemists'  Association  they  refer  to  "  fair  and  unfair 
dealers,"  and  describe  substitution  as  a  "  form  of  fraud."  It 
is  clear,  therefore,  that  they  would  wish  us  to  infer  that  the 
"  Caution  "  is  levelled  not  against  legitimate  competition, 
but  against  fraudulent  substitution.  The  latter  would  include 
the  supplying  of  tablets  without  the  knowledge  of  the 
purchaser  when  tabloids  were  asked  for ;  but  cases  of  the 


kind  are  of  rare  occurrence,  and  it  is  equally  clear  that  the 
widely  circulated  denunciation  of  substitution  is  not  so 
much  an  open  attack  upon  fraudulent  acts  as  a  covert 
attack  upon  legitimate  methods  of  competition,  such,  for 
instance,  as  the  proprietors  of  Pond's  extract  have  had  to 
contend  against  from  the  proprietors  of  hazeline.  This  is 
undoubtedly  the  view  commonly  held,  and  it  is  not  sur- 
prising that  the  assumption  of  a  high  moral  tone  at  the 
expense  of  innocent  persons  by  people  who  are  not  above 
making  use  of  the  methods  referred  to  should  be  resented  by 
the  injured  ones.  Yours  truly, 

St.  Leonards-on-Sea,  November  11.  John  Smith. 

The  Constitution  of  the  Irish  Council. 

SIR, — The  reflections  of  "Xrayser"  are  not,  I  believe, 
altogether  ex  cathedra,  and  may  be  repudiated  by  the  more 
responsible  editorial  department.  Hence  they  need  not  be 
taken  very  seriously,  otherwise  one  would  be  tempted  to 
observe  that  constitutional  questions  ought  to  be  discussed 
in  a  trade  journal  merely  from  their  economical  or  historical 
aspects,  and  without  the  introduction  of  remarks  which  may 
cause  irritation.  It  would  not  surpass  the  wit  of  men  to 
introduce  such  a  modification  into  the  constitution  of  the 
Irish  Society  as  would  place  it  on  a  more  popular  basis.  All 
that  is  necessary  is 

"  That  every  voter  shall  be  eligible  as  a  member  of 
the  Council." 

I  almost  think  that  I  hear  you  ask,  Is  that  not  so  now  ?  The 
reply  is,  No.  If  seven  druggists  be  on  the  Council,  no  other 
druggist  is  eligible  for  a  seat  thereon,  and  the  whole 
700  of  them,  if  they  happened  to  be  subscribers,  would 
be  absolutely  disenfranchised.  Now,  in  the  name  of  common- 
sense,  what  would  the  700  druggists  subscribe  for  1  If  they 
were  7,000  instead  of  700  they  can  only  have  one-third  of  the 
Council  members  of  their  body.  What,  then,  do  they  get 
for  their  guineas  1  Shall  I  be  told  that  they  will  be  supplied 
with  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  ?  But  surely  they  can 
get  that  journal  for  10s.  Are  they  protected  against  peccant 
purveyors  of  poisons  ?  A  very  little,  indeed ;  not  so  much  as 
would  put  the  remaining  half-guineas  in  their  tills  per 
annum.  I  have,  it  is  true,  elsewhere  assailed  the  Society 
from  a  party  standpoint,  but  my  comments,  like  those  of 
Mr.  Beggs,  are  intended  for  home  consumption,  where  they 
are  taken  for  what  they  are  worth.  In  your  pages  I  merely 
wish  to  discuss  the  effect  of  a  restrictive  franchise  on  a 
licensing  body.  Were  it  not  that  I  have  deprecated  political 
allusions,  I  might  refer  to  South  Africa  as  a  result  of  the  evil 
effects  of  an  oligarchy  elected  on  a  restricted  franchise.  Here 
in  the  Irish  Society  we  have  what  must  be  a  minority  of 
only  a  third  of  the  Council  elected  by  the  voters  from  an 
absolute  majority  of  those  holding  the  Society's  certificates. 
We  have,  I  suggest,  as  a  result  of  this,  the  Council  altogether 
out  of  touch  with  the  popular  party  in  the  country.  It 
necessarily  follows  that  subscribers  are  few.  It  further  must 
follow  that  it  will  become  practically  impossible  to  improve 
the  Pharmacy  Act,  because,  if  local  feeling  is  against  the 
Society,  after  they  have  gone  to  great  expense  to  convict  a 
man  under  the  Arsenic  Act,  the  local  Bench  will  fine  him6rZ., 
or  if  the  offence  be  one  for  which  the  minimum  fine  is  51., 
they  will  accompany  the  sentence  with  such  a  recommenda- 
tion for  remission  as  cannot  be  overlooked.  Further,  they 
are  glad  to  take  advantage  of  any  technical  plea  which  may 
be  put  forward,  and  such  a  feeling  is  created  that  the 
defendant  is  an  object  of  sympathy  rather  than  of  con- 
demnation. Again,  you  have  pointed  out  that  the  Irish 
Society  should  always  be  reckoned  with  when  any  pharma- 
ceutical question  was  before  Parliament,  because  of  the  help 
of  the  Irish  party.  It  seems  doubtful  if  such  help  will  be 
forthcoming  in  future.  Finally,  to  look  at  the  question 
historically,  the  Apothecaries'  Hall  had  an  absolute  monopoly 
of  the  practice  of  pharmacy  in  Ireland,  but  it  was  super- 
seded because  it  could  not  effectually  enforce  its  Act ;  and 
merely  because  the  original  Pharmacy  Act  of  1875  could  not 
be  enforced  the  Amendment  Act  of  1890  was  carried.  He 
would  be  a  bold  man  who  would  suggest  that  finality  in 
pharmacy  legislation  is  represented  by  the  present  constitu- 
tion of  the  Irish  Society.  Yours  truly, 

Dublin,  November  8.  J.  C.  McWalter. 

To  Correspondents. —  We  have  still  a  large  number  of 
letters  in  type  to  dispose  of,  as  well  as  many  replies  to  queries. 


November  15,  1902 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


837 


domino  )£vent0. 

Secretaries  should  send  us  notices  by  Wednesday  of  each  week. 

Tuesday,  November  18. 

Bradford  Chemists'  Association,  Royal  Hotel,  Darley  Street,  at 
9  p.m.  Mr.  J.  R.  Young  on  "  Professional  Rights  versus 
Lay  Judgments." 

"Wednesday,  November  19. 

Western  Chemists'  Association  (of  London).  Twelfth  annual 
dinner,  Cafe  Royal,  68  Regent  Street,  W.,  at  6.30  for  7  p.m. 
Tickets,  price  7s.  6d.  each  (exclusive  of  wine),  may  be  obtained 
frpm  Mr.  W.  J.  I.  Pliilp,  34  High^Street,  Notting  Hill,  W. 

Royal  Microscopical  Society,  20  Hanover  Square,  W.,  at  8  p.m. 
Dr.  P.  E.  Shaw  on  "  An  Electrical  Method  of  taking  Micro- 
scope Measurements,"  demonstrations  by  Dr.  D.  H.  Scott  on 
"  The  Microscope  in  Fossil  Botany,"  and  Dr.  E.  J.  Spitta  on 
"  An  Apparatus  for  obtaining  Monochrometer  Light  with  the 
Mixed  Jet." 

Manchester  Pharmaceutical  Association,  Victoria  Hotel,  at 
8p.m.  "The  Recent  Work  of  the  P.A.T.A., C.D.A.,  and  Appeal 
Fund,"  by  Mr.  W.  S.  Glyn-Jones. 

Glasgow  Chemists'  Assistants'  and  Apprentices'  Association, 
94-  West  Regent  Street,  Glasgow,  at  9.15  p.m.  The  President 
(Mr.  W.  W.  Mollison)  on  "  Trade  Topics." 

Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain  (North  British 
Branch),  36  York  Place,  Edinburgh,  at  8.30  p.m.  Evening 
meeting.  Dr.  F.  0.  Bower  will  deliver  the  inaugural  sessional 
address  entitled  "  Botany  Pure  and  Applied." 

Chemists'  Managers'  and  Assistants'  Society,  Horse-shoe  Hotel, 
Tottenham  Court  Road,  W  ,  at  8  p.m.  Smoking-concert  and 
variety  entertainment. 

Leeds  College  of  Pharmacy,  Tokio  Cafe,  Leeds.  Smoking- 
concert,  Mr.  E.  B.  Elland  in  the  chair. 

Chemical  Society,  Burlington  House,  Piccadilly,  W.,  at  5.30  p.m. 
The  following  Papers  will  be  read :— "  The  Dynamic  Iso- 
merism of  Thiourea  and  Ammonium  Thiocyanates,"  by  Dr. 
J.E.Reynolds  and  Mr.  E.  A.  Werner.  "Isomeric  partially 
Racemic  Salts  containing  Quinquevalent  Nitrogen  "  ;  Part  8, 
"  Resolution  of  the  Hydrindamine  Bromocamphor  Sulpho- 
nates  "  ;  and  "  Isomeric  Compounds  of  the  Type  NRjR  .H;  "  ; 
by  Dr.  F.  S.  Kipping.  "The  Synthesis  of  aa-Dimethyl- 
glutario  Acid,  of  /3-hydroxy-aa-di-methylglutaric  Acid,  and  of 
the  Cis-  and  Trans-  modifications  of  aa-dimethylglutaconie 
Acid,"  by  Mr.  W.  H.  Perkin,  jun.,  and  Miss  E.  Smith, 
by  Mr.  A.  G.  Perkin  and  Mr.  C.  R.  Wilson.  "  The  Vapour- 
pressurss  and  Boiling-points  of  Mixed  Liquids,"  Part  2, 
"A  Reaction  of  some  Phenolic-colouring  Matters,"  Part  2, 
by  Dr.  S.  Young  and  Miss  E.  C.  Fortey.  "The  Vapour 
pressures  and  Boiling-points  of  Mixed  Liquids,"  Part  3, 
and  "  Note  on  Mixtures  of  Constant  Boiling-point,"  by  Dr! 
S.  Young.  "  Note  on  the  Condensation-points  of  the  Thorium 
and  Radium  Emanations,"  by  Mr.  E.  Rutherford  and  Mr. 
F.  Soddy.  "The  Oxime  of  Mesoxamide  and  some  Allied 
Compounds,"  Part  2  ;  "  Disubstituted  Derivatives,"  by  Miss 
M.  A.  Whiteley. 

Thursday,  November  20. 

Optical  Society,  20  Hanover  Square,  W.,  at  8  p.m.  "  Experiments 
with  Selenium  and  Wireless  Telephony  by  means  of  Light 
Rays,"  by  Mr.  A.  Rosenberg. 

Chemist*  Assistants'  Association,  73  Newman  Street,  Oxford 
Street,  W.,  at  9  p.m.    Short  papers  by  members. 

Liverpool  Chemists'  Association,  Royal  Institution,  at  8  p.m. 
"  The  Republic  of  Columbia  :  a  Rich  Source  of  Medicinal  and 
Other  Vegetable-products.  A  short  review  of  the  resources 
of  the  Country,"  by  Dr.  Carlos  E.  Putnam.  "  Carbonate  of 
Ammonium  :  its  Composition  and  Organic  Compounds,"  by 
Messrs.  R.  C.  Cowley  and  P.  J.  Catford.  Two  new  pieces  of 
apparatus  for  testing  arsenic  and  a  new  gas-washer  will  bo 
exhibited  by  Mr.  Edwin  Dowzard. 

Saturday,  November  22. 

London  College  Football  Club,  Alexandra  Hotel,  Clapham 
Common,  smoking-concert,  at  8  o'clock,  Mr.  T.  Edward 
Lescher  presiding.  Tickets  (Is.)  may  be  obtained  from  Mr. 
W.  B.  Nelson  at  the  College. 


ftraoe  IReport. 


NOTICE  TO  BUYERS. — The  prices  given  in  this  section  are 
those  obtained  by  importers  or  manufacturers  for  bulk 
quantities  or  original  packages.  To  these  prices  various 
charges  have  to  be  added,  whereby  values  are  in  many 
instances  greatly  augmented  before  wholesale  dealers  stock 
the  goods.  Qualities  of  drugs  and  oils  vary  greatly,  and 
higher  prices  are  commanded  by  selected  qualities  even  in 
bulk  quantities.  It  would  be  unreasonable  for  retail  buyers 
to  expect  to  get  small  quantities  at  anything  like  the  prices 
here  quoted. 


42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C. :  November  12. 

TIRADE  is  dull  in  Mincing  Lane  drug-circles,  but  the 
auction  of  new  goods  reported  on  page  839  has  helped 
to  brighten  things  a  little.  Outside  of  the  auctions  the 
principal  movement  has  been  a  reduction  in  caffeine,  brought 
about,  it  is  said,  by  American  competition.  Peppermint  oils 
continue  to  command  a  fair  share  of  interest,  both  Ame"ican 
and  Japanese  tending  higher,  and  business  is  brisker. 
Quillaia  is  considerably  dearer,  Chinese  galls  are  firmer,  and 
agents  in  some  instances  have  advanced  their  prices  for  saffron 
twice  during  the  week.  Opium  is  very  quiet.  Although 
there  was  a  decline  of  about  12  per  cent,  in  the  unit 
at  the  Amsterdam  bark-sale  last  week,  the  result,  in 
view  of  the  quantity  offered,  was  considered  good. 
Quinine,  however,  has  been  almost  a  dead-letter.  A 
combination  among  the  German  makers  of  oxalic  acid 
and  salts  has  been  brought  about,  which  may  eventually 
give  a  firmer  feeling  to  values  of  these  products.  The 
following  table  shows  the  principal  changes  of  the  week, 
including  those  recorded  at  the  drug-auctions  : — 


Higher 

Firmer 

Easier 

Lower 

Honey  (Jam.) 
Quillaia 
Senna  (Tinne- 
velly) 

Galls 
(Chinese) 

Oil,  orange, 
sweet 

Oil,  pepper- 
mint 

Saffron 

Was,  bees' 
(Jamaica) 

Ginger 

(Jamaica) 
Oil,lemongrass 

Ammonia 

sulphate 
Caffeine,  pure 

and  citrate 
Ginger 

(Cochin) 
Pepper,  white 
Tonka  beans 

£f,"E,?INTH  Annual  Dinner  of  the  past  and  present  students 
of  the  Metropolitan  College  of  Pharmacy,  160  and  162  Ifenningt'du 
Jrark  Rdad,  S.E.,  is  to  talre  place  at  the  Holborn  Restaurant  on 
November  27.  Dr.  E.  Divers  will  preside  and  distribute  the 
medals  and  certificates. 


Heavy  Chemicals. 

There  is  little  of  change  or  of  special  importance  to  be  reported 
regarding  the  condition  of  the  heavy-chemical  market.  There  is 
a  fairly  steady  and  active  demand  on  home-trade  account  from 
practically  all  quarters,  whilst  exports,  although  not  so  heavy  by 
any  means  as  they  were,  are  moderately  good  for  the  season. 
Prices  show  very  little  fluctuation  of  moment,  and  there  is  not 
much  likelihood  of  any  very  appreciable  change  taking  place. 

Alkali  Produce. — Demand  all  round,  with  perhaps  the  excep- 
tion of  that  for  bleaching- powder  for  export,  is  a  good  one.  Ex- 
ports of  bleach  for  last  month  are  very  poor,  indeed,  compared 
with  those  for  the  corresponding  month  of  last  year,  and,  in  fact, 
show  a  difference  of  almost  50  per  cent.  There  has,  of  course, 
been  a  decrease  in  previous  months,  but  by  no  means  to  the  same 
extent.  This  decline  is,  doubtless  due  to  various  causes,  one  of 
the  main  being  the  breaking-up  of  the  arrangement  between  the 
various  makers. 

Sulphate  of  Ammonia  still  continues  very  quiet,  with  easy 
tone,  and  quotations  are  down  again  about  Is.  id.  to  2s.  6d. 
per  ton. 

Benzols  have  fully  maintained  their  late  former  tone  and  are, 
in  fact,  dearer,  and  with  moderately-good  business  passing  still 
higher  figures  art)  not  at  all  unlikely — 90  per  cent.,  8hd.  to  9d. 
per  gal.,  and  50  per  cent.,  8^rf.  to  8Ac/„  per  gal.  Aniline  oil  and 
salt  stand  at  unaltered  values  of  4hd.  and  4\d.  per  lb.  respectively. 

Zinc  Salts  in  steady  consumptive  demand,  at  unchanged 
rates.  Zinc  sulphate  crystals,  61.  to  61.  5s.  per  ton,  and  zinc 
chloride  solution  100°  Tw.,  57.  15s.  to  6I1  per  ton. 

South  Durham  Salt  is  moving  only  moderately  well,  at  late 
figure  of  lis.  per  ton,  f.b.b.,  Tees. 
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Recovered  Sulphur,  with  good  demand,  is  in  none  too 
plentiful  supply,  and  price  keeps  firm  at  51.  to  51.  5s.  per  ton,  free 
on  rails  in  bags. 

Pearl-hardening  in  active  demand  at  60s.  to  65s.  per  ton, 
free  on  rails  or  free  on  board  in  usual  casks. 

Satinite  moving  well  both  on  home  and  export  account,  at 
62s.  6d.  to  65s.  per  ton,  f.o.r.  or  f .o.b.,  Liverpool,  in  casks. 

Liverpool  Drug- market. 

Liverpool,  November  12. 

Castor  Oil. — Arrivals  by  the  s.s.  Collegian  have  again 
depressed  the  market,  and  sales  have  been  made  of  good  seconds 
Calcutta  from  the  quay  at  2-fad.  per  lb.,  but  in  consequence  of 
stronger  reports  from  the  producing-centres  2hd.  is  again  asked 
from  the  quay  and  for  store  parcels.  First-pressure  French  is 
steady  at  2jSd.  to  2hd.  per  lb.,  according  to  position,  and  2^d. 
might  be  accepted  for  second-pressure  French. 

Quillaia-bark. — The  upward  movement  in  this  has  continued, 
and  holders  of  the  small  stocks  available  are  now  asking  21s. 
per  cwl. 

Irish  Moss. — The  scarcity  of  common  grades  has  caused  holders 
to  advance  their  prices  still  further,  and  12s.  per  cwt.  is  now  asked 
for  good  common.    Medium  grades  are  proportionately  dearer. 

Acacia  Sorts. — There  seems  to  be  more  movement  in  Soudan 
sorts,  and  sales  are  reported  at  30s.  to  31s.  per  cwt.,  according  to 
quantity.  There  is  a  very  confident  tone  among  importers  as  to 
the  future  of  higher  prices. 

Turpentine. — The  market  has  exhibited  signs  of  slight  easi- 
ness, and  39s.  6d.  per  cwt.  is  now  quoted,  though  holders  predict 
much  higher  prices  before  the  new  crop  arrives. 

Chilian  Honey. — While  few  actual  transactions  have  taken 
place,  there  is  a  good  deal  of  inquiry,  and  it  is  thought  that  buyers 
will  pay  the  advanced  rates  now  asked  by  holders.  For  Pile  X, 
30s.  per  cwt.  is  still  asked ;  Pile  1,  25s. ;  Pile  2,  22s.  to  23s. ;  and 
Pile  3,  20s.  per  cwt. 

Canary-seed  is  again  dearer,  and  49s.  per  quarter  is  asked  for 
good  bright  Morocco,  and  47s.  for  Turkish. 

Beeswax. —  Considerable  business  has  been  done  in  Chilian,  at 
prices  ranging  from  11.  to  11.  5s.  per  cwt.,  and  4  packages  of 
'Turkish  changed  hands  at  6/.  15s. 

Arsenic, — Powdered  white  is  held  for  13/.  per  ton,- net. 

German  Drug- market. 

Hamburg,  November  11. 

Business  is  quiet  here  at  present,  and  prices  on  our  drug-market 
have  changed  little  since  last  Tuesday. 

Albumen  is  very  firm,  and  little  is  offering. 

Aniseed. — Bussian  is  firmer,  and  31m.  per  100  kilos,  has  been 
paid. 

Antimony  is  offered  very  cheaply  at  23m.  per  100  kilos. 

Balsam  Peru  is  tending  firmer  at  10Jm.  to  lOAm.  per  100  kilos. 

Camphor  (Befined)  is  firm,  and  higher  prices  being  asked  for 
crude  camphor.  Befined  in  second-hands  quotes  420m.  to  425m. 
per  100  kilos. 

Cumin-seed. — Maltese  is  quoted  50m.,  and  Mogadore  42m.,  per 
100  kilos. 

Cantharides. — Bussian  is  firm  at  530m.  per  100  kilos. 

Ergot  is  also  very  firm.  Bussian  is  quoted  290m.,  and  Spanish 
300m.,  per  100  kilos. 

Elemi  is  firm,  at  175m.  per  100  kilos.  x 

Myrrh  is  scarce,  at  150m.  per  100  kilos. 

Jalap  is  firmer,  at  105m.  to  110m.  per  100  kilos. 

Ipecacuanha  is  quiet,  with  Cartagena  offering  at  8m.  per  kilo. 

Menthol  is  very  scarce  on  the  spot,  hardly  any  offering ; 
nominally  it  is  quoted  57m.  per  kilo. ;  and  September-October 
shipment  55m.  per  kilo. 

Japanese  Wax  is  firm.  On  the  spot  102m.  per  100  kilos,  is 
asked ;  and  forward  delivery  99m.  per  100  kilos. 

Spermaceti  is  firmer,  at  230m.  per  100  kilos. 

Sugar  op  Milk  is  also  firmer,  at  78m.  per  100  kilos. 

Oils  (Fixed). — Castor  shows  very  little  business  ;  first-pressing 
in  barrels  is  quoted  on  the  spot  at  48m.  per  100  kilos.  Cod-liver 
is  firm  ;  non-congealing  in  barrels  is  quoted  185m.  Linseed  is 
fluctuating  ;  and  rape  is  quiet. 

Oils  (Essential). — Peppermint  (HG-H)  is  still  to  be  had  at 
17m.  per  lb.,  although  American  is  much  higher.  Todd  is 
quoted  20m.  per  lb.  Japanese  is  strong,  and  little  offering  on  the 
spot  at  20m. ;  forward,  18m.  per  kilo.  Star-anise  is  firmer,  at  11m. 
per  kilo.    Cassia -is  also  firm,  at  6|m.  to  7m.  per  kilo. 

Cablegrams. 

Hamburg,  November  13 : — Kenned  camphor,  ergot,  and 
condurango  are  all  firmer,  and  for  HGH  peppermint  oil  20m. 
per  lb.  is  now  quoted. 

New  York,  November  13: — Business  here  is  active. 
Peppermint  oil  is  strong  at  $4.75  per  lb.  Senega  is  weaker 
at  58c.  per  lb.    Ergot  continues  to  harden,  and  32c.  is  now 


quoted.  Golden-seal  (hydrastis)  is  easier  at  52c.  Jalap  is 
firmer  at  lie,  and  for  balsam  of  copaiba  39c.  per  lb.  is  now 
quoted.  Menthol  is  very  scarce  at  $6.75  per  lb.,  on  the  spot, 
and  opium  is  dull  of  sale  at  $2.70  per  lb. 


Acid,  Oxalic. — The  formation  of  the  syndicate  of  German 
makers  which  we  alluded  to  in  our  issue  of  October  25  has 
been  successfully  completed.  It  is  said  that  the  object  of 
the  syndicate  is  not  so  much  the  idea  to  raise  prices  as  it  is 
to  regulate  the  supply  and  demand. 

Angostura-bark. — This  is  a  scarce  article,  and  170s.  per 
cwt.  net  is  now  quoted  for  it. 

Arrowroot. — Good  St.  Vincents  in  tins  sold  at  Hd.  per  lb. 
at  auction  on  Wednesday ;  the  parcels  in  barrels  were  bought 
in  at  3§d.  per  lb. 

Bayberry-bark  is  very  scarce,  and  30s.,  c.i.f.,  is  now 
asked,  or  32s.  6d.  landed  terms. 

Caffeine. — A  reduction  of  Is.  per  lb.  has  been  made  in 
the  price  of  pure,  and  makers'  agents  now  quote  100-lb.  lots 
at  10s.,  10-lb.  lots  at  10s.  3d.,  the  quotation  for  any  thing  below 
that  quantity  being  10s.  9d.  B.P.  citrate  has  been  reduced 
6d.  per  lb.  It  was  intended  that  this  reduction  should  not 
be  declared  until  December  1,  but  through  a  misunder- 
standing it  was  announced  this  week. 

Canary-seed  has  continued  to  advance,  and  the  quotation 
for  Turkish  on  the  spot  is  now  50s.  per  quarter.  A  good 
business  has  been  done  lately  at  rising  prices. 

Cantharides. — New  Russian  flies  remain  firm  at  from 
2s.  4|fZ.  to  2s.  5d.  per  lb.,  c.i.f.  terms. 

Cocaine. — Hydrochloride  is  very  firm,  and  again  higher 
prices  have  been  paid  for  crude  material  in  London.  The 
stocks  of  crude  both  in  London  and  Hamburg  are  very  small, 
and  the  tendency  generally  of  hydrochloride  is  towards 
higher  rates. 

Glycerin.— Refined  rules  steady  at  the  convention  prices. 

Jalap  is  now  quoted  6d.  per  lb.,  c.i.f.  There  has  been 
more  inquiry  recently. 

Liquorice-juice  is  tending  upwards.  Good  Sicilian 
block  is  quoted  at  from  43s.  to  48s.,  and  sticks  at  from  67s. 
to  70s.  per  cwt.,  c.i.f. 

Menthol  is  perhaps  not  quite  so  firm  as  it  was  a  fortnight 
ago,  25s.  being  quoted  for  Kobayashi  brand.  In  auction 
8  cases  Japanese  unworked  Kobayashi  crystals  were  limited 
at  25s.  per  lb. 

Morphine. — A  British  consular  report  on  the  trade  of 
China  for  1901,  issued  by  the  F.O.  this  week,  states  that  the 
import  of  morphine  has  nearly  doubled  within  the  past  six 
years.  The  bulk  of  it  is  shipped  to  Amoy  (where  it  was 
originally  introduced),  and  its  use  has  rapidly  extended  to 
Southern  and  Central  China.  It  is  mostly  consumed  in  the 
shape  of  pills.  The  imports  in  1901  amounted  to  138,567  oz., 
against  154,705  oz.  in  1899. 

Musk. — The  exports  of  musk  from  Shanghai  during  1901 
amounted  to..  1,887  piculs,  against  1,941  piculs  in  1899  and 
2,587  piculs  in  1891. 

Oil,  Cod-liver. — Agents'  quotations  remain  unchanged, 
and  a  quiet  feeling  is  noticeable  on  the  London  market. 
Norwegian  refiners,  however,  do  not  appear  anxious  for 
business.  It  is  reported  that  187s.  Qd.,  c.i.f.,  has  been  paid 
for  a  parcel.  Values  range  from  185s.  to  190s.,  c.i.f.,  although 
one  agent  still  quotes  200s.  nominally.  Our  Bergen  corre- 
spondent writes  on  November  8  that  non-congealing  cod-liver 
oil  is  very  strong  at  185s.  per  barrel,  f.o.b.  Bergen.  It  is 
now  stated  that  the  advance  is  not  owing  to  srjeculation, 
but,  on  the  contrary,  exporters  have  had  to  cover  their 
engagements  at  considerably  higher  prices.  The  stocks  are 
now  practically  cleared  up.  The  exports  from  Bergen  to 
date  amount  to  8,487  barrels,  against  11,928^  barrels  at  the 
same  time  last  year. 

Oil,  Olive. — Confirming  our  report  of  last  week  we  learn 
that  all  descriptions  are  tending  dearer,  and  the  news  from 
the  South  of  France,  with  regard  to  the  new  crop — especially 
from  the  Grasse  district — is  not  at  all  reassuring.  Finest 
Riviera  or  Lucca  oils  are  quoted  from  5s.  3d.  to  5s.  6d. 
per  gal, 
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Oil,  Orange,  Sweet. — One  agent  has  received  instruc- 
tions to  advance  his  price  to  6s.  per  lb.,  c.i.f. 

Oil,  Peppermint. — There  has  been  an  increased  demand 
this  week,  at  from  18s.  Qd.  to  19s.  per  lb.,  spot,  for  American 
HGH.  Japanese  dementholised  is  also  dearer,  spot  price 
having  advanced  to  lis.,  and  to  arrive  9s.  9d.  to  10s.  per  lb., 
c.i.f.,  has  been  paid.  In  auction  5  cases  WCOP,  Wayne 
County,  oil  were  limited  at  17s.  per  lb.  The  agents  for  H  &  P 
brand  quote  20s.  in  bottles,  and  JBH  first  premium  in  tins 
19s.  Qd.,  and  ditto  pure  at  18s.  Qd.  per  lb. 

Opium. — Business  continues  very  quiet  on  the  London 
market,  and  especially  does  this  apply  to  druggists'  qualities. 
Soft-shipping  has  been  in  fair  demand  at  full  prices.  Per- 
sian is  also  slow  at  10s.  to  10s.  Qd.  per  lb.  on  the  spot,  but 
for  goods  to  arrive  prohibitive  figures  are  asked. 

Constantinople,  November  7. — Heavy  rains  have  fallen  all  over 
the  producing  districts,  and  sowings  will  now  commence  in  earnest. 
At  the  same  time  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  they  are  very  late, 
and,  failing  fine  warm  weather  during  November,  December,  and 
January,  they  cannot  but  come  to  an  untimely  end.  The  plants 
will  be  young  and  weakly,  and  susceptible  to  the  slightest  frost. 
The  Smyrna  market  is  already  beginning  to  feel  the  effects  of  rain, 
and  20  cases  talequale  Adette  were  yesterday  sold  at  6s.  8d.  It  is 
quite  possible  that  prices  will  go  a  little  lower,  but  not  to  any 
great  extent.  The  week's  sales  amount  to  12  cases  druggists'  at 
6s.  Id.  to  7s.,  and  24  cases  soft  at  9s.  2d.  to  9s.  9d.  per  lb. 
The  stock  in  Smyrna  now  amounts  to  about  5,160  cases  in  first 
'and  second  hands,  against  3,228  cases  in  1901 ;  and  in  Constanti- 
nople the  stock  is  1,301  cases,  against  690  cases.  Up  to  the  present 
no  opium-sowings  have  taken  place,  and  although  during  November 
there  is  plenty  of  time  to  sow  largely  should  rain  come,  still  the 
plants  would  be  small  and  weak  to  resist  the  cold  weather  usual 
in  January,  February,  and  March. 

Potassium  Cyanide. — The  demand  has  improved  of  late, 
and  makers  are  able  to  report  new  business  at  previous  rates- 

Quicksilver  is  steady  and  unchanged  at  8/.  15s.  per 
bottle  from  the  importers. 

QuiLLAlA  is  considerably  dearer  at  23/.  per  ton,  London, 
and  21/.  per  ton  in  Liverpool. 

Quinine  has  remained  very  dull,  with  small  second-hand 
sales  of  December  delivery  at  lid.  per  oz.  for  good  German 
sulphate  in  bulk. 

Saffron. — Prices  for  the  new  Valencia  crop  are  higher, 
and  agents  have  advanced  their  prices,  quoting  from  28s.  Qd. 
to  30s.  per  lb.  Quality  of  the  new  crop  is  said  not  to  be  so 
good  as  usual. 

Scammonium. — Small  sales  of  fine  firsts  are  reported  at 
30s.  per  lb. 

Senega  advanced  about  2d.  per  lb.  at  the  close  of  last 
week,  and  2s.  9d.,  net,  spot,  is  now  quoted  by  holders,  and 
business  is  reported  thereat.  According  to  a  recent  circular 
"  the  recent  decline  was  due  to  a  few  stray  parcels  coming 
on  the  market,  and  not  yet  being  absorbed.  A  further 
advance  is,  however,  likely,  as  stocks  are  small."  To-day 
business  has  been  done  at  2s.  9^.,  net. 

Serpentary  is  quoted  2s.  per  lb.  net. 

Spices. — Calicut  brown  rough  Ginger,  being  pressed  for 
sale,  was  again  lower  at  auction  on  Wednesday ;  the  prices 
obtained  were  very  irregular,  being  from  35s.  down  to  30s. 
but  the  average  shows  a  drop  of  3s.  to  3s.  6d.  per  cwt.  Dull 
washed  rough  Cochin  sold  at  35s.,  Qd.  per  cwt.  Bold  and 
medium  native  cut  was  bought  in  at  85s.,  medium  and  small 
at  60s.,  and  good  small  European  cut  at  50s.  per  cwt.  Japan 
was  bought  in  at  35s.  per  cwt.  Jamaica  sold  at  rather  easier 
rates  ;  ordinary  dull  at  36s.  Qd.  to  38s.,  and  middling  washed 
at  40s.  to  42s.  per  cwt.  Penang  Cloves  were  bought  in  at  Id. 
to  Qd.  per  lb.  for  good  dark  to  good  bright.  Amboynas  were 
held  for  5§</.  Zanzibar  are  steady  on  the  spot  at  Q-~d.,  but 
lower  for  delivery  at  Q^d.  per  lb.  for  March-May.  Fair 
stems  sold  at  2d.  per  lb.  Chillies  sold  at  39s.  to  39s.  Qd. 
per  cwt.  for  fine  bright  Zanzibar,  at  35s.  for  good,  and  at  30s. 
for  fair.  Japan  were  bought  in  at  29s.  per  cwt.  Natal 
Capsioivnis  sold  at  70s.  per  cwt.  East  India  sold  at  14s. 
per  cwt.  for  good  ordinary  on  stalk,  and  ordinary  at  12s.  to 
12s.  Qd.  per  cwt.  Pimento  slow,  the  parcels  offered  being 
bought  in  at  2%d.  to  2-^d.  per  lb.  for  ordinary,  mixed  blacks. 
Cassia-lignea  was  bought  in  at  48s.,  and  loose  at  55s.  per  cwt. 
Cassia-vera  was  bought  in  at  26s.  per  cwt.  Nutmegs  steady. 
Mace  firm ;  bold  Penang  was  bought  in  at  3s.  per  lb. ; 


middling  red  sold  at  Is.  Qd.  per  lb.  Cinnamon  sold  at  Q^d- 
per  lb.  for  pieces,  at  6§d.  to  Id.  for  quillings,  at  3|<2.  for 
chips,  and  at  \d.  to  Id.  for  wild  bark.  Black  Pepper  steady. 
Penang  was  bought  in  at  5f  d.  per  lb. ;  Singapore  is  unchanged 
in  value.  Singapore  white  sold  at  easier  prices,  good  at 
9^d.  to  9%d.  and  fine  at  10±d.  to  IQ^d.  per  lb.  Ceylon  was 
bought  in  at  IQd.  for  good ;  and  Penang  at  9\d.  per  lb. 

Strophanthus. — For  medium  greenish  Kombe  seed  4s.  Qd. 
per  lb.  is  now  quoted. 

Tragacanth. — A  fair  business  is  reported  at  steady 
prices.  Fine  druggists'  flake  is  quoted  at  from  16/.  10s.  to 
17/.  ,10s.  per  cwt. 


London  Drug-auctions. 

There  was  a  dull  tone  about  the  drug-auctions  to-day,  apart  from 
the  demand  for  Tinnevelly  senna  and  Sumatra  benzoin.  Capey 
Curacao  aloes  met  a  ready  sale  at  fair  prices.  Sumatra 
benzoin  sold  at  very  full-up  prices.  A  poor  selection  of 
cardamoms  was  shown,  and  the  bulk  of  them  was  bought 
in.  Jamaica  honey  is  getting  scarce,  and  prices  were  rather 
dearer  again.  Natural  Rio  ipecacuanha  was  about  steady,  and  for 
cultivated  there  was  no  public  demand.  Tinnevelly  senna  was 
dearer  again,  and  Tonka  beans  were  cheaper.  Beeswax  was  in 
good  demand  at  rather  firmer  prices.  The  following  table  shows 
goods  offered  and  sold  : — 

Offered  Sold 

Musk- 
pod   1  ...  0 

grain    4  ...  4 

Nux  vomica    24  ...  0 

Oil- 
bay    2  ...  2 

camphor    52  ...  1 

cassia   36  ...  0 

castor  (E.I.)    100  ...  0 

eucalyptus    6  ...  0 

lemon   16  ...  0 

lemongrass    11  ...  0 

lime  (W.I.)    27  ...  0 

peppermint    26  ...  0 

rose  (E.I.)   2  ...  1 

ylang-ylang    1  ...  0 

wood    4  ...  0 

Orange-peel   3  ...  1 

Orris  (Ital.)    50  ...  0 

Rhubarb    16  ...  0 

Sage    10  ...  0 

Sarsaparilla — 

native  Jam   2  ...  2 

Senna- 
Alexandrian    40  ...  0 

Tinnevelly   608  ...  596 

Spermaceti    5  ...  0 

Squills    35  ...  25 

Tamarinds  (E.I.) ...    29  ...  0 

Tonka-beans   21  ...  17 

Turmeric    119  ...  0 

Vanilla    11  ...  0 

Wax  (bees')  — 

Australian   11  ...  3 

Calcutta  (white)       8  ...  0 

Dutch    9  ...  0 

Jamaica    46  ...  27 

Madagascar    49  ...  49 

Morocco   11  ...  0 

Spanish   11  ...  0 

Zanzibar    199  ...  82 

1  Wax,  Japanese    ...    10  ...  0 
privately. 


Offered 

Sold 

10  .. 

10 

2  .. 

!  2 

7  .. 

.  7 

Aloes — 

ILL  UiL.dAJ  ^  UUaco  J 

173 

.  173 

20  '. 

.  10* 

Aniseed  (Russ.)  ... 

60  . 

.  20 

Balsam — 

13  . 

.  6 

23  . 

.  0 

Benzoin — 

114  . 

..  94 

15  . 

.  0 

Camphor — 

1  . 

.  1 

141  . 

.  0 

8  . 

..  0 

Cannabis  indica  .. 

10  . 

..  0 

76  . 

..  29 

Cascara  sagrada  .. 

50  . 

..  0 

14  . 

..  5 

47  . 

..  47 

Colocynth  (Tky.) .. 

10  . 

..  0 

9  . 

..  0 

1  . 

..  0 

17  . 

..  0 

18  . 

..  2 

3  . 

..  0 

.     1  . 

..  1 

.     5  . 

..  3 

151  . 

..  0 

Honey — 

,  197 

..  0 

.  66 

..  25 

Ipecacuanha — 

Rio  

46  . 

..  10 

.     6  . 

1 

6 

..  0 

.  8 

..  0 

.  8 

..  0 

Sold 


Albumen. — Two  tins  of  Chinese  albumen  sold  at  Is.  Id. 
per  lb. 

Aloes. — Good  bright  stiff  pasty  Socotrine  in  kegs  sold 
privately  at  72s.  Qd.  per  cwt.  A  parcel  of  173  boxes  capey 
Curacao  was  all  disposed  of,  50  boxes  selling  without 
reserve  at  16s.  to  16s.  Qd.  for  very  black  capey,  and  the 
remainder  at  14s.  Qd.  to  16s.  Qd.,  subject,  the  lower  figure 
being  paid  for  dull  cokey.    No  Cape  offered. 

Aniseed. — Russian,  of  the  new  crop,  sold  at  16s.  Qd. 
per  cwt. 

Balsam  Copaiba. — Six  cases  brought  Is.  Qd.  per  lb.,  and 
a  case  of  cloudy  Cartagena,  Is.  Id.  per  lb. 

Balsam  Tolu.— For  large  tins  Is.  D,d.  per  lb.  was  asked. 


840 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


November  15, 


1902 


Benzoin. — There  was  an  excellent  demand  for  Sumatra, 
and  practically  the  whole  offerings  were  sold  at  very  full  to 
firmer  prices.  Good  fair  almondy  seconds,  well  packed,  with 
small  to  medium  almonds,  sold  at  from  11.  17s.  6d.  to 
8/.  2s.  6d.  ;  fair  seconds  at  from  11.  5s.  to  11.  10s.  ;  and 
medium  ditto  at  6/.  2s.  6d.,  subject;  and  for  ordinary, 
very  false-packed  Sumatra  gum,  51.  Is.  6d.  was  paid.  No 
Siam  or  Palembang  offered. 

Camphor. — In  auction  141  tubs  Japanese  crude  camphor 
were  bought  in  at  167s.  6d.  nominally,  a  bid  of  160s.  being 
refused ;  and  1  ease  of  Chinese  crude  sold  at  157s.  6d. 

Cardamoms. — Less  than  one  hundred  packages  were 
offered,  and  there  was  little  demand,  fine  quality  being 
absent.  The  following  prices  were  obtained :  Ceylon- 
Mysores,  medium  and  bold  pale,  2s.  to  2s.  Id. ;  ditto,  rather 
dullish,  Is.  lid.  ;  bold  medium  pale,  Is.  Id.  to  Is.  8d. ;  small 
dull,  Is.  to  Is.  2d.  ;  fairly  bold  brownish,  Is.  <\d. ;  brown  and 
split,  Is.  to  Is.  2d.  per  lb.  Good  dark  seed  sold  at  Is.  Id., 
and  fair  at  Is.  5d.  per  lb.  Ceylon-Malabar,  small  and  medium 
lean  palish,  "  without  reserve,"  Is.  2d. 

Cascara  Sagrada. — Fair  bright  quill  was  held  at  26s.  per 
cwt.,  at  which  figure  business  is  reported  privately. 

Cascarilla. — Very  lean  and  stringy  quill  was  limited  at 
45s,,  and  small  broken  chips  sold  at  50s.  per  cwt. 

;  Cinchona. — Forty-seven  serons  Huanoco  bark  sold  at  from 
l^d.  to  9d.,  and  country-damaged  at  4|r/.  to  Q^d.  per  lb., 
being  about  \d.  per  lb.  dearer. 

Ergot. — For  good  bold  new  Spanish  Is.  Qd.  was  wanted, 
and  Is.  bd.  was  refused.  Sea-damaged  sold  at  Is.  3d., 
subject. 

Guinea  Grains.— One  cask  sold  at  15s.  per  cwt.,  subject, 
for  dull  and  dark. 

Gum  Arabic. — Small  to  bold  palish  picked  tear  sold 
without  reserve  at  51.  per  cwt. 

Honey. — Jamaica  sold  at  again  dearer  prices.  Dark 
ambery  liquid  in  barrels  brought  21s.  6d.  to  23s.  per  cwt., 
and  light  pale  yellow  to  dark  thick  21s. 

Ipecacuanha. — The  demand  for  Eiowas  slow,  but  prices 
were  steady  at  the  decline  of  a  fortnight  ago.  Fair  wirey 
natural  Kio  sold  at  from  5s.  3d.  to  5s.  5d.  per  lb.,  and  a  bale 
of  extra  bold .  at  5s.  6d.  Of  cultivated  Rio  21  packages 
offered,  and  only  one  sold  at  5s.    No  Cartagena  was  offered. 

Kola. — A  bag  of  mouldy  and  damaged  Ceylon  brought 
iyi.  per  lb. 

Musk. — Four  bottles  of  grain  musk  from  Calcutta  sold  at 
22s.  per  oz. 

Myrrh. — For  good  bright  pale  sorts  97s.  per  cwt.  was 
refused  in  auction,  the  lot  being  bought  in  at  100s. 
Privately  the  article  is  scarce  both  in  London  and  Hamburg. 

Oil,  Bay. — Two  tins  of  distilled,  catalogued  as  "  direcb 
from  Montserrat,"  sold  at  5s.  6i.  per  lb. 

Oil,  Camphor. — A  case  of  brown  sold  at  38s.  per  cwt., 
and  for  white  35s.  was  wanted. 

Oil;,  Cassia. — In  auction  85  per  cent,  to  90  per  cent,  was 
held  at  4s.  per  lb. 

Oil,  Eucalyptus. — For  Australian  oil,  containing  68  per 
cent:  to  70  per  cent,  cincol,  Is.  Hd.  was  wanted,  Is.  3c?.  being 

rjfused. 

Oil,  Lemongrass.—  Nine  cases  from  Cochin  sold  at  4f  rZ 
per  oz. 

Orange-peel. — Dark  strip  sold  at  3\d.  per  lb. 

Rhubarb.- — The  lower  prices  accepted  at  the  previous 
auction  for  High-dried  description  had  made  holders  not 
anxious  to  sell,  and  little  was  offered  to-day.  Small  to 
medium  flat  High-dried,  with  pale  bright  coat  and  three- 
quarter  good  pinky  fracture  was  limited  at  8d.  per  lb.  No 
other  description  offered. 

Sarsaparilla. — Very  mixed  grey  and  red  damaged 
native  Jamaica  sold  at  %d.  per  lb.  No  grey  Jamaica  was 
offered. 

Senna. — Tinnevelly  met  an  active  demand,  and  values  for 
medium  and  good  descriptions  were  fully  %d.  dearer  in  many 
instances.     Fine  leaves  were  not  offered;    The  following 


prices  were  paid  for  Tinnevelly  leaf  :  Fair  bold  greenish, 
<\d.  to  4fcZ.  ;  small  and  medium  good  greenish,  3d.  to  3|rf.  ; 
fair  medium,  2d.  to  2f d. ;  and  ordinary  yellowish  and  specky, 
Id.  to  2d.  per  lb.  ;  pods!  Id.  to  l\d.  Of  Alexandrian  senna 
40  packages  were  offered,  of  which  the  bulk  sold,  3\d.  per 
lb.  being  paid  for  rather  yellowish  and  slightly  stalky  leaf, 
and  l^d.  for  sittings. 

.  Squills. — Dull  brown  sold  "  without  reserve  "  at  \\d.  per  lb. 

Tonka-beans. — A  parcel  of  17  cases  Para  from  Liverpool 
sold  at  Is.  6d.  to  Is.  Id.  per  lb.  for  small  to  medium  fair 
frosted  beans ;  Is.  2d.  for  bolder  but  reddish,  partly  foxy, 
and  lOcZ.  for  poor  foxy.  For  another  lot  of  good  black  frosted 
Para  2s.  was  refused. 

Wax,  Bees',  was  in  good  demand  at  rather  firmer  prices 
generally.  Good  pale  to  dark  but  slightly  wormy  Madagascar 
sold  at  61.  15s.,  and  low  wormy  at  61.  10s.  Fair  to  good 
bright  red  and  brown  mixed  Jamaica  sold  at  11.  12s.  6d.  to 
11.  15s.,  and  greyish  and  brown  mixed  at  11.  10s.  per  cwt. 
Three  bales  of  pale  to  dark  grey  and  yellow  mixed 
Australian  sold  at  11.  per  cwt.  Good  pale  yellow  and  red  to 
dark  Mozambique  rolls  realised  61.  lis.  6d.  Zanzibar  was  in 
good  demand  at  61.  15s.  for  pale  yellow  and  red  to  dark,  and 
6/.  15s.,  subject,  for  fair  brown  part  slightly  foul, 


Xcmfccm  2>rua  Statistics. 


The  following  statistics  are  compiled  from  information  supplied 
by  public  warehouses.  They  relate  to  the  receipts  and  deliveries 
of  some  of  the  leading  drugs  from  and  into  the  London  public 
warehouses  for  the  month  of  October,  1902,  and  to  the  stocks  on 
October  31. 


— 

October 

Stocks 

1902 

Lauded 

Delivd. 

1902 

1901 

Imprtd. 

Delivd. 

„   gourds 

127 

173 

1,730 

1.386 

1,870 

1,557 

146 

904 

1,050 

Auiseed,  star  ....  cs 

7 

18 

35 

41 

835 

783 

13,685 

8,408 

16,801 

10,835 

„       bxs  &  tins 

20Q 

73 

1,302 

847 

1,418 

871 

"  Balsams  "  cks,  &c. 

68 

118 

650 

508 

867 

834 

7 

1,318 

2,111 

267 

762 

Cardamoms  . .  cs,  &c. 

721 

524 

2,144 

2,143 

5,580 

5,383 

Cinchona  ....  pkgs. 

1,101 

1,562 

8,583 

10,424 

17,243 

19,163 

15 

38 

750 

1,099 

338 

684 

Oubebs    „ 

58 

1,111 

1,616 

72 

346 

Dragon's-blood  . .  cs 

6 

46 

56 

121 

133 

1,050 

1,007 

6,296 

9,604 

3,941 

6,839 

(Jums — 

Ammoniacum  pkgs 

9 

45 

82 

41 

Animi  &  copal  „ 

4,602 

6,330 

17,314 

20,743 

39,644 

44,766 

2,362 

2,972 

10.913 

15,361 

15,963 

2?,05S 

Asafetida  ....  „ 

320 

364 

580 

1,237 

1,640 

Benzoin    ....  ,, 

47 

198 

1,066 

1,014 

2,566 

2.334 

279 

431 

2,551 

3,417 

2,724 

3,447 

Galbauum    . .  „ 

9 

Gamboge   „ 

20 

46 

102 

101 

151 

Guaiacum. . . .  „ 

1 

73 

35 

67 

38 

76 

299 

942 

1,469 

1,835 

2,355 
88 

Kino  pkgs 

17 

15 

175 

114 

147 

Mastich    ....  ,, 

14 

27 

19 

Myrrh,  E.I  

3 

22 

69 

115 

360 

287 

Olibanum ....  „ 

10 

907 

1,702 

1.765 

5,607 

4.845 

Sandarac  ....  „ 

158 

1,674 

672 

l,a97 

927 

Tragacanth  . .  „ 

1,110 

654 

3,401 

4,326 

9,781 

10,673 

Ipecacuanha,  Rio  bis 

83 

65 

724 

525 

658 

499 

„  other  kinds  pkgs 

17 

90 

477 

285 

464 

383 

13 

102 

130 

4 

Nux  vomica  . .  pkgs 

22 

118 

68 

11 

729 

672 

Oils— 

*  Aniseed,  star  . .  es 

30 

727 

170 

427 

379 

9 

228 

131 

185 

311 

225 

271 

739 

693 

2,725 

2,615 

Cocoa-nut  tons 

96 

125 

121 

70 

963 

941 

Olive  ....  cks,  &c. 

208 

246 

1,450 

1,078 

2,800 

2,384 

Palm  tons 

5 

7 

5 

5 

31 

42 

tQuinine   lbs 

313 

2,506 

211,377 

220,740 

38,398 

49,333 

266 

119 

678 

398 

1,019 

834 

Sarsaparilla  ....  bis 

56 

43 

147 

236 

879 

908 

Semia  ......  bis,  &c 

1,007 

884 

2,287 

2,350 

4,307 

4,512 

5,060 

9,010 

25.S5S 

30,970 

43,705 

51,935 

84 

90 

480. 

402 

527 

462 

Wax*  bees'  ....  pkgs 

601 

706 

1,686  • 

2,240 

4,406 

4,460 

,,  Japan  . .  cs,  &o. 

20 

23 

241 

419 

435 

479 

*  Stocks  lying  at  Smith's  Wharf  and  Brewer's  Quay  are  not  included  in 
this  return. 

t  Includes  the  quantity  at  Red  Lion,  Bulls  and  Smith's  Wharves  ;  also  the 

Docks. 


